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As Moshe continues his 37 day speech to the Jewish people, he begins to review some 

history with an eye to framing the transition from the desert to the land of Israel. In his opening 

remarks in parshas Eikev, he makes a puzzling statement. He reminds Bnei Yisroel that they are 

not getting to enter Israel because of their merits as much as the failings of the indigenous, 

Canaanite, peoples. At first blush, this seems to be a strange message. Moshe has certainly been 

reminding Bnei Yisroel of their shortcomings but this statement doesn’t seem to point to any 

specific sin, just a missive not to think they’ve earned Eretz Yisroel. What is the purpose of 

taking away a feeling of accomplishment from the 40 year journey in the desert? Can’t they at 

least feel that they have made strides and are now ready to enter the land?   

As I looked at the parsha this Shabbos, I was reflecting on transition. We had a number of 

guests who had just moved to town in various capacities and a year ago my own family went 

through just such a transition. Thinking about transitions allowed me to see Moshe’s message in 

a different light. When we transition there is a tendency for revisionist history. Kol hashchalos 

kashos, all beginnings are challenging. When we find ourselves in challenging circumstances we 

tend to remember a rosier past than was really there; we romanticize what was. The Jews did this 

when they recalled the fish, melon and cucumber in Egypt and pined for a return. For a nation 

enslaved for hundreds of years, it seems ludicrous for them to remember the great snacks but 

sometimes our own recollections can be just as warped. Perhaps this is Moshe’s message as well. 

He is reminding the Jews that although they are transitioning into Israel now they should not 

rewrite history and try to forget their mistakes.  

He also speaks about the first and second sets of luchos (tablets); here too there is a 

message about transition. When Hashem forgave Bnei Yisroel for the sin of the golden calf, He 

did not fix the first luchos. The broken luchos are given a place of honor in the Aharon or near it 

(see discussion in Bava Basra 14) but the luchos we use are the second set. Similarly, we can’t 

put our past experience up and a pedestal and let it overshadow our current situation. When we 

live in the reimagined past we don’t have enough energy to get the most out of the present. We 

must give the previous experience a place of honor but focus on our present. 

For those beginning a new year or going through a move or transition my bracha is that 

they are able to keep the luchos rishonos of their previous experience and gain from it; they 

should be given a place of honor in our memories without over-romanticizing the reality. 

However, we should move to our new experience and embrace the luchos shniyos. In this way 

we will, G-d willing, see the greatest amount of success we can. 


