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world have the strange custom of 
making sure not to learn Torah in the 
evening hours. While many reasons and 

rationales have been offered for this 
custom, ranging from the kabbalistic 
notion that the spirit of the founder of 
Christianity may benefit from any Torah 
learned on this night, to more practical 
considerations about the danger leaving 
one’s house may have posed in times 
past, the Bobover Rebbe (cited in Nitei 
Gavriel, Chanukah page 391) notes a 
particularly important lesson that one 
can learn: 
 
According to classic Jewish tradition, 
the founder of Christianity is identified 
as Yeshu, a student of Rabbi Yehoshua 

ben Perachiah. Based on this 
identification, it is clear that he was a 
great Torah scholar, yet, the Talmud 
(Sanhedrin 107b, in a frequently 
censored portion) tells us of how he 
incited others to idol worship. How 
could a great scholar descend to this 
point? 

 
To answer this question, the Rebbe 
notes that the Talmud (Bava Kama 17a) 
tells us that Torah learning is most 
important, because it leads to proper 
behaviour. In the same vein, a mishnah 
in Avot (1:17) tells us that Torah 
learning should not be our main goal, 

rather our goal should be those good 
actions. However, we sometimes get 
sidetracked, and caught up in our 
Torah learning, and lose sight of the 
true goal. Yeshu was too focused on his 
Torah, and not enough on his actions. 
For this reason, argues the Rebbe, we 
set aside a short period of time each 

year to stop learning, and work on our 
connection to G-d, our middot, 
character traits, and taking action. 
When we put down our Gemara, it is 

not abandoning G-d’s Torah, but 
continuing its message to the highest 
ideal, acting on the learning we have 
done. Not studying Torah on Nittel 
Nacht emphasizes that we must learn 
from his mistakes, and realize that 

learning Torah without following 
through with actions is worthless, and 
sometimes harmful! 
 
Perhaps this lesson was the intention of 
Yaakov in his rebuke to his children. 
Yes, Reuven, Shimon and Levi were 
great Torah scholars. But actions that 

don’t follow the same Torah that they 
are learning is certainly worthy of 
rebuke. This lesson rings more true 
than ever in our day and age, when we 
have unfortunately seen cases of Torah 
scholars acting inappropriately. 
 
So although many of us do not have 

this custom to abstain from Torah 
learning on Nittel Nacht, let us all take 
some time at some point to reflect on 
the Bobover Rebbe’s lesson from 
Yeshu's downfall, to hear the rebuke of 
Yaakov Avinu, and to make sure that 
the Torah we do learn leads us in the 
direction that it should.  
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As Yaakov’s death nears, he calls his 
children together to deliver his last 
message to them. While for many of 
his sons, this message is quite 

positive, Reuven, Shimon, and Levi 
receive rebuke for various sins they 
had committed. Especially in the case 
of Levi, but even with Reuven and 
Shimon, this seems problematic. As 
mentioned in last week’s front page 
article [see Rambam, Hilchot Avodah 
Zarah 1:3], Levi and his descendants 

were great Torah scholars. Is Levi’s 
anger really enough to warrant the 
language of cursing, which Yaakov 
uses when referring to him and 
Shimon? Isn’t Torah learning of 
supreme importance to the Jewish 
people, such that it might make up for 
Levi’s mistakes?  

 
However, such a question may miss 
what makes Torah valuable in the first 
place. Torah study, with all of its 
merits, is not an end unto itself. Torah 
is supposed to bring us to proper 
actions, as those who learn it are 
required to internalize its lessons and 

act properly based on them. In fact, 
the exact opposite is true – Torah 
scholars are held to a much higher 
standard of behaviour. The Talmud 
(Shabbat 114a) tells us that a Torah 
scholar whose shirt is stained is 
worthy of receiving the death penalty! 
Therefore, the rebuke meted out to 

these Torah leaders is not out of 
proportion at all. 
 
On a related note, every December 24 
(known as Nittel Nacht), many 
Chassidic communities around the 
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by passively while another person is in danger. The Torah 
(Vayikra 19:16) tells us “Do not stand by idly while the 
blood of your friend is spilled.” It is fair to assume that a 
military commander with years of experience will have a 

clearer perception of the situation than a young soldier. 
Even though the soldier may not recognize the gravity of the 
situation, he should respect the expertise of his commander. 
 
Even when the situation is not life-threatening, there is 
reason to argue that one must obey the commands of an 
Israeli military superior. Rabbi Ovadia Yosef (Yechaveh Daat 
5:64) writes that a democratically elected government in 
Israel has the halachic status of a Jewish king. He quotes 
multiple authorities, including Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak 
Kook (Mishpat Kohen 144:14), who agree with this position. 
Just as one is halachically obligated to listen to the king 
(Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 3:8), so too one is obligated to 
obey the government, or the directives of those empowered 

by the government, including military commanders. 
 
When a soldier is commanded to violate a halachah, it is 
forbidden for him to obey the command. The Rambam 
(Hilchot Melachim 3:9) writes that we do not obey the 
command of a king when it is contradictory to the Torah. 
The Tashbetz (1:158) also notes that the principle that “we 
obey the law of the land” does not apply when it would 

require violating halachah. Of course, in all life-threatening 
situations, the halachah itself would permit one to obey the 
command.  
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Must a Jewish soldier obey the commands of his superiors? 
This question can be asked both when the soldier confronts a 
situation where fulfilling the command would require 

violating a Torah halachah, and when the soldier just feels 
that he would rather not obey the command. Is there any 
halachic requirement to obey?  
 
The Netziv writes (Ha’amek She’eilah, Vaetchanan 142) that 
one who disobeys a command in battle puts the entire 
Jewish People in danger. He is therefore considered to be a 

rodef (one who is chasing after someone with the intent of 
committing murder), about whom the Torah says that he 
may be put to death before he causes the death of another. 
 
Rabbi Yosef Babad (Minchat Chinuch, Mitzvah 56), however, 
may disagree with this. When discussing liability for damages 
caused by one’s fire, he writes that one who indirectly kills by 

lighting a fire which spreads is not defined as a rodef. This 
stems from a debate regarding whether lighting a fire which 
spreads is viewed as though one shoots an arrow (chitzav), or 
as though one’s property has escaped and caused harm 
(mammono). Rabbi Babad argues that if liability for one’s fire 
stems from the view that the fire is “escaped property”, then 
the person who lights it is only indirectly involved, and 

therefore is not a rodef, and one may not kill hm to save the 
life of the victim. One could argue that disobeying a military 
command and remaining passive is not any more direct than 
lighting a fire, and so the disobedient soldier would not be 
viewed as a rodef.  
 
Nonetheless, even if disobeying orders would not classify a 

soldier as a rodef, any person has an obligation to not stand 

Summary 
Chapter 15 of Yehoshua describes the 
exact boundaries of the inheritance of 

the tribe of Yehudah. It lay in the south 
of Israel. At the end of the chapter, the 
names of all the cities within this 
portion are listed. (For maps outlining 
both the biblical and modern layout of 
this portion, see www.hatanakh.com) In 
the middle of the chapter, Kalev is given 
his portion outside Chevron.  
 

In order for Kalev to take over this land, 
he had to conquer it. Some of the 
battles he fought himself. When it came 
to conquering Kiryat Sefer, however, he 
offered his daughter, Achsah’s, hand in 
marriage to whoever could conquer it 
for him. His half-brother (see Rashi to 
15:17), Otniel ben Kenaz succeeded and 

married Achsah. Achsah then requested 
that her father also give her springs in 
addition to the desert land, to which 
Kalev agreed. (This story is repeated in 
the opening chapters of the book of 
Shoftim.) The chapter closes by noting 
that while Yehudah tried to conquer its 
entire territory, they could not drive out 

the Yevusi in Jerusalem, a victory 
which waited until the times of King 
David.  
 
 

Inheritance and Narrative 
Why do these stories interrupt the 
technical details of the portion given to 

Yehudah? Dr. Yehoshua Reiss 
(https://bit.ly/2QUnSro), following 
Eliyahu Assis (Assis E., “How Long Are 
You Slack To Go Possess The Land”, 
(Jos. xviii 3): Ideal and Reality in the 
Distribution Description in Joshua 
xviii-xix), argues that the narratives 
i n te r spe r sed  throughout  the 
inheritance chapters shed light on the 

wider issues. In general, as is 
evidenced by the book of Shoftim, the 
tr ibes were derel ict in their 
responsibility to conquer the land. 
That is the background to the political 
and religious problems of the book of 
Shoftim, where the Jews are 
consistently ensnared by the 

idolatrous ways of the surrounding 
nations, oppressed by those nations, 
only to cry out to G-d, and be saved by 
a leader sent by G-d. The primary 
exception to this was the tribe of 
Yehudah, who attempted and 
succeeded in conquering most of its 
land, with the exception of Jerusalem, 

as noted above. 
 
The story of Achsah shed light on the 
commitment of the tribe. Not only was 
the tribe in general committed to the 

task, but the chapter indicates how this 
commitment manifested itself in 
individuals. The efforts of Kalev and 
Otniel are recorded. Even more striking, 

however, is Achsah’s. She may not be 
involved in the battle, but she takes 
pains to ensure that she can 
successfully settle the land, demanding 
resources that will make it possible to 
live in the tough terrain. Furthermore, 
her story parallels, thematically and 
linguistically, the story of the daughters 

of Tzelofchad, another story about 
women who showed their intense love 
and commitment to the land of Israel 
and actualizing their (or their family’s) 
rights to it. He argues that each story 
that appears as part of these sections 
similarly sheds light on the broader 
themes.  
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Law of the Land: Obeying a Military Command Rabbi Elihu Abbe 

Journey Through Tanach: Yehoshua, Chapter 15 Rabbi Jonathan Ziring 
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Rabbi Yaakov Abuhatzeira was born in 
Tafilalt, in northwest Morocco, in the 
year 1805. A son to a renowned family of 
Torah scholars, he was primarily taught 

by his father, Rabbi Masoud 
Abuhatzeira. At a very young age he was 
recognized for his superb intellect and 
memory, and still in his twenties, he was 
appointed Rabbi of the city. In addition, 
questions in halachah and general Torah 
matters began to pour in from the rest of 
Morocco. 

 
Rabbi Yaakov’s devotion to and 
immersion in Torah learning became 
legendary. His son, Rabbi Aharon 
Abuhatzeira, testified in one of his books 
that his father learned Torah throughout 
most of the night, leaving only the 
smallest portion for a quick nap; he also 

barely ate, spending many days in 
fasting for the benefit of the Jewish 
people. He also wrote many liturgical 
poems, a few of which are still sung, 150 
years later, by Jews of Moroccan origin. 
 
Rabbi Yaakov did not limit himself only 
to the explicit text of the Torah but 

expanded his learning to its mysteries as 
well. He became known as a man of 
wonders and miracles, a healer whose 
prayers for the sick and the needy and 
for childless couples were answered from 
Above. Neighbouring Muslims sensed his 
holiness, and came to him in order to 
ask for his advice and blessings.  

 
Rabbi Yaakov was a great lover of the 
Jewish homeland, and he was inspired 
to move to Eretz Yisrael and live in the 
holiest of the lands. However, his duties 
and commitments towards the people of 
his city prevented him from leaving 
them, as they insisted that their beloved 

Rabbi stay with them. Eventually, in 
1879, when he was already in his 
seventies, he was able to convince them 
to accept his son, Rabbi Masoud, as his 
successor, and then he embarked on his 
journey to Eretz Yisrael. Unfortunately, 
he was to weak for the hard voyage, and 
he died on the way, in Damanhur, Egypt, 

on Tevet 20, 1880.  
 
One of Rabbi Yaakov Abuhatzeira’s 
grandsons, Rabbi Yisrael Abuhatzeira, 
was the mystic and miracle-worker 
known as the Baba Sali.  
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  “Zevulun to seas’ shore will reside, to the 
harbor of ships, and his boundary will 
reach Tzidon.” (Bereishit 49:13) – This 
may hint to the following:  

 
It is well-known that G-d did not choose 
the children of Israel other than for their 
devotion to His service, so they will wake 
early to the houses of prayer and learn-
ing. As we say in prayer – “Blessed are 
we, how good is our fortune etc., for we 
come early to, and leave late from, the 

houses of prayer and learning.” He whose 
desire and engagement is in the houses 
of prayer and learning, will merit the low-
er and higher Garden for Eden, which are 
the houses of prayer and learning in the 
next world. It is measure for measure – 
his primarily dwelling in this world was 
in the houses of prayer and learning of 

this world, so he will merit to dwell in the 
houses of prayer and learning of the next 
world. 
 
Now, he who comes to the houses of 
prayer and learning must put his true 
confidence in G-d, and know with genu-
ine knowledge that G-d is the One who 

provides and sustains each individual. 
Thus, it is not dependent on man’s hand, 
such that he would need to toil greatly 
and squander all of his days and years in 
supporting himself. Rather, as all is in 
His hand, any effort made by man for his 
living will suffice for G-d to provide his 
needs…  

 
This is the hinted message: 
• “Zevulun to seas’ shore will reside.” 

Meaning: he who wants to merit a 
share in the paradise called Zevul, 
should reside in this world at the 
shores of seas – which are the hous-

es of prayer and learning, at the sea 
of wisdom. 

• And if you will ask how he will make 
a living, it says, “he is at the harbor 
of ships.” As explained elsewhere, 
“She is like a merchant’s ships; from 
afar she brings her sustenance.”  

• And this is why it concludes, “And 

his boundary will reach Tzidon” – 
meaning, this man’s trust and faith 
will be mainly on G-d, who oversees 
and provides food for all. “Tzidon”, in 
gematria, is “The Living G-d”, mean-
ing, his main trust will be in the liv-
ing G-d. And He who trusts G-d, is 
encircled by [Divine] generosity.  

 
 

זבולון לחוף ימים ישכון, והוא לחוף ” 
ט,יג( “ )בראשית מ “  אניות, וירכתו על צידן 

 אפשר לרמוז: –
 
 

כי אם ‘  דידוע שבני ישראל לא בחר בהם ד 
ו  ויהי  , ו עסוקים בעבודתו י שיהי מפנ
משכימים לבתי כנסיות ולבתי מדרשיות 

אשרינו מה ’ כמו שאנו אומרים בתפילה:  
אשרינו שאנו משכימים ‘  טוב חלקינו וכו 

‘. ומעריבים בבתי כנסיות ובבתי מדרשות 
ומי שתמיד חשקו ופעולתו בבתי כנסיות 
ובבתי מדרשות, זה הוא הגורם לו לזכות 
לגן עדן התחתון ולגן עדן העליון לפי שהם 
בתי כנסיות ובתי מדרשות של העולם הבא. 

הוא היה עיקר דירתו   –ומדה כנגד מדה  
בזה העולם בבתי כנסיות ובבתי מדרשות, 
לפיכך יזכה לשבת בבתי כנסיות ובבתי 

 מדרשות של עולם הבא.
 
 
 
 

והנה, הבא להיות בבתי כנסיות ובבתי 
באמת, ‘  מדרשות, צריך לתת בטחונו בד 

ה יתברך שמו “ וידע ידיעה אמיתית שהקב 
הוא הזן והמפרנס והמשגיח בפרטות על כל 
אחד ואחד, ואין הדבר תלוי ביד האדם עד 
שיצטרך לטרוח הרבה ולבטל ימיו ושנותיו 
בענין המחיה. אלא כיון שהכל בידו יתברך, 

 אפילו בעסק כל שהוא יזמין לו פרנסתו...
 
 
 
 

“ זבולון לחוף ימים ישכון. ” וזה הרמז  
כלומר, מי שרוצה לזכות להיות חלקו בגן 

ישכן בזה העולם לחוף ‘,  זבול ’ עדן הנקרא  
ימים, שהם בתי כנסיות ובתי מדרשות, 
ששם ים החכמה. וכי תימא במה יתפרנס, 

כמו “  והוא לחוף אניות, ”   –לזה אמר  
הייתה כאניות ”   –שמפורש במקום אחר  

וזהו שמסיים “  סוחר ממרחק תביא לחמה. 
כלומר עיקר סמיכתו “  וירכתו על צידן, ” 

ה “ ובטחונו של זה האיש יהיה על הקב 
“ צידן ” שהוא המשגיח ומכין טרף לכל.  

דהיינו, עיקר “,  להים חיים -א ” גימטריא  
חסד ‘  להים חיים. והבוטח בד -בטחונו בא 

 יסובבנו.
 
 
 



Tuesday December 25: Ten Heroes, Ten Villains! 

All classes are at 159 Almore Ave, Open to men and women, Free of charge! 

9:00 AM 

Heroes and Villains: An Overview, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 
By Nathan Kirsh in recognition of the tireless efforts of the members of  

Beit Midrash Zichron Dov in disseminating Torah learning and Torah values throughout the community 

9:30 AM 
Nimrod: Mightiest of Hunters, Ezer Diena 

With gratitude from David and Chani Klein; learning about villains like Nimrod is also Torah 

10:00 AM 
Kalev: Spy Par Excellence!, Ezer Diena 

By Nathan Kirsh in honour of Eli & Renee Rubinstein  
for their generous support of the Beit Midrash and Jewish learning in our community 

10:30 AM 
Pinchas: Vengeance for G-d, Mrs. Eliana Abbe 

By Nathan Kirsh in loving memory of my parents, Lou & Ruth Kirsh z”l 

11:00 AM 
Otniel ben Kenaz: Husband, Brother, Leader, Rabbi Elihu Abbe 

By Dr. Brian and Robbie Schwartz in honour of their children and grandchildren 

11:30 AM 
Devorah: Smasher of Stereotypes, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

By Shayna and Dr. Lazer Friedman l’ilui nishmat HaRav Yechiel Michel ben HaRav Eliezer Lipa z”l 

12:00 PM 
Yael: The Accidental Assassin, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

By Asher and Bonnie Saban in honour of our children, Adam and Yael’s recent marriage 

12:30 PM 
Delilah: The Traitor, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

By Mimi and Byron Shore in memory of their mother, Chaya Dabroosah bat Zalman z”l 

1:00 PM Lunch, dedicated by Nathan Kirsh, in loving memory of his parents, Lou & Ruth Kirsh z”l  

2:00 PM  
Michah: He Meant Well, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

By Esther and Eliakim Katz in memory of Eliakim’s parents, Sara and Shlomo Katz z”l 

2:30 PM Chofni and Pinchas: A Deplorable Duo, Ezer Diena 

3:00 PM 
Avshalom: Anger and Envy, R’ Alex Hecht 

By Fred and Susan Birnbaum  
in memory of Fred’s mother, Esther bat Shlomo Pesach z”l, whose yahrtzeit is the 19th of Tevet 

3:30 PM 
Satan: The Master Villain, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

In appreciation of the YU Kollel by Dov and Jane Goldberg 

4:00 PM 
Batsheva: Maestro Matriarch, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

By Nathan Kirsh in loving memory of my parents, Lou & Ruth Kirsh z”l 

4:30 PM Minchah-Maariv 

5:00 PM 
Yeravam ben Nevat: What will they say of me?, R’ Elihu Abbe 

By Mimi and Byron Shore in memory of their father, Naftali ben Mendel z”l 

5:30 PM 
Achav & Izevel: The Power Couple, R’ Alex Hecht 

By Frances and Moishe Goldstein in memory of Frances’s mother, Anne Woznica,  
Hencha bat David Zev v’ Rivka z”l, whose 36th yahrtzeit is bo baYom 

6:00 PM Ataliah: The Killer Queen, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

6:30 PM Chizkiyahu: Ambition and Anxiety, R’ Alex Hecht 

7:00 PM Yoshiyahu: An Early Reformer, Ezer Diena 

7:30 PM 
Chananiah, Mishael & Azaryah: The Power of Selflessness, R’ Elihu Abbe 

By the family of Morris Sosnovitch in honour of his birthday, bo baYom 

8:00 PM 
Belshazzar: The Last Babylonian King, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

By Brenda and Moshe Bessin and family in memory of Brenda’s parents Ralph and Claire Fromer z”l, 
and uncles Jack Fromowitz and Jack Bregman 

8:30 PM 
Cyrus: G-d’s Anointed One, R’ Mordechai Torczyner 

By Dr. Ellen Warner and Dr. Jeff Lipton  
in honour of the December/Tevet birthdays of their children Eiran and Nechama 

9:00 PM 

Ice Cream Siyum! 
By Rabbi Avram & Ruth Rothman in memory of Arthur Rothman z”l,  

and by Arthur Herzig in memory of his grandmother, Rachel Friedlander z”l,  
whose 20th yahrtzeit will be observed on the day prior to the Ten Heroes/Ten Villains Program 


