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Supporting Our Mishkan 
   By Moishy Rothman, 11th Grade 

   

I 
n this week’s parsha, the Jews are instructed about the construction of the various utensils of the Mishkan. 

One of these vessels is the Menorah. When the Torah commands Moshe to make the Menorah, it says the 

word “תיעשה” instead of the word “תעשה”. Rashi comments and says that the use of the more passive word 

 ,is due to the fact that at first, Moshe had difficulty understanding how to make the Menorah. Eventually תיעשה

Hashem just told him to get a large gold piece and give it to Betzalel to have it thrown into the fire. Therefore, the 

word that means “it should be made” was used, rather that actually commanding Moshe to make it. 

 At first glance, this statement of Rashi is puzzling: how could Moshe, the greatest prophet of all time, not 

understand some basic construction? Furthermore, later in history, in the time of the second Beis Hamikdash, the 

Jews were able to make a second Menorah with relative ease. Why didn’t they have difficulties? 

 The Netziv answers by stating that that the Mikdash of Maatah (Earth) is aligned and parallel with the 

Mikdash of Maaleh (Heaven). Therefore, the Menorah had to be made perfectly in order for it to align well. Also, 

the Menorah represents the power of Torah thought and knowledge to lead one to the truth (see the Netziv on the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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I 
n order to keep the Mishkan upright, the Kerashim, or the 10-amah high 

boards, were set up. When asked to make the Kerashim, Moshe is command-

ed. “Vi’asisa es HaKerashim...” Make The boards”. Rashi asks, why does Ha

-Shem call the Kerashim “The Kerashim”? What makes these boards so special? 

 Rashi explains that these boards were unique. Before passing, Yaakov 

asked his children to grow cedar trees and bring them out of Mitzrayim to use for 

the Mishkan. Since these boards were designated specifically, the Kerashim, 

which were made from these cedar trees, were called The Kerashim.  

 Although Rashi does explain the meaning of the Passuk, a deeper question 

can be asked. Why did Yaakov find it necessary to bring only wood for the Kera-

shim; why didn’t he bring up other materials for the Mishkan as well? The Maskil 

Lidavid explains that Ha-Shem wanted the Mishkan to be made from the treasure 

the Egyptians gave to Yisroel.  However, Yaakov knew that the cedar wood 

would not be found in Egypt; therefore, he brought the trees himself. 

 Why didn’t Ha-Shem want to have the Kerashim from the Egyptians’ 

treasuries? Couldn’t Ha-Shem have made it so that the Jews also took the wood 

from Egypt? In order to answer this question, we must realize what the Kerashim 

represent. The Kerashim were made of cedar wood. They were to be placed up-

(Continued on page 3) 
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Torah Teasers  

By Rabbi Moshe Erlbaum  
  

 פרשת תרומה  
Questions 

 

1. Which four letters spell out three different 

items found in the Tabernacle? 

2. Which item in the Tabernacle has 3 half-

measurements in its dimensions? 

3. In what context are rings (taba'ot) mentioned? 

(4 items) 

4. Which items, spelled with two letters, have 

only one unique letter in its name? (2 answers) 

5. Aside from the cherubs (keruvim) mentioned 

in the context of the Tabernacle, where else in 

the Torah are cherubs mentioned? 

Answers 
 

1. The letters kaf, peh, raish and tav spell out 

three different items found in the Tabernacle: 

The kaporet, the covering of the Holy Ark 

(Exodus 25:17), the paroches, the partition 

separating the "Holy" from the "Holy of Ho-

lies" (26:31), and the kaftor, the round ball de-

signs found on the Menorah (25:33)  

2. The Holy Ark is two and a half cubits long, 

one and a half cubits high, and one and a half 

cubits wide (Exodus 25:10).  

3. Rings (tabaot) are soldered onto (1) the Holy 

Ark (Exodus 25:12), (2) the golden table 

(25:26), (3) and the golden altar (27:6), in 

which poles were placed to carry each vessel. 

(4) In addition, the Tabernacle's beams haves 

rings through which a pole was slid to support 

the structure (26:29).  

4. (1) The words for vav (hook) (Exodus 27:10) 

(2) and shesh (flax) (25:4 with Rashi), each 

contain only one letter (doubled) in its name.  

5. In parshas Beraishis, Hashem guards the path 

to the Tree of Life with two cherubs (keruvim) 

(Genesis 3:24).  

Suddenly, there was an awful noise. The name of 

Haman had been read, and little Yaakov was swinging his 

gragger with all his might. Happily, with a big smile on his 

face, he was swinging that gragger. 

Everyone became very frightened. The Rabbi contin-

ued reading. People were shaking their heads. They made 

signs to Yaakov that he must be quiet. One man wanted to 

take the gragger away from him, but Yaakov would not even 

let him touch it. Everyone was afraid that Yaakov would 

scream and make a lot of noise if forced to give up his grag-

ger. So he was allowed to keep it. No one could tell him to 

stop using the gragger, for during the reading of the Megillah 

it is forbidden to speak. They were hoping that Yaakov 

would understand and put the gragger away. 

The windows to the prince's room were open to let in 

some fresh air. Gathered around his bed were the ministers, 

the doctors and the Czar. There was total silence in the room. 

The prince was pale and weak. He had no strength left. His 

eyes were closed and he seemed not even to be breathing. 

What was that? Who dared to break the rule of si-

lence? All the people in the room ran to the window to see 

who the guilty one was. The next moment they jumped in 

fright, for they heard a voice behind them asking for some 

water. 

There was the prince, sitting up in bed, wide awake. 

"What a jolly noise I hear! What is it? Please bring me some 

water. I have never been so thirsty in my whole life. Hurry, 

please. I feel so dry." The noise of the gragger had awakened 

the prince. 

In a few days he was well, and the whole company 

returned in peace to the palace. The Jews in the town were 

saved, and they had the happiest Purim day you could ever 

imagine. 

Yaakov was the hero of the day. People hugged him 

and kissed him. They gave him so much nasherei that he had 

enough to eat till Passover. 

(Stories of Greatness — Continued from page 6) 

The complete edition of 

Rabbi Moshe Atik's Torah Teasers  

is available on AMAZON 
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beginning of Tetzaveh); therefore, it required meticulous 

crafting, as opposed to the time of the second Beis Hamik-

dash, when the true connection between the Beis Hamikdash 

and Hashem and the true power of Torah knowledge were 

lost. The Menorah was able to be constructed easily as it did-

n’t represent so much. 

 The Griz suggests  that it is actually the opposite. The 

Mikdash of Heaven is actually aligned to the Mikdash of 

Earth. The Mikdash of Earth represents the Torah, and the 

(Uri Himelstein — Continued from page 1) 
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            The central theme of Parshas Terumah and Parshas Tetzave is Hashem commanding Moshe to build the 

Mishkan.  In two weeks we will read Parshas Ki Sisa, which includes the sin of the Golden Calf.  This transgres-

sion significantly lowered the spiritual level of the entire nation. It seems strange how Hashem could possibly for-

give B’nei Yisrael for committing idolatry, one of the three cardinal sins, despite their receiving the divine revela-

tion of Matan Torah just 40 days before. This issue leads Rashi in Ki Sisa to utilize the principle brought in 

Masechet Pesachim (6b) of “Ein Mukdam Um’uchar B’torah”, that the events of the Torah are not necessarily in 

chronological order. He explains that the building of the Mishkan was a sort of atonement for the Cheit Ha’egel, 

and despite the Parshiyos of the Mishkan preceding the Parsha of the Cheit, the Cheit Ha’egel came before 

Hashem’s command to build the Mishkan.  However, the Ramban, the Ibn Ezra, and others prefer to keep the To-

rah in chronological order and say that Hashem’s command to construct the Mishkan took place prior to the Cheit 

Ha’egel.  According to these opinions, Hashem’s reasoning for building the Mishkan was solely to allow for com-

munication between the B’nei Yisroel and Hashem through the Avodah. The Avodah would strengthen the rela-

tionship between man and God.                                                                           

 Nowadays, when we have no Mishkan, our davening acts as its substitute. The Passuk in Hoshea (14:3) 

informs us, “Un’shalma Parim Sifasaynu”, we hope Hashem will consider the words of our lips when we pray as 

worthy as the animals we would sacrifice in the Mishkan. The dispute between Rashi and the other commentaries 

shows us the dual purpose of prayer. Rashi’s opinion of the Mishkan being an atonement for the Cheit Ha’egel 

shows us the request aspect of prayer, represented in the middle 13 brachos of Shemonah Esrei, which are all dif-

ferent requests.  If one feels the need for forgiveness, for parnasah, for refuah, prayer serves that purpose.  The 

other aspect of prayer, represented by the first and last three brachos of Shemonah Esrei, is meant to strengthen 

the relationship between a Jew and Hashem.  These brachos contain praise and thanks to Hashem for everything 

He does for us on a daily basis.  This, according to the Ramban, Ibn Ezra, and others, was the only purpose Ha-

shem had for creating the Mishkan. The praise is not for Hashem’s sake, but for ours.  We should all take ad-

vantage of both aspects of Tefilah and try to continually strengthen our Davening. 

right, the way they were grown. Ha-Shem wanted the Kerashim to represent the characteristics of Yisroel, great-

ness and power, in the Mishkan itself. Being made of cedar wood, the Kerashim represent the characteristics of 

cedar, grandeur and loftiness. Ha-Shem didn’t want to use wood from Egypt since He wanted the Jewish view of 

grandeur and loftiness, not the Egyptian version. A Jewish view of grandeur and loftiness is a means to serve Ha-

Shem to the best extent, not an excuse to do the opposite. This explains the Medrash that the Kerashim were to be 

placed “the way they were grown”. Seemingly, it means that the Kerashim were to be placed upright. However, 

in Hebrew, that same phrase can mean, “the way they were brought up (raised)”. Ha-Shem hints to the idea that 

Jewish pride and loftiness that comes from the way we were brought up, the Jewish way. Only by having the cor-

rect upbringing and Jewish pride and loftiness can we support the rest of our Mishkan, Judaism. We should all be 

zocheh to use the great gifts of pride, grandeur, and loftiness in order to serve Ha-Shem to the fullest extent. 

(Moishy Rothman — Continued from page 1) 
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 “And make for me a sanctuary so I may dwell 

among them”. (Exodus 25:8)  

 At a close analysis of this passuk, its statements 

seem to be contradictory. It says “And make for me a 

sanctuary”, thereby implying that the construction of the 

Mishkan is solely for Hashem’s purpose. However, the 

passuk also states “So I may dwell among them” (Bnai 

Yisrael). The second half of the passuk seems to be im-

plying that the building of the Mishkan is for the good 

of Bnai Yisrael, and not for Hashem’s sake. Together 

these two statements create a very confusing and contra-

dicting passuk. What does this passuk really mean, and 

how is the contradiction between the two statements 

resolved?  

 To answer this question, an analysis is required 

of the significance of two of the vessels used in the 

Mishkan. The first vessel is the Shulchan (the Table). 

Every Friday afternoon, twelve loaves of bread known 

as the Lechem Hapanim (show-bread) were baked and 

then put on the Shulchan on Shabbos. The following 

Shabbos, they were taken off the Shulchan, and the Ko-

hanim ate them. Miraculously, the show-bread remained 

fresh the entire week. As the Lechem Hapanim from the 

previous week was taken off the Shulchan for the Koha-

nim to eat, new loaves were placed onto the Table at the 

exact same time. In this way, the Shulchan was never 

empty, to comply with the commandment “On the table 

you shall place show-bread before me always” (Exodus 

25:30). The Table represented the medium through 

which Hashem bestowed material blessing onto the en-

tire world. The reason the Shulchan had to always have 

bread on it was to symbolize that Hashem should con-

stantly bless us with physical well-being and success. 

Although the building of the Shulchan seems to be ex-

clusively for the sake of Hashem, in reality, it is a sym-

bol that Hashem should bless us with material success, 

making it for our benefit. 

 The second vessel of the Mishkan that needs to 

be analyzed before answering the original question is 

the Menorah. The Menorah represents the light of the 

Torah. It represents how someone should use his Torah 

learning to guide him throughout life just as a lantern 

guides someone through a dark alleyway. When the Ko-

hen Gadol (The High Priest) lights the Menorah, he 

prays to Hashem that He bless him and all of Bnei Yis-

rael with the Torah knowledge to avoid all the spiritual 

dangers of this world. From here it seems that like the 

Shulchan, although the Menorah was built because of a 

commandment from Hashem, its construction was actu-

ally for our own benefit.  

 The same theme could be applied to the con-

struction of the Mishkan. Although the building of the 

Mishkan was a commandment from Hashem, its con-

struction was really for our benefit. The purpose of 

building the Mishkan was so that we could regain the 

same relationship we had with Hashem during Matan 

Torah in spite of the Cheit Ha’Eigel. This resolves the 

seeming contradiction in the passuk above. “Make for 

Me (Hashem) a sanctuary”, meaning that the Mishkan’s 

construction had to be for Hashem’s sake, “So I may 

dwell among them (Bnai Yisrael)”, meaning its ultimate 

result will be for our benefit.  

 After understanding this passuk, it can now be 

deduced that all of Hashem’s mitzvot are in reality for 

our own benefit. With Hashem’s help, may we be able 

to view all mitzvot as a means through which Hashem 

will bless us and draw us closer to him, and not just as a 

heavy burden.  

Hidden Benefit 

By Brian Chernigoff, 9th Grade 

Mikdash of Heaven represents the creation. Therefore, the Mikdash of Heaven first looks into Torah before crea-

tion. Out of this comes a major yesod:  the world is created according to the Torah, not vice versa. 

 The Griz proves his point based on the words of the R’ Chaim Soloveitchik. There are mitzvot that are 

able to be mekayem (sustain) the world. For example, the mitzvah of tzedaka sustains the world. Additionally, 

there are negative mitzvot that if violated would bring destruction to the world. This category includes murder and 

robbery. 

 It would appear based on this that the Torah commanded these mitzvot in order to allow the world to keep 

(Uri Himelstein — Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 In this week's Parsha, the Torah discusses the 

Mishkan in great detail. Many of us were able to con-

nect to Sefer Bereshis and all it had to offer, but for 

many of us, the Mishkan is hard to relate to. After all, 

we don't have the Mishkan nowadays. So what mes-

sage can we take out from this Parsha that discusses 

the Mishkan in great length? 

 In the Parsha, the Torah tells us: “V'asu Le 

Mikdash, V'Shachantey BeSocham.” Hashem says: 

“They shall make Me a sanctuary so that I can dwell 

among them.” If the pasuk is referring to the Mish-

kan, the pasuk should say: V'Shachantey BeSocho - 

so that I can dwell among it. Why does the pasuk 

make the reference in the plural, and what can we 

take out from it? 

 The Nefesh Hachaim explains that the Mish-

kan is similar to man in that they’re both models of 

the upper spiritual worlds. Hashem tells us that the 

Mishkan should be a place 'V'Shachantey 

BeSocham'- a place where Hashem can dwell within 

the world. Therefore, just as the Mishkan was a place 

where Hashem’s presence was able to dwell, we are 

supposed to act as Jews, where Hashem’s presence 

can also rest. By doing this, we can each become a 

'mini-Mishkan' for Hashem’s sechina to dwell. 

 May we each be zoche to be a kli (vessel) 

where Hashem’s shchena can dwell in this world. 

Being a Mishkan 
By Yaakov Bluestein, DRS Alumnus 

 This week’s פרשה starts off with Hashem 

listing the items that בני ישראל need to build the משכן. 

The thirteen materials were gold, silver, and copper; 

blue, purple, and red dyed wool; flax, goat hair, ani-

mal skin, wood, olive oil, spices, and gems. 

 They shall make“ - ”ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם“ 

for me a sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them.”  

 On הר סיני, Hashem gives Moshe detailed 

instructions on how to build the ארון and the כרבים, 

the שלחן and its utensils, the menorah, and finally the 

 Hashem told them to build it in a way so that .מזבח

they would be able to dismantle the כלים, transport 

them, and reassemble them. 

 The inner chamber was where the אורן would 

be put, and the מנורה and the שלחן would be placed in 

the outer chamber. The 3 outer walls of the משכןwere 

made of wood, covered with gold. They would then 

be placed into silver sockets. The final wall had an 

embroidered screen held up by five posts. The roof 

had three layers. The first was a layer of multicolored 

wool and linen. The second was a covering of goat 

hair. And the final layer was a covering of ram and 

tachash skins. Surrounding the משכן was the חצר, 

which was where the מזבח would be put. 

on functioning. However, the Griz states that it is just the opposite. The reason these mitzvot are so vital to the 

world is that they are in the Torah, meaning that the mitzvot came before the world. The world could just as easily 

have been created in a way that murder helped the world and tzedaka hurt it. Yet, since the Torah commands to do 

tzedaka and forbids murder, the world was created the way it was. 

 The Griz points out that this whole yesod appears to be difficult. How could we come up with reasons for 

certain mitzvot if they predated the whole creation; the mitzvot predated the reasons? He therefore asserts that any 

of the reasons given by humans simply come from a G-d given gift of ours to reason. The reasons we come up 

with aren’t the real reasons. They are simply skeletons of a reason; we can't possibly fathom the real ones, so 

Hashem gave us these “tastes” of reasons (a טעם of a טעימה). 

 

 As seen in the Sefer טללי אורות 

(Uri  Himelstein — Continued from page 4) 
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STORIES OF GREATNESS 
TOLD OVER BY: DAVID LAUER 

As we begin to approach the holiday 

of Purim, I felt that it was already appropri-

ate to share a story relating to purim. The 

following story “Gragger: A Purim Story” by 

Nissan Mindel teaches us to appreciate the 

freedom to express our Yidishkeit. Taken 

from Chabad.org. 

Since this is a story about a gragger, it 

is of course a Purim story. 

One Purim many, many years ago, in 

the little town of Vardik, in far-off Russia, 

everyone was very sad and worried. Instead 

of looking forward to the gaiety of the holi-

day, they were afraid that their entire Jewish 

community would be destroyed. It almost 

seemed like the times of the first Purim--

that's how great the danger was. 

The son of the great powerful Czar 

had gone hunting in the woods with a group 

of friends. They had lost their way and by 

chance arrived in the town of Vardik. All the 

people were excited to have this distinguished 

visitor in their midst. They gave him the fin-

est room in the local inn, the finest food, and 

delicious cakes. 

The next day, the prince suddenly be-

came very ill and was unable to return home. 

Messengers were sent to the Czar to report 

the bad news. In a very short time, the Czar 

and several important ministers arrived in 

Vardik. 

They had brought several doctors with 

them who immediately began to examine the 

prince. Each one tried to cure him, but none 

was successful. The prince was moaning in 

pain. His face was flushed, and he was burn-

ing with fever. Most of the time he slept. He 

refused all food and drink. His very life was 

in danger. 

And then one of the ministers said 

that it was the fault of the Jews that the prince 

was sick, because they gave him bad food. 

This was of course ridiculous and untrue, but 

everyone was so worried about the sickness 

of the prince that they believed him. Unfortu-

nately, many times in history, when there was 

any kind of trouble, evil men placed the 

blame on innocent Jews. 

And so the Jews of Vardik were very 

frightened, for they knew that their lives 

might be in danger. 

On the day before Purim, two notices 

were put on trees. They said that if the prince 

did not recover by the end of the next day, all 

the Jews in Vardik would be held responsible. 

Also, since the prince was very weak, every-

one had to be very quiet. 

But the Megillah had to be read. The 

Jews gathered silently in the little shul on the 

main street, right near the inn where the 

prince lay gravely ill. Everyone in shul was 

told to sit absolutely still, for the Rabbi would 

read in a soft, low voice. The children had 

been told to leave their graggers home, for 

the notice had requested silence.  

The fathers looked very serious and 

sad. The mothers in the women's section were 

crying. There was no feeling of Purim in the 

air, that's for sure. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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