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Understanding Tzedakah 
         By Aryeh Helfgott, 12th Grade 
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W 
hen discussing monetary laws, the pasuk in this week’s parsha (22:24) 

says “…אם כסף תלוה את עמי את העני עמך” - “When you lend money to 

My people, to the poor person with you…” Many Meforshim have 

different ways of understanding this pasuk, as the words “with you” seem out of 

place. Couldn’t the pasuk simply have written “to the poor person” instead of 

“poor person with you”? 

The Alshich explains that money, in general, is not ours, rather it is mere-

ly placed with us by Hashem. We are given the privilege of having money in or-

der to share it with people who are less fortunate. He explains that the pasuk is 

telling us that אם כסף תלוה את עמי - when we lend money, את העני עמך - it belongs 

to the poor, but it just happens to be with you. This is a lesson we can certainly 

take, that nothing is really “ours”, and we should therefore take great responsibil-

ity and care of it. 

Alternatively, the Vilna Gaon explains that the pasuk is alluding to a 

standard monetary law: loans are done before witnesses to prevent dishonest ac-

tivity, whereas tzedakah is done in privacy, and nobody needs to know. There-

fore, read the pasuk like so: אם כסף תלוה - When you lend money - את עמי - do so 

before My people - את העני - the poor however - עמך - do it alone. This is certainly 

(Continued on page 5) 
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I 
n this week’s Parsha, the Bnei Yisroel tell Hash-m the famous phrase “נעשה ונשמע” - “We will see and we will 

do.” Puzzlingly, the House of Eliyahu taught that at the time that the Jews said “נעשה ונשמע”, Hash-m said  

“עשר תעשר ” - the commandment for the Jews to give Maaser (tithes). How are these two things connected? 

Additionally, the whole statement of “נעשה ונשמע” makes very little sense: how could one commit todo something 

without knowing what to do? 

 The Sforno explains the statement of “נעשה ונשמע” as having to do with the Bnei Yisroel’s commitment to 

serve Hash-m. The Jews committed to serve Hash-m (to do) in order to get closer to Him (to hear). 

 R’ Peretz Steinberg שליטא attempts to understand the connection between “נעשה ונשמע” and Maaser. He 

begins by examining the Gemara in Pesachim (8a) that states that one who gives tzedaka on the condition that his 

son live or that he go into Olam Habah is a “Tzaddik Gammur.” Tosfos asks, there is an apparent contradiction 

between this and the teaching in Pirkei Avos (1:3) that states that one should serve Hash-m leshmah and not be 

like a servant who serves only to accept reward!? Tosfos answers that in the case of the tzedaka the person won’t 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Torah Teasers  

By Rabbi Moshe Erlbaum, 9th Grade Rebbe  

 

 Parshas Mishpatim 
Questions 

 

1. In this parsha, which law refers to a door? What inci-

dent in the Book of Genesis mentions a door?  

 

2. Which person in the Torah is specifically referred to 

as "the Hebrew slave"?  

 

3. In this parsha, which two laws mention a tooth?  

 

4. In this parsha, which law involves the number 30?  

 

5. In this parsha, several laws pertain to the treatment of 

a widow. Who in the Torah is actually referred to as a 

widow?  

 

6. Which insect appears in this parsha?  

Answers 
  

1. If a Jewish slave wishes to work more than six years, 

his ear must be pierced near a door (Exodus 21:6). In 

parshas Vayera, when Lot closes the door behind the 

angels who come to visit, the people of Sodom try to 

break down the door (Genesis 19:6, 9, 10).  

 

2. In parshas Vayeshev, the wife of Potiphar refers to 

Yosef as "the Hebrew slave" (Genesis 29:17). 

 

3. The verse states "a tooth for a tooth": one must pay 

for the value of a tooth which one knocks out of an-

other's mouth (Exodus 21:24). Further, a master must 

set his non-Jewish servant free if he had knocked out 

the servant's tooth (Exodus 21:27).  

 

4. If an ox gores and kills a non-Jew, the owner of the ox 

must pay the master of the slave 30 shekels as com-

pensation (Exodus 21:32). 

 

5. In parshas Vayeshev, Tamar is called a widow after 

the death of her second husband, Onan (Genesis 

16:14). 

 

6. The Torah states that the hornet (tzireh) will be sent 

before the Jews to drive away the enemy (Exodus 

23:28). 

The complete edition of 
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is available on AMAZON 

(keyword Torah Teasers)  

took off, leaving him worried and on edge for the entire Shab-

bat. 

 The innkeeper sensed his guest’s troubled condition 

and as soon as Shabbat departed, he recited the evening pray-

ers very quickly and placed the belt with the bags of coins in 

front of the teacher, who was still reciting the silent Amidah 

prayer. 

 To the amazement of the innkeeper, in the middle of 

his supplications the teacher opened the bag of gold coins and 

started counting them one by one. He saw that all the coins 

were still there. Nevertheless, he took out the bag with the 

silver coins and started counting them next. All the silver 

coins were also still there, yet his concern and worry did not 

dissipate. He then started counting the nickel coins, and then 

the copper coins, and finally returned to his prayers. The inn-

keeper, who had observed the entire process, was taken aback 

and perplexed. 

 When the teacher finished his prayers, the innkeeper 

confronted him. “After you saw I hadn’t taken any of your 

gold coins, why did you not trust that I hadn’t taken any of 

your silver coins, which are much less valuable? And after 

you counted the silver coins too, and saw I took nothing, why 

didn’t you trust me then? You continued to count the ridicu-

lously less valuable nickel and copper coins.” 

 Reb Mottel of Chernobyl turned to the young man be-

fore him and said, “I want to ask you the same question the 

innkeeper asked the teacher. Every single morning, G-d has 

given you back your soul, your body, your very life—the 

equivalent of gold and silver coins. What makes you think he 

won’t also give you your livelihood—your nickel and copper 

coins? You should increase your trust, and believe that G-d 

will give you your physical sustenance too. There is no need 

to rush off to buy goods before morning prayers.” 

(Stories of Greatness — Continued from page 6) 

regret giving the tzedaka if he doesn’t receive the reward he 

stipulated. Therefore, he is called a “Tzaddik Gammur”. Ad-

ditionally, Tosfos in Rosh Hashana (4a) adds that this state-

ment that a person giving tzedaka on a condition won’t be 

upset if that condition isn’t fulfilled only applies for a Jew, 

but a non-Jew would regret it. 

 R’ Steinberg says that once Hash-m saw that the 

Jews were accepting the Torah without any conditions, un-

like all of the other nations of the world, He immediately 

gave the Jews the mitzvah of Maaser, for the commandment 

of Maaser is the only commandment where we darshin a re-

ward: one who gives Maaser will receive riches. Yet, Hash-

m knew we would give the Maaser purely leshmah, so He 

gave us the reward anyway. 

(Uri Himelstein — Continued from page 1) 
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Shevat 23 
On this date in 1918, the Jewish Legion left England to join 

the Allies in liberating Palestine from the Turks. Four years 

earlier, Zev Jabotinsky had proposed that a Jewish legion be 

formed, but the British resisted the idea of Jewish volunteers 

fighting on the Palestinian front; this led instead to the estab-

lishment of the Zion Mule Corps. Meanwhile, Jabotinsky 

pursued his project of a Jewish Legion, which was eventually 

designated as the 38th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers. It in-

cluded British volunteers, members of the former Zion Mule 

Corps, a large number of Russian Jews, and later joined by a 

large number of American volunteers. A few years later, the 

Jewish Legion was demobilized by the anti-Zionist British 

Military Administration. Yet it would be remembered as the 

first organized Jewish fighting force since Roman times, and 

a precursor to the Israeli Defense Force (IDF).  

 
Shevat 25 
Yahrtzeit of Rabbi Yisrael Salanter (1810-1883), founder of 

the Mussar movement. Rabbi Salanter's approach gained 

popularity in Lithuania, at a time when chassidic influences 

were growing. The idea of Mussar is to use meditations, 

guided imagery, and exercises to penetrate the subconscious. 

In this way an individual can break through the barriers that 

prevent the soul from expressing its purity. Mussar books 

such as Path of the Just give a road map to developing traits 

of humility, alacrity and purity. Rabbi Salanter encouraged 

people to set a time every day for the study of Mussar, an 

idea which remains popular until today.  

 
Shevat 26 
Yahrtzeit of Rabbi David HaLevi Segal (1586-1667), better 

known as the Taz, an acronym of his famous work of Jewish 

law, Turei Zahav. Now, four centuries later, "Taz" is printed 

in every standard edition of the Code of Jewish Law 

(Shulchan Aruch). The Taz was the son-in-law of the famous 

rabbi, the Bach. He narrowly escaped when the Cossacks 

attacked his Polish town. Legend says that 200 years after his 

death, his grave was accidentally opened and his body was 

found intact.  

 

Shevat 27 
In 1583, a convert to Judaism named Joseph Sanalbo was 

burned at the stake in Rome. In the second half of the 16th 

century, Jews were subject to grave Church-sponsored perse-

cutions: Pope Julius III and Pope Clement VIII condemned 

the Talmud and other Hebrew writings as "obscene," 

"blasphemous" and "abominable" -- and ordered them all 

seized and burned. 

 

Shevat 28 
In 163 BCE, King Antiochus V lifted the siege of Jerusalem. 

The day was observed in subsequent years as a holiday. Anti-

ochus V was only nine years old when he became head of the 

Seleucid dynasty, following the death of his father Antiochus 

IV Epiphanes, the oppressor of the Jews who provoked the 

Maccabees' revolt.  

 

Shevat 29 
On this date in 2003, the Space Shuttle Columbia broke up 

during re-entry, killing all seven crew members aboard, in-

cluding Israel's first astronaut, Ilan Ramon. During his 16 

days in space, Ramon defied gravity by lifting his country 

from the morass of terror, by making Jews feel connected 

and proud. Ramon's space luggage included a small Torah 

scroll that had survived Bergen-Belsen. He also brought 

along a mezuzah adorned with barbed wire -- symbolizing 

the Nazi concentration camps -- in tribute to his mother who 

survived Auschwitz and his grandfather who was murdered 

there. On board the Shuttle, Ramon ate kosher food and wel-

comed Shabbat with the first intergalactic Kiddush. And as 

he passed over Jerusalem, he recited "Shema Yisrael," the 

age-old declaration of Jewish faith.  

0 2013 

 

Taken from Aish.com 

 You can get 
     

weekly by email! 
Visit http://eepurl.com/tu3wL or scan the barcode with your 

Smartphone to subscribe 



ב               “דברים היוצאים מן הל 4  

 Considering this week’s Parsha deals with the 

laws and classifications of stealing, I thought it would 

be appropriate to discuss the laws of stealing in unordi-

nary contemporary cases. Easily assumed to be one of 

the most violated crimes nowadays is illegally down-

loading music through various means. Granted it is 

stealing on the standards of the secular court, which is 

why it is called illegally downloading music, and thus 

it becomes prohibited because of dina d’malchusa dina 

(a concept that prohibitions mandated by the secular 

court of a country become recognized as halachic pro-

hibitions), but is it also halachically considered steal-

ing? 

 To assess this question of whether illegaly 

downloading music is halachically included in the pro-

hibition of stealing, we must analyze if stealing intangi-

ble objects without a physical act of stealing is consid-

ered halachically stealing. 

 When a person illegally downloads music, he is 

not physically stealing or taking an object. He is steal-

ing music, which is an idea or sound. It is stealing intel-

lectual property. 

 Does the prohibition of stealing apply to such 

behavior? 

 The majority opinion amongst the Poskim  is 

that stealing intellectual property is considered stealing. 

Among those who hold this are Rav Elyashiv, Rav 

Moshe Feinstein, (Igros Moshe O’C 4:40:19) and many 

others. Considering that to be the case, it does not mat-

ter if you would or would not have bought it because it 

is not permitted to steal something that you wouldn’t 

have otherwise bought. One cannot steal a BMW sports 

car using the logic that he wouldn’t have bought it any-

way. It is even prohibited for personal use, rather than 

trying to sell it. In addition, once you stole it, it still 

might be prohibited to use it. 

 Lastly, there is no difference between a Jew and 

a non-Jew; you are not allowed to steal intellectual 

property from either. 

 The proofs quoted to support this approach are 

interesting. The Responsa Machane Chaim (C’M 2:49) 

quotes the Gemara in Sanhedrin (59a) that says that a 

gentile who learns Torah is charged with the death pen-

alty since the Torah says, “The Torah that Moses com-

manded us is the heritage of the Congregation of Jacob 

(Deuteronomy 33:4),” and the Gemara learns that it is a 

heritage for us but not for them. The Gemara explains 

that the prohibition for a gentile to learn Torah is not 

one of the Seven Laws of Noach because it is referred 

to as a heritage, and therefore a gentile is in violation of 

stealing when he violates our heritage. The Responsa 

Machane Chaim writes that from this we see stealing 

intellectual property is clearly considered stealing. This 

is not the strongest of proofs though. 

 Alternatively, Rav Shimon Shkop in his Chid-

dushim l’Bava Kama (Siman 1) suggests a different 

source. The Gemara in Bava Kama (29) says that there 

are two things that a person does not own, but the To-

rah counts it as if one owns it. One of them is a pit dug 

by a person in a public domain. Even though a person 

cannot possibly own it, since it is in a public domain, 

the Torah  stillmakes it as if it belongs to the one who 

dug it in order to obligate him to pay for damages 

caused by it. Rav Shimon Shkop says that the same is 

so regarding intellectual property; even though it is not 

really yours, since it is not tangible, we still recognize 

it as being yours. This proof is also not so convincing. 

 Shoel Meishiv (Mahadura Kamma 1:44) says 

that really, there is no source, but it is completely logi-

cal to say that if you create something with your own 

talents and efforts, then it should be yours, and it would 

be considered stealing your hard work to take it. Be-

sides, if the secular world holds this way, then for sure 

the Torah is no worse. 

 Although the majority of poskim hold other-

wise, there are some who hold that stealing intangible 

things is not considered stealing. Among them is Rav 

Shlomo Zalman Auerbach who reasons there is no 

ownership of something that is intangible. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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the correct way to give tzedakah – in secret. 

Lastly, the Kli Yakar explains that when a person gives tzedakah or a charitable loan, all good deeds and 

benefits resultant from it are credited to the person who financed the good deeds and actions. אם כסף תלוה את עמי 

 !are with you too (all the merits that result) - עמך - If you lend/give money to my people or the needy - את העני

No matter which one you like best, we can certainly incorporate all these ideas when we give tzedakah, 

that the money is not ours to begin with, that we should do it in secret, and that the merit of tzedakah does not 

stop once you’ve given it, you still receive all resultant merits performed as a result of your kindness.  

(Aryeh Helfgott — Continued from page 1) 

Written up by 

Jeremy Teichman 

 Even according to the poskim who hold that 

there is no prohibition of stealing to take intellectu-

al property, there are still three other prohibitions 

involved in downloading music illegally. The first 

is the prohibition of Dina D’Malchusa Dina, as 

mentioned above. There is an FBI Warning on ille-

gally downloading music through music sharing 

websites and other means, creating a clear problem 

in violation of this rule. Moreover, the Tur (C’M 

siman 368) discusses a concept similar to Dina 

D’Malchusa Dina known as Minhag Bnei HaIr, 

which constitutes that if a society agrees to live to a 

certain standard, even if you don’t agree, you must 

obey such a standard and practice. Seemingly, ille-

gally downloading music is accepted as a banned 

activity in our societies, making it the same in Hala-

cha. However, many argue that even though it is 

illegal, it is so frequent nowadays that it is accepted 

in our society. A third issue is the prohibition to 

harm another person’s livelihood, which is clearly 

the case by downloading music illegally. However, 

if you would not have bought it anyway then it is 

not threatening another person’s profit, assuming he 

isn’t actually losing money, but only losing the 

chance to gain money. Also, this might not apply to 

gentiles. 

 Summary: Most poskim hold that intellec-

tual property is property, and therefore it is consid-

ered halachic stealing to steal one’s intellectual 

property. Even if you hold like Rav Auerbach that it 

is not halachic stealing, there are still three other 

potential prohibitions to download music illegally - 

Dina D’Malchusa Dina, Minhag Bnei HaIr, and Lo 

Tasig Gevul Re’eihu. Although many argue the last 

two don’t apply to this case, everyone agrees that 

illegally downloading music is a problem of Dina 

D’Malchusa Dina, and therefore, Rav Herschel 

Schachter Shlita and Rav Mordechai Willig Shlita 

hold that is prohibited. 

(10-Minute Halacha — Continued from page 4) 

 
 After we received the Torah at הר סיני, Hashem 

began giving over a series of laws. The Parsha begins 

with the halachot regarding an עבד עברי. Some of these 

laws include: What happens to him after his time as a 

slave is complete? What happens if he wants to stay? In a 

case where the master has given the slave a wife and he 

has kids, they now belong to the master, and the עבד 

leaves by himself. But if the slave says to his master, “I 

love you and my family, and I do not want to leave,” then 

he is brought by his master to a בית דין. There they punch 

a hole in his ear against a doorpost, and he now serves his 

master forever. The next series of halachot deal with the 

penalties for killing, stealing, and kidnapping.  

 Hashem continues the list of laws with the laws of 

business. Concerning loans, we learn the responsibilities 

of a שומר חינם ושומר שכר ושוכר ושואל, and the general laws 

of what happens in a בית דין. We then receive three חגים. 

They are Pesach, חג הקציר - the harvest of the first fruits, 

and Succot.  

 The Parsha concludes with Hashem promising to 

give us the land that he promised to our forefathers. As a 

nation we responded נעשה ונשמה, and Moshe went up to 

 .for forty days and nights הר סיני

 Parsha by the Numbers: 
  53 Mitzvot 

  23 Positive Commandments 

  30 Negative Commandments 

  118 Pesukim 

  1462 Words 

  5313 Letters 

      IN A 

  Paragraph 

By Eli Borochov, 12th Grade 
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STORIES OF GREATNESS 
TOLD OVER BY: DAVID LAUER 

The key to life is full emunah in Hashem. By 

having full emunah, we enable ourselves to 

focus only on our sole purpose in this world- 

serve Hashem to the best of our abilities. The 

following story “Gold and Silver” By 

Bentzion Elisha teaches us the importance of 

having full emunah in Hashem. 

 A follower of the chassidic leader Reb 

Mottel of Chernobyl had a particular habit 

which came to light when he visited Reb Mot-

tel to request a blessing. Reb Mottel asked the 

visitor to recount his typical daily schedule. 

The young man explained that he began each 

day by buying goods for his business from the 

local landowner. Following that, he would re-

cite the morning prayers, after which he began 

to sell his wares. 

 “Why do you buy your merchandise 

before you pray in the morning?” asked Reb 

Mottel. 

 The young man explained, “Why, if I 

waited until after prayers, the only goods re-

maining would be of inferior quality, if not 

sold out entirely!” 

 Upon hearing that, Reb Mottel shared 

a story with his follower. 

 There was once a teacher of Jewish 

studies whose livelihood entailed traveling far 

from his hometown to teach Jewish children in 

distant cities. He was often away from his 

home for a year or more at a time. Meanwhile, 

his wife and children lived the year without 

him, borrowing and living on credit. 

 This teacher was paid for his services 

with coins. The wealthy gave him gold coins, 

the middle class paid with silver coins, and 

people of more modest means paid with cop-

per or nickel coins. 

 The teacher had made a belt for him-

self where he would hang the various bags. 

Each bag carried a different type of coin. He 

had a bag for his gold coins, a bag for his sil-

ver coins, a bag for his nickel coins and a bag 

for his copper coins. 

 After the year of teaching was up, he 

headed back home. As the first Shabbat on his 

voyage approached, he knew he would have to 

remove his belt, as carrying money on Shabbat 

is forbidden. But he didn’t know where to hide 

his money bags. 

 He decided to bury his earnings in the 

ground and retrieve them after Shabbat. But 

just as he was about to finish his digging, he 

heard some people in the distance. Paranoia 

set in, and he became alarmed by the possibil-

ity that if he could hear them, they could prob-

ably see him, and his money wasn’t safe. 

 Now pressed for time, he grabbed the 

belt with the bags of coins and ran to the local 

Jewish inn, where he handed the innkeeper the 

entire bundle in a furious hurry for safekeep-

ing. Shabbat began, and the teacher was livid 

with himself. He had just given the innkeeper 

his entire year’s earnings without even a note 

or receipt mentioning the amount of money 

being held. It would be so easy for the inn-

keeper to deny safeguarding the coins, and his 

whole year’s pay would be lost. 

 Thoughts of his wife and children 

flooded his mind. What would they do? How 

would they face the creditors? His imagination 

(Continued on page 2) 
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