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How many university
presidents stand in line
to help students move
into their rooms in the
residence halls? How
many personally serve
employees food at a
day of recognition?

students move into their rooms
in the residence halls? How many
personally serve employees food
at a day of recognition? How many
make time to meet not just with
current undergraduates, but with
prospective students — in high school
and studying in Israel — throughout
the year? It is President Joel who is
constantly reminding us to engage
“the other” on campus, those who
may appear different than ourselves, to
greet them with warmth and without
judgment. President Joel would

remind students not to limit their
friendships to those in their classes
or shiur, those from the same high
school, or from the same yeshiva or
seminary in Israel.
For the past fourteen years, President
Joel has been involved in all the
challenges that university presidents
deal with, but he has also worked to
make Yeshiva University a friendlier
and a more engaging place. In the
process, he has made our campuses
our Mount Sinai, where we can find
and engage in meaningful spiritual

experiences, helping us to improve
our individual and collective kabbalat
haTorah.
My colleagues, Rabbi Dr. Hillel
Davis, Rabbi Dr. Josh Joseph, Rabbi
Menachem Penner, Rabbi Dr. Jacob
J. Schacter, Rabbi Ezra Schwartz, and
members of the family, Rabbi Dr.
Avery Joel and Dr. Penny Joel have
contributed additional thoughtful
pieces related to Shavuot honoring the
leadership of President Richard M.
Joel.
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