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 The Talmud (Meggilah 10b) tells us that the day the Mishkan was set up was a 
day where G-d was as happy as He was at creation. This is learned from the fact that the 
identical word (VaYehi) is used to introduce our parsha, when the Mishkan was finished 
and to introduce the end of creation. There is clearly a connection between the Mishkan 
and creation. It seems that there is some aspect of the Mishkan which finally allowed a 
goal of creation to come to fruition. 
 
 Rav Shlomo Gonzfried, in his work the Apiryon, suggests that we can understand 
the first Gemara based on a fascinating Midrash. The Midrash (Beraishis Rabbah 19:7) 
relates that there are seven levels of heaven and that Hashem originally resided fully in 
this world but the sins of each generation caused G-d to remove Himself one level until 
He was in the highest level of heaven. First the sins of Adam, then the sin of Kayin 
killing Hevel, and onwards until the Egyptians. The Midrash continues that seven 
righteous people were able to bring Hashem back down into the world, beginning with 
the three forefathers and culminating with Moshe. 
 
 Rav Gonzfried explains that the ‘joy’ that Hashem has in when he is able to dwell 
in our midst, when we let Hashem into our lives. When we sin, as the seven generations 
did, we push Hashem out of our lives, preferring to place our own needs and desired 
above service of G-d. However, the seven righteous people brought Hashem’s presence 
back to the world. This finally came to a head with the completion of the construction of 
the Mishkan which was that which allowed Hashem to dwell amongst us.  
 
 The Midrash points out that Hashem tells us to build the Mishkan so that Hashem 
will be able to dwell amongst us, as we can see from the fact that Hashem says he will 
dwell in them (referring to the Jewish people) rather than in it (referring to the Mishkan, 
[see Shemos 25:8]). The Mishkan brings Hashem into our lives in a very personal and 
apparent way. We were able to see very clearly the service of Hashem and really had a 
locale where we could experience G-d. This house of G-d was portable and would be 
taken with us in all our journeys. In addition the layout of the camp was such that the 
Mishkan would always occupy the center of the camp, a constant reminder of the 
centrality of Hashem in our lives. 
 

This idea dovetails beautifully with the approach of the Ramban to the Mishkan. 
The Ramban feels that the Mishkan was meant to be a mode of continuance of the 
experience of Mt. Sinai. We had received the Torah with much fanfare and pyrotechnics. 
The experience was intense and unforgettable but difficult to translate into every day life. 
The Mishkan was meant to be a continuation of our divine experience in a way that was 
more subtle and could be sustained on a daily basis in our lives.  

 
To keep G-d before us always is indeed a difficult task. Every day is filled with 

challenges and personal agendas which can sometimes eclipse our divine overarching 



agenda. The secret of the Mishkan is finding subtle ways to bring Hashem into our life to 
refocus ourselves on our spiritual agenda whenever possible. This can be done through 
daily through prayer and weekly through Shabbos and in many other ways as well. May 
we all find our own Mishkan and through that bring Hashem into our lives and down to 
dwell amongst us. 


