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When looking at a product it isn’t always easy to ascertain the source. This is also 

true of behaviors. When a person is very gracious and kind, one can not simply view his 

kindness and know that it is a product of his nature. Was he born with a kind disposition? 

Did his parents train him in how to relate to others? Perhaps a recent life-changing event 

has inspired him to behave in this way.  The source isn’t clear from the behavior but it 

makes all the difference in the world. 

 

In this week’s parsha we are given a glimpse of two people who seem to both 

have very similar attitudes towards guests and how they should be treated. The Parsha 

opens with Avrohom recovering from his circumcision at the age of 99. This was major 

surgery for a man of his age and he was undoubtedly in a tremendous amount of pain. On 

the third day after the circumcision, which we are told is the mot painful day, Hashem 

arranges for it to be a blistering hot day so that Avrohom will not be bothered by guests. 

Avrohom wants so badly to have guests that he does not rest until Hashem sends him a 

few angels in the guise of Arab travelers. Avrohom doesn’t just serve them but he runs to 

do so in pain and on a day that would make a Dallas heat wave look mild. There is no 

clearer example of why we treat Avrohom as the paragon of kindness.  

 

Our second encounter is with Avrohom’s nephew Lot. Lot receives two of the 

very same angels in his home town of Sedom. In a city which was know for unabashed 

cruelty, Lot begs his guests to come in and protects them at a risk to his own life. Both 

Avrohom and Lot seem to be exhibiting a very similar type of behavior but a very 

puzzling Rashi about Hashem’s decision to save Lot seems to cloud the issue. 

 

The pasuk (Beishis 19:29) says that Hashem remembered Avrohom and sent the 

angels to save Lot. Rashi comments that what Hashem remembered was the fact that Lot 

heard Avrohom say that Sarah was his sister when they were all traveling to Mitzrayim 

and Lot did not tell the authorities that Avrohom was lying. It was because of this act that 

Lot merited to be saved. This is very strange. The best thing that we could say about Lot 

was that he didn’t give his uncle, who had helped raise him and take care of him, over to 

the Egyptians who may very well have killed Avrohom?! Avrohom only told them that 

Sarah was his sister because he feared for his life. How could the same person who risked 

his life to save his guests have nothing better on his record than this act? 

 

Rav Eliyahu Dessler (Michtav MeEliyahu Chelek 2 p. 115-116), a major figure in 

recent Jewish philosophy, gives an insightful answer. What Lot did in Sedom was 

laudatory but it wasn’t the measure of the man. We do many things for many different 

reasons. Much of what we do is a matter of habit. We were trained by our parents, 

friends, teachers and others to act in a certain way. What we do because of our 

upbringing is a reflection on our parents and mentors far more than it is a reflection on us. 

What defines us as people are the tough choices.  

 



Every person has their challenges in their religious life. What is easily done for 

one person is another’s greatest challenge. We all have struggles and choices which 

aren’t easy. What we choose to do in the end defines us as people. It is those actions that 

make us who we are. Lot was a kind and generous person but that was more of a 

reflection on Avrohom, his mentor, than on himself. Lot’s struggle was when he went 

down to Egypt with Avrohom and he heard Avrohom try to get past the Egyptians with 

the ruse that Sarah was his sister. For whatever reason, Lot struggled with the thought of 

turning Avrohom in. In the end he decided to help Avrohom keep his secret and it was at 

that moment that he made a stride forward in his own religious personality.  

 

We raise our children with the hope that they will have a meaningful Jewish 

experience. We want them to walk the Jewish walk and talk the Jewish talk, and it is to 

our credit that we want such a life for ourselves and our children. However, as our 

children reach the age when they will no longer be in our homes, they begin to define 

themselves as people. It is the tough decisions that they make in these years, and beyond, 

that will make them who they are. We must support them in every way we can but also 

know that they need to make these decisions and be faced with their own religious 

challenges if their actions are to truly be their own. 


