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Aliya 3 |19:1-20

Examine verse 19:1.

Why did the angels wait until evening 
to travel? What evening was it? 

Rashi suggests that the angels delayed 
their  mission  in  the  hopes  that 
Avraham  would  be  successful  in 
intervening  on  behalf  of  Sodom.  The 
Netziv  suggests that Avraham joined 
the  angels  on  their  journey  and  so  it 
took  them  longer  than  it  generally 
would to travel to Sodom. Rav Zalman 
Sorotzkin  in  Oznayim  LeTorah 
suggests  that  they  arrived  at  a  time 
when they would need lodging to give 
someone in Sodom the opportunity to 
host them. He says that this is the first 
step in performing Teshuva. 
Perhaps the ability to recognize a guest in 
their vulnerable state would be enough to 
rescue  Sodom  from  its  impending  doom. 
The  act  of  recognizing  the  stranger  is  a 
profound  testimony  to  the  values  of  a 
particular society. 

Aliya 1 | 18:1-14

Examine verse 18:1.

Does this verse contain prophecy? What is 
purpose of this rendezvous between God 

and Avraham? 

Rashi  suggests  that  God  was  visiting 
Avraham  (bikkur  Cholim)  following  his 
circumcision.  The  Rambam  (Moreh 
Nevuchim 2:4) suggests that this should be 
read as a general statement (18:1) followed 
by  the  specifics  of  this  vision  (18:2).  This 
would  mean that  everything  contained  in 
the  following  verses  relating  to  Avraham 
and the angels was part of this vision. The 
Sforno  suggests  that  God  appeared  to 
reaffirm  the  commitment  Avraham  just 
made  to  this  covenant  through  his 
circumcision. The Sforno suggests that it is 
for this reason we set up an empty chair at 
every  Brit  Milah.  We  hope  that  God  will 
visit  us  just  as  he  visited  Avraham 
following his circumcision. 

Aliya 2 | 18:15-33

Examine verse 18:15.

What is going on in this verse? How  
did she say she didn’t laugh?  

Rashi  suggests  that  the  verse  is 
explicit  in  Sarah  being  afraid  of  the 
repercussions of her taking the angels 
lightly.  Ohr  HaChaim  wonders  why 
the verse includes the introduction of 
‘Vatechacheish’?  It  could  have  easily 
just started off with Sarah’s statement. 
The  Ohr  HaChaim  suggests  that  the 
verse is written this way to show that 
this ‘lie’ was not reflective of the virtue 
and character of Sarah. It is as if the lie 
stands by itself and was not uttered by 
Sarah because of her feelings. 
How significant it is that this is how the 
interaction between the angels and 
Avraham/Sarah concludes. Avraham and 
Sarah must think incredibly highly of each 
other and the Torah ensures that they do.  

Aliya 4 | 19:21-21:4

Examine verse(s) 19:(20-)21-30. 

Why do the angels grant Lot’s request 
to flee to the town of Zoar? Why 

doesn’t Lot stay in this city? 

Rashi  suggests  that  the  city  of  Zoar 
was  newer  than  the  other  cities 
destined to be destroyed and therefore 
the  destiny  of  this  small  city  was 
different than the others. It seems Lot is 
successful where Avraham is not in saving 
a small element of the neighborhood from 
destruction.  Why is  Lot  successful  when 
Avraham is not?
Rashi suggests  that  this  city is  saved 
because  of  Lot’s  presence.  In  verse 
19:30 Lot leaves this city and flees to 
the  surrounding  mountains.  The 
Sforno  suggests that Lot thought that 
the  city  of  Zoar  would  not  be  saved 
because the angel originally instructed 
him to flee to the mountains (see verse 
19:17).

Aliya 5 | 21:5-21

Examine verses 21:5-6.

What is the meaning of this child’s 
name? What does verse 21:6 add that 

hasn’t been stated in 21:3?

Rashi suggests that the day Sarah gave 
birth  many people  in  the  world  were 
healed  and  joy  in  general  was 
increased. Therefore the Torah records 
the  introduction  into  the  world  of  a 
sense  of  hope  and  joy.  The  Sforno 
suggests  that  verse  21:6  is  specifically 
recording Sarah’s reaction to her young 
son  undergoing  a  circumcision.  She 
made the statement that her concern for 
the  wellbeing of  her  son through this 
minor operation will not limit her joy. 
The  Radak  suggests  that  Sarah 
believed  that  anyone  who  heard  the 
news of her miraculous child would be 
filled  with  a  tremendous  and 
unparalleled  joy.  Perhaps  Sarah 
experienced joy by wanting to share it.

Aliya 6 | 21:22-34

Examine verse 21:22. 

What are we taught by the Torah stating “at that 
time...” and how does Avimelech know that God 

is with Avraham? 

Rashi  suggests  that  there  are  three  events  that 
proved  this  to  Avimelech:  Avraham’s  victory 
against the Kings, his escape from Sodom, and his 
rescue of Sarah. Each of these events illustrated a 
multi-faceted  blessing  from God,  both  politically 
and  personally.  The  Sforno  suggests  that 
Avimelech is saying to Avraham that he was not 
afraid of Avraham’s personal strength, but of the 
strength of God. The Rashbam  suggests that the 
words  “at  that  time...”  indicate  that  this  was 
immediately  following  the  miraculous  birth  of 
Yitzchak.  It  was  that  birth  that  made  Avimelech 
make this statement. 

Aliya 7 |22:1-24

Examine the entire Akeidah story closely (22:1-19). 
What follows is a series of questions worth 

considering while reading these verses. 

1) What names of God were used when? Why is 
that significant? 
2) Are there any hints to how Avraham is feeling 
during this process? 
2a) What is the name of the knife and why is that 
unusual/significant (22:6,10)? 
2b) To whom does Avraham respond with the 
word Hineni (22:1,7)? What is the significance of 
this?
3) Who walks away from the Akeidah (22:19)?
3a) Where is Yitzchak and what is the 
significance of this place (24:62)? 
4) How does the Akeida fit into the surrounding 
narrative (Chapter 21)?
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