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Don’t Outsmart the Torah  
           By Eitan Lipsky , 12th Grade 

   

T 
he first Rashi in the parsha says that the reason the passuk uses two languages of Emor, is “Le’hazhir gedo-

lim al ha’ketanim” - to enjoin adults with regard to minors. Rashi is saying that the reason is to include the 

children as well. However, this language of “Le’hazhir” is not the ideal language. Rashi should have said 

“Yazhiru”, they will instruct, and not “Le’hazhir”, to instruct! 

 The Beis Aharon explains that this Rashi is teaching a profound lesson in parenting. Often times fathers 

explain to their children the importance of learning and observing the Torah, but rarely practice it themselves. This 

sets a bad example for the child. If a child is learning in Yeshivah but sees a different atmosphere at home, he will 

not be the best person he could be. It is the job of the father to establish a household where the learning done in 

school is the same as at home. 

 Children emulate their fathers. So, if the father is listening to shiurim or learning a sefer, the child will 

want to do the same. This will lead to the son enjoying Torah as well as bond between father and son. This learn-

ing will only lead to a healthy and successful relationship. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Like Father Like Son     

    By Yaakov Hagler , 12th Grade 

ר ֶאל-ַויֹּאֶמר ְיהָוה ֶאל” ֶשה, ֱאמֹּ ן; ְוָאַמְרָת ֲאֵלֶהם, ְלֶנֶפש ֹלא-מֹּ ֲהִנים ְבֵני ַאֲהרֹּ  “ִיַטָמא ְבַעָמיו-ַהכֹּ

T 
he Parsha begins by stating the special commandment to the Kohanim to 

not be metamei themselves to dead bodies. The question can be asked: 

why are the Kohanim specifically commanded regarding this mitzvah? 

 The Shem MiShmuel addresses this question by discussing the sin of Ad-

am Harishon. Prior to Adam’s sin, man was supposed to be eternal, however, 

this sin introduced the concept of death into the world. Why did this sin, a seem-

ingly small act, have such a powerfully negative effect on the world? He an-

swers that this sin showed a lack of t’mimus. While this midah is quite difficult 

to directly translate, it is easiest to define the word by giving examples of what a 

tamim person is and is not. 

 The passuk in Shoftim says: ָתִמים ִתְהֶיה ִעם ְיהָוה ֱאֹלֶהיָך (Dvarim 18:13). 

Many of the Meforshim explain this to mean that we should be people who fol-

low our commandment and don’t ask questions. We also can’t make our own 

calculations to try and determine whether the command applies to us or not. This 

was the sin of the Eitz Hada’as. Chava’s response to the snake’s claims that eat-

ing the fruit would make her G-d-like should have been that if Hashem really 

wanted that for her and Adam, He wouldn’t have prohibited them from eating 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Torah Teasers  

By Rabbi Moshe Erlbaum, 9th Grade Rebbe  
  

 פרשת אמור
Questions 

 

1. In this parsha, which sin is punishable by burning? What 4 

places in the Torah is fire explicitly used as a punishment? 

2. In this parsha, which law involves the sun? 

3. In this parsha, which three laws refer to broken bones? 

4. In what two contexts is the "eighth day" mentioned in this 

parsha? 

5. Which offering contains leavened bread (chametz)? Where 

else in the Torah does an offering contain leavened bread? 

6. Which two of the seven species of the land of Israel, explicitly 

appear in this parsha? 

Answers 
 

1. In this parsha, adultery committed by a Kohen's daughter is 

punishable by burning (Leviticus 21:9). Elsewhere: in parshas 

Vayera, the entire city of Sodom is burned with sulfur and fire 

(Genesis 19:24). In parshas Shmini, Aharon's sons, Nadav and 

Avihu, are burned with fire (Leviticus 10:2). In parshas 

Beha'alosecha, fire consumes the complainers (Numbers 11:1). 

In parshas Korach, the 250 men who joined the rebellion are 

burned with fire (Numbers 16:35). 

2. A ritually impure person who purifies himself in a mikveh 

must wait for sunset to be considered completely pure 

(Leviticus 22:7). 

3. A Kohen with a broken bone is disqualified from serving in 

the Tabernacle (Leviticus 21:19). An animal with a broken 

bone cannot be brought as an offering (Leviticus 22:22). If 

someone breaks another person's bone, he must compensate 

the victim (Leviticus 24:20). 

4. An animal is only fit as an offering starting from the eighth 

day after its birth (Leviticus 22:27). The festival of Shmini 

Atzeret is on the eighth day of Sukkot (Leviticus 23:36). 

5. The sacrifice of the "Two Loaves" (shtei halechem) brought 

on Shavuos are leavened bread (Leviticus 23:17). In parshas 

Tzav, the loaves accompanying the Thanksgiving offering are 

of leavened bread (Leviticus 7:13). 

6. Dates are mentioned in the command to take a branch of the 

date-palm tree on Sukkot (Leviticus 23:40). Olives are men-

tioned in the command to light the menorah in the Tabernacle 

with pure olive oil (Leviticus 24:2). 

The complete edition of  
Rabbi Moshe Atik's Torah Teasers  

is available on AMAZON  
(keyword Torah Teaers)  

the fruit. By not responding this way and following 

their orders, and instead trying to “outsmart the Torah” 

because of their temptations for the fruit and their de-

sire to gain G-d-like wisdom, Adam and Chava 

brought death to the world. This is because death is 

essentially when the Kochos Hatumah overpower a 

person’s nefesh, causing it to leave the body. When 

one is tamim, and thus deeply connected to the Shechi-

nah, these Kochos Hatumah can’t affect him. Howev-

er, by straying from this connection, and thus allowing 

the Kochos Hatumah to get in, death was born. 

 We know that Yaakov Avinu is known as an 

 It is thus not surprising to hear that the .איש תם

Medrash states that Yaakov never died. Some have 

pointed out that the word תם is the word מת spelled 

backwards, because this midah holds someone back 

from death. 

 When Hashem got angry at Moshe and Aharon 

after Mei M’rivah because of the incident with the hit-

ting of the rock, He then informed them that they 

would not enter into Eretz Yisroel because of this sin. 

The Yalkut Shimoni points out that Aharon could have 

complained about this decree. He was not involved in 

the sin, and thus seemingly had a right to take issue 

with Hashem’s decree. However, he did not do so, be-

cause he was a tamim person, who accepted whatever 

was granted to him by Hashem. It is for this reason, 

states the Yalkut Shimoni, that Aharon was appointed 

the Kohen Gadol. Someone who is appointed to be a 

source of bracha for the entire Bnei Yisroel must be 

equipped with this trait of accepting whatever Hashem 

gives him. 

 This, explains the Shem MiShmuel, is why Ko-

hanim cannot become tamei to dead bodies. The source 

of their special position of power came from this 

midah of tmimus. Therefore, the Kohanim can’t be in-

volved in aspects of death, which run counter to that 

concept. Whether we are Kohanim or not, we must 

take this lesson and try to become people who don’t 

complain about their lot or try to find ways to avoid 

doing certain mitzvos. Rather, we should strive to be as 

tamim as possible, and in this way we will merit the 

times of Mashiach and Techiyas Ha’Meisim, which 

will come naturally once we obtain this midah. 

(Eitan Lipsky — Continued from page 1) 



 

 This week's parsha contains many precepts that 

pertain to Aharon and his descendants. He and his chil-

dren merited to be the agents of the Jewish Nation in the 

sacred service performed in the Temple. As a result of 

this exalted status, there are many extra stringencies that 

they, the Kohanim, are required to follow. These can be 

found in the book of Leviticus (Chap. 21). 

 The first verse states “And G-d said to Moshe, 

‘Say to the Kohanim, (the) sons of Aharon, and say to 

them, he shall not defile himself (through contact) with 

death among his people.’” This means that a Kohain is 

required to avoid contact with a dead body, so much to 

the extent that he can’t even be under the same roof of a 

human corpse. Also, a Kohain can not attend a funeral 

except for a wife, mother, father, unmarried sister, 

brother, son, or daughter. 

 The unusual thing about this verse is the repeti-

tion of the words “say to the Kohanim,” and then again 

“you shall say to them.” Seemingly, once would have 

been sufficient. Rashi quotes the Talmud that the repeti-

tion should be interpreted as follows. “Say to them” the 

following: “you (each Kohain) should say to them (your 

children) not to defile themselves etc.” This means to 

say that each Kohain is exhorted to teach his children to 

follow these special laws. The possessors of this infor-

mation should be purveyors of it as well. 

 There is an important lesson to us all in these 

words. If parents wish their children to identify with 

Jewish ideals, they must be taught by example to follow 

the ideals. The same is so regarding an individual who 

wants to be a role model and impact his surroundings. 

 This is illustrated in a story in “In the Footsteps 

of the Maggid,” by Rabbi Paysach Krohn, about a child 

who grew up years ago in Jerusalem. He was from a 

very poor family. One Shabbos day, he was out walking 

through the Jaffa Gate, in a section of the city densely 

populated by Arabs. He was on his way to the Western 

Wall when he happened upon a gold coin laying in the 

street. He dared not pick it up, as he would not handle 

money on Shabbos. He knew that the coin could be used 

to feed his hungry family for two weeks. He decided to 

just place his foot on top of the coin until Shabbos 

would end, and then he would take it. Needless to say, 

this was an amazing feat for a child of a young age. Af-

ter standing there for over an hour, an Arab boy noticed 

him and questioned him as to why he was standing there 

like a statue. As the Arab boy insisted on hearing an an-

swer, the Jewish child began to explain. Hearing that 

there was something under the boy’s foot, the Arab boy 

immediately pushed the boy aside, grabbed the coin, 

and ran. Feeling quite down, the boy returned to syna-

gogue.  

 The *Rabbi noticed that he was not his usual 

helpful self, and he came to the boy inviting him to par-

ticipate in Seudah Shlishis, the third Sabbath meal. The 

child related the entire story to the Rabbi. He told the 

boy that he should join the others at the table for now, 

and that after Shabbos he should join him at his home. 

Later, at home, the Rabbi reached into his drawer, took 

out an identical coin, and said “this coin is yours on the 

condition that you will give me the eternal reward that 

you will receive for what you did this afternoon.” Upon 

hearing this offer, and understanding the worth of the 

deed, he refused. He said, “if that is what the deed is 

worth, then it’s not for sale.” The Rabbi bent over to the 

boy, and kissed him on his forehead. With great wis-

dom, the Rabbi taught this boy the value of a mitzvah 

(commandment), and that lesson stayed with him for 

many years hence. 

 
*The Chernobyler Rebbe, Rabbi Nachum Twersky (1840-1936). 

   

  —Adapted from Rabbi Dovid Green 

The Kohanim and our Children  
By Ariel Sacknovitz , 11th Grade 
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 In this week’s Parsha, Hashem warns us that if someone physically hurts someone else, he must pay an 

“Ayin Tachas Ayin” (24:20), an eye for an eye.  In Baba Kama 84a, the Gemara interprets this pasuk to mean that 

the attacker (Mazik) pays the victim (Nizik) the value of the eye in money. However, Beis Din evaluates the 

amount based on the value of the eye of the attacker and not on that of the victim.  

 The Rambam also explains that the pasuk is not to be taken literally, and the law is that the attacker pays 

for the damaged body part with money. Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik asks, “If this is so, why doesn’t the Torah 

say ‘Kesef Tachas Ayin’, money in payment for the victim’s eye?”  He answers that had the Torah written “Kesef 

Tachas Ayin”, it would give the impression that the injured party’s body parts are only considered to have a mon-

etary value. Thus, the injurer would be able to claim that he will simply pay back the monetary value and all will 

be okay.  For this reason, the Torah says, “Ayin Tachas Ayin”, that the aggressor deserves to be punished “Midah 

Kineged Midah”, measure for measure.   

 The assailant should rightfully have his eye taken out. However, in Hashem’s infinite mercy, he can sub-

stitute money for his actual eye. For this reason, the Gemara rules that the court should evaluate the value to be 

paid based on how much the attacker’s eye is worth, and not based on the value of the victim’s eye. The punish-

ment is not the repayment of the value of damaged property, it is the penalty for taking away Hashem’s gift of 

sight.  By saying “Ayin Tachas Ayin”, the Torah wants us to realize the infinite value of the components of hu-

man life.          —Adapted from Otzar Chaim  

We know that at Har Sinai everyone heard the voice of 

 But what voice did they hear? One answer is that .ה‘

after Bnei Yisroel received the Torah, the voice they 

heard was the voice of everyone learning and spreading 

the Torah. This spreading of Torah is first enrooted in a 

person when he is a child. And the best way to do that is 

to learn with your father. Similarly, it says in Shema that 

you should teach your children Torah and speak to them 

about it. This is again explaining that the best and most 

effective way to teach your child Torah is to learn with 

them and even just in your house, to familiarize them 

with words of Torah. These children are the next genera-

tion Torah scholars, and it is our job to educate them cor-

rectly. 

(Yaakov Hagler — Continued from page 1) 
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“An Eye for An Eye”  
By Yehuda Inslicht , 10th Grade 

The weekly Parsha Lesson,  

by Netanel Abramchayev 

 גבריאל בן ,my loving grandfathers לעלוי נשמת 

  טובה וגם יהודה בן יהושע
 

Why does the Torah place the verse “When you reap 

the harvest of your land, you shall not remove com-

pletely the corners of your field… nor shall you 

gather the gleanings… for the poor and proselyte 

you shall leave them” (23:22) in middle of the dis-

cussion of the festivals? Because if someone gives 

gifts to the poor it is as if he built the holy Temple 

and brought offerings on it. 

—Adabted from Rabbi Raphael Pelcovitz  



 

adhere closely to his counsel. Any poor person that 

crossed Moshe’s path was immediately endowed with a 

generous contribution, without any delay to check the 

recipient’s worthiness. For several years Moshe conduct-

ed himself in this manner, but still there was no revela-

tion of Elijah. His frustration gave him no rest. 

 One day, while he was busy at work with a num-

ber of different customers, a messenger arrived from his 

house telling him that a pathetic-looking, poverty-

stricken man had knocked on the door of the house, beg-

ging for help. The pauper, however, had refused to ac-

cept the food that a servant had brought. Instead, the 

pauper had insisted that he be invited into the dining hall 

so he could sit and eat there. Reb Moshe’s wife wasn’t 

sure how to handle the situation, so she had sent to ask 

her husband’s advice. 

 At first Moshe was outraged by the needy man’s 

chutzpah. But then, remembering the rebbe’s counsel, he 

instructed the messenger simply to tell his wife that he 

would come home as soon as he could, and that in the 

meantime she should fulfill the stranger’s unusual re-

quest and invite him in. When he arrived about an hour 

later, he found his wife pacing near the entrance, exas-

perated, impatiently awaiting him. As soon as she saw 

him, she burst out bitterly, “Not even sitting in our din-

ing hall satisfies this beggar; he demanded to take a nap 

in our bedroom!” 

 Moshe dashed upstairs to the master bedroom. 

He could barely believe the sight that greeted him: a di-

sheveled, crude-looking person, wearing what seemed to 

be more rags and patches than actual clothing, sprawled 

across his bed, with the stains and remains of his meal 

spread all over himself—on the hitherto fresh linens. As 

Moshe stood there with bulging eyes and mouth opened 

wide, the “guest” looked up at him and drawled, “Nu? 

So, how about a little donation? A modest, insignificant 

sum—only a measly thousand gold pieces.” 

 Moshe wasn’t sure whether to erupt in anger or 

burst into laughter. He was so taken aback, he felt pow-

erless to move or speak; he could only stand there in 

stunned silence. “If you won’t give me right now one 

thousand cash, I won’t leave!” announced the strange 

beggar defiantly. 

 Moshe calmed down a bit from his initial shock. 

Deciding to ignore the insult to his honor, he simply of-

fered the man a lesser sum. “Fifty . . . a hundred . . . one 

hundred fifty . . .” Eventually he offered him 200 gul-

den—hardly a small sum. 

It was as if the man on his bed had sealed his ears. He 

kept arrogantly asserting he would take 1000 gulden, 

and not a penny less. Moshe finally lost all patience with 

this rude boor, and signaled his servants to remove the 

impudent pest from his presence. But the target was 

much too quick. Before they could lay a hand on him, he 

climbed out of the window and disappeared. 

 All this occurred just a few hours before Lag Ba-

Omer. That night, all the chassidim gathered at the 

tzaddik’s table in honor of the occasion. Moshe was 

among them. Rabbi Boruch spoke about the divine reve-

lations that are manifest on this special day, but that not 

everyone merits to recognize them. Moshe decided that 

this must certainly be an auspicious moment to mention 

his burning request. 

 The rebbe’s response shocked him like an icy 

hand squeezing his heart: “But didn’t you already meet a 

poor person who requested from you one thousand gold 

pieces?” 

 Moshe quickly told the tzaddik about the impu-

dent beggar who had so crudely pushed his way into his 

house earlier in the day. “Ach. What a pity!” the rebbe 

sighed softly. “You saw Elijah the prophet, but didn’t 

recognize him.” 

 “That vagrant was Elijah the prophet?!” Moshe 

screamed in dismay. 

 “Yes,” explained the rebbe. “He appears to peo-

ple according to the root of their souls and the level of 

their deeds.” 

 Moshe was truly brokenhearted. He and his wife 

decided to move to the Holy Land. They settled in the 

holy city of Safed, where a change came over him al-

most immediately. He no longer sought greatness or ex-

traordinary revelations. He served G‑d simply and 

wholeheartedly. 

 Before Lag BaOmer, he would go to Meron and 

devote himself to serving the myriads of attendees who 

crowded in to the tomb area around the clock. He rubbed 

shoulders with the masses of simple Jews who came to 

honor Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, taking pleasure from 

their company and helping to take care of their needs. 

 Several years later, in Meron on Lag BaOmer, as 

Moshe was hurrying to and fro to help serve the many 

guests, he suddenly saw in front of him a face that was 

burned into his memory: it was the “beggar” who had 

appeared at his house so many years ago! 

 Moshe froze in his tracks. He stared in amaze-

ment at the person in his path. This time, the eyes that 

looked back at him were no longer outraged and chal-

lenging; they were bright and shiny in the midst of a 

smiling face . . . 

(Stories of Greatness — Continued from page 6) 
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STORIES OF GREATNESS 
TOLD OVER BY: DAVID LAUER 

The following story “Lag B’Omer Hospitali-

ty” by Yerachmiel Tilles, teaches us that no 

actions go unnoticed. Have an amazing Shab-

bos!! 

 About two and a half centuries ago, 

there lived in Kosov a wealthy textile mer-

chant named Reb Moshe. He lived in the best 

section of the city, in a luxurious mansion on 

a huge estate, on which grassy lawns, lush 

gardens and orchards of fruit trees all flour-

ished. Basically a simple person, his innate 

humility seemed to remain unaffected even as 

his wealth grew from year to year. But then, 

one day, an unusual idea entered his mind and 

took hold of his heart. Moshe had become 

possessed by the desire to experience a reve-

lation of Elijah the prophet. 

 Not that he was under the illusion that 

because of his wealth he was entitled, at pre-

sent, to see Elijah. He knew better than that. 

So, to become “worthy” of attaining his ob-

jective, he undertook a series of fasts and oth-

er forms of deprivations and self-afflictions, 

hoping that these would enable him to fulfill 

his wish. But to no avail. 

 He started to keep company with the 

chassidim and the other strictly religious peo-

ple in the community, emulating their ways. 

He hoped that their superior spiritual attain-

ments would rub off on him, and his resultant 

elevation would allow him to attain his goal. 

That also didn’t work. 

 Unsure what to try next, he decided to 

consult the local tzaddik, Rabbi Boruch of 

Kosov. The rebbe listened intently, but to 

Moshe’s dismay then said, “Reb Moshe, why 

are you trying to pursue such lofty matters? 

Your task is to perform acts of kindness and 

charity—that’s what your soul requires for its 

rectification.” 

 Moshe left the rebbe’s room, frustrat-

ed. He still felt sure that he knew what he re-

ally needed. From that day on, Moshe the 

merchant’s behavior changed radically. He 

abandoned his business for hours at a time in 

order to be in the beit midrash. He no longer 

paid much attention to his personal appear-

ance or the upkeep of his estate, abandoning 

almost completely the aristocratic lifestyle he 

had adopted over the years. 

 After some time, he went to visit the 

tzaddik again. Eyes downcast, the dark shad-

ow of depression on his face, it was clear he 

was deeply troubled. His desire to see the 

prophet left him no peace. As he told the reb-

be of his frustrations, he involuntarily emitted 

a deep sigh. 

 The rebbe repeated his advice that the 

proper path for Moshe was that of kindness 

and good deeds. This time, however, he 

seemed to accept Moshe’s sincerity, and ad-

vised him to greatly increase his distribution 

of tzedakah. Then, after a pause, the rebbe 

added mysteriously, “If a poor man should 

approach you and request even a thousand 

gold pieces, don’t refrain from granting his 

request.” 

 Moshe, once again, felt belittled by 

the rebbe’s reply. Nevertheless, he decided to 

(Continued on page 5) 
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