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When we reflect upon the Beis HaMikdash and the service, there is good reason to expect 

it to be quite inclusive of our values. Temple service is one of the three pillars the world stands 
on (Pirkei Avos 1:2) and the Temple is G-d’s house. Additionally, if we look at the sheer 
percentage of the Torah which is involved with the construction and upkeep of the Beis 
HaMikdash we are overwhelmed by the amount of precious devoted. I think it is very reasonable 
to expect to find all of the central principals of Judaism somewhere in the Temple’s laws and 
structure. 

This is truly food for thought as we wind our way through sefer Vayikra. I’d like to 
provide one example of a quality, that of Kavod HaBrios, human dignity. Allow me to present 
three examples of how this axiomatic principle is literally built into the structure and service of 
the Temple. In our parsha we are told that the place where the Chatas (sin) offering is brought is 
identical to the place where the Olah (burnt) offering is brought (Vayikra 6:18). The Midrash 
(Vayikra Rabbah 32:6) explains that the reason the pasuk seems to be making a connection 
between these two different sacrifices is to save the honor of those who bring them. If the Chatas 
was brought in a unique location it would be clear to all why this person needed to bring a 
sacrifice. They would feel ashamed and embarrassed. Instead they Olah sacrifice is brought in 
the exact same location, so that a bystander will not know if this person has sinned or not. 

Another example1 is one of the chambers in the Beis HaMikdash known as the Lishkas 
Chashai (chamber of secrets). Long before JK Rowling, the Temple had its own room which 
contained a secret. This was the room where charity was given and received (Mishna Shekalim 
5:6). The money was simply left out so that donors and recipients could not be picked out. They 
would both enter the chamber, but the secret of whether they donated or took money remained in 
the chamber. In the Jewish community of Frankfurt Am Mein they had the similar custom to 
leave the Tzedakah box in the home of a person who was sitting shiva. For someone who was 
poor would use the communal funds to help him remain home from work for the week. Those 
who were well off were expected to donate money to the box in honor of their relative who had 
passed on. Since the person spent much time alone with the Tzedakah box, their financial 
situation remained their own private matter. 

 Finally, the Mishna in Pirkei Avos (5:7) lists the daily miracles which occurred in the 
Beis HaMikdash. One of them was the fact that there was standing room only in the Temple, 
especially during the three festivals when the entire Jewish people would flock to the Temple. 
Yet, when the part of the service came where the people were to bow, there was somehow ample 
space for all to prostrate themselves. The reason for this miracle would seem to be purely 
                                                           
1 Yet another example is the fact that Shlomo initially constructed the Beis HaMikdash with an area for nichum 
aveilim and simchas chasan to allow for communal chessed (see Rosh Moed Katan 3:46) 



practical and yet Rashi has a different spin on it. Rashi explains that when the people were 
bowed on the floor they would be whispering their most heartfelt prayers to Hashem. It would 
not be appropriate for people to hear each other’s most personal prayers and so a miracle was 
performed.  

 It is an amazing lesson to see that in the construction of the Mikdash, the way the 
sacrifices were brought and even the impetus for miracles in the Temple we see the value of 
human dignity. This central message should reverberate throughout our entire lives and even 
more so in our own shuls, which are each considered a Mikdash Me’at (Mini Temple). May we 
be able to act in a way which always preserves human dignity in all our endeavors.  


