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March 3, 2019 • Yeshiva University Wilf Campus

2019 RIETS Gala
March 27, 2019 • Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York, NY
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As of 5/22/2019              * Elef L’Mateh Chai Supporter

Yeshiva University-RIETS acknowledge the members of the Elef L’Mateh Society
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The Elef L’Mateh Society, חברת אלף למטה, is a dedicated group of RIETS 
rabbinic alumni who are committed to supporting the הרבצת תורה learning 
opportunities for the Yeshiva University community and כלל ישראל. Tens of 
thousands of Jews around the globe benefit from the שיעורים, kollelim, and 
educational programming at RIETS as well as from the Marcos and Adina 
Katz YUTorah.org®, the Benjamin and Rose Berg Torah-To-Go® Series, the 
Arbesfeld Kollel and Midreshet Yom Rishon® programs, and community visits 
by our esteemed ראשי ישיבה and faculty. These efforts educate and inspire the 
global Jewish community, furthering the values and ideals of our ישיבה. 
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Rabbi Natan C. Kapustin
West Orange, NJ
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Atlanta, GA

Rabbi Dov Lerner
Chicago, IL

Rabbi Marc Liebman
Fair Lawn, NJ

Rabbi Chanan Liss
Bergenfield, NJ

Rabbi Chaim Marcus
Springfield, NJ

Rabbi Andrew Markowitz
Fair Lawn, NJ

Rabbi Meyer H. May
Los Angeles, CA

Rabbi Gary Menchel
West Hempstead, NY

Rabbi Jeffrey Muehlgay
Clifton, NJ

Rabbi Fred Nebel
South Bend, IN

Mr. Henry Orlinsky
Teaneck, NJ

Rabbi Israel Polak
Teaneck, NJ

Rabbi Dr. Yale I. Port
Jerusalem, Israel

Rabbi Jonas Prager
Flushing, NY

Rabbi Mark Press
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Daniel Price
Passaic, NJ

Rabbi Yona Reiss
Chicago, IL

Rabbi Ari Rockoff
West Hempstead, NY

Rabbi Dani M. Rockoff
Overland Park, KS

Rabbi Gidon Rothstein
Bronx, NY

Rabbi Dr. Eli A. Rybak
Clifton, NJ

Rabbi Dr. Solomon F. Rybak
Passaic, NJ

Rabbi Emmanuel I. Sanders
New York, NY

Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter
Teaneck, NJ

Rabbi Dr. Mordechai I. Schiffman
Brooklyn, NY

Rabbi Elliot Schrier
Bronx, NY

Rabbi Ashie Schrier
Forest Hills, NY

Rabbi Efrem T. Schwalb
West Hempstead, NY

Rabbi Shmuel Segal
Flushing, NY

Rabbi Nisson E. Shulman
New York, NY

Rabbi Dr. Andrew Sicklick
Woodmere, NY

Rabbi Yeshaya Siff
New York, NY

Rabbi Shmuel Silber
Pikesville, MD

Rabbi Marc Spivak
West Orange, NJ

Rabbi Lawrence Teitelman
New Hyde Park, NY

Rabbi Dr. Kalman Topp
Los Angeles, CA

Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner
Thornhill, ON
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As of 5/22/2019

Yeshiva University-RIETS acknowledge the members of the Elef L’Mateh Society

Join your fellow alumni and colleagues – including our ראשי ישיבה – 
by pledging an annual gift of $1,000 to enable our ישיבה to continue to grow and thrive.

Learn More at www.yutorah.org/elef

If you have made an Elef contribution and are not listed, please email chavrusamagazine@yu.edu.



We recognize the following Rabbinic Alumni as members 
of Amudei HaYeshiva for their 5779 dues gift of $360: 

Rabbi Zev Aeder • Rabbi Gershon Albert • Rabbi Dr. Howard Apfel • Rabbi Uzi Beer • Rabbi Richard C. Bieler • Rabbi Michael Bleicher 
Rabbi Aryeh Brueckheimer • Rabbi Aaron E. Fleksher • Rabbi Arie Folger • Rabbi Adam M. Frieberg • Rabbi David B. Ginsburg • Rabbi Yonah N. Gross 

Rabbi Dr. Yaakov Jaffe • Rabbi Aaron M. Kaplan • Rabbi Gerald Krakower • Rabbi David Meisels • Rabbi Elliot S. Moskowitz • Rabbi Avi Okin 
Rabbi Scott Rothenberg • Rabbi Ira Rudowsky • Rabbi Joel Schreiber • Rabbi Elie Schwartz • Rabbi Avi Strauss 

We recognize the following Rabbinic Alumni as members 
of Amudei HaMusmakhim for their 5779 dues gift of $180: 

Rabbi Moshe A. Abramowitz • Rabbi Elchanan A. Adler • Rabbi Leon Aronsky • Rabbi Bernard Auerbach • Rabbi Richard Auman • Rabbi Simon Basalely 
Rabbi Reuven G. Becker • Rabbi David H. Berezin • Rabbi Mordechai Besser • Rabbi Daniel Bloom • Rabbi Jonathan Bloom • Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald 
Rabbi Azaryah Cohen • Rabbi Tanchum T. Cohen • Rabbi Barry L. Dolinger • Rabbi Jeremy Donath • Rabbi Asher Gabriel Dordek • Rabbi Yoel Epstein

Rabbi Amichai Erdfarb • Rabbi Joshua Flug • Rabbi Noam Friedman • Rabbi Dr. Gershon C. Gewirtz • Rabbi Jonathan Gordon • Rabbi Barry David Hartman 
Rabbi Murray Hochberg • Rabbi Dr. Raphael D. Hulkower • Rabbi Isaac Weinberger • Rabbi Yisroel Kaminetsky • Rabbi Raphael Katsman • Rabbi Steven Katz 

Rabbi Doniel Z. Kramer, Ph.D. • Rabbi Dr. Moses N. Kranzler • Rabbi Jonathan Isaac Krimsky • Rabbi Ira Kronenberg • Rabbi Moshe Kwalbrun
Rabbi Natanel Lebowitz • Rabbi Yaacov A. Lerner • Rabbi Arieh E. Listowsky • Rabbi Daniel J. Loew • Dr. David Luchins • Rabbi Joseph Benjamin Mandel 

Rabbi Morton Minchenberg • Rabbi Steven Miodownik • Rabbi Elie Mischel • Rabbi Nachum Barishansky • Rabbi Norman Novick • Rabbi Barry Nussbaum
Rabbi Dr. Avi Oppenheimer • Rabbi Steven Pruzansky • Rabbi David Radinsky • Rabbi Shlomo Riskin • Rabbi Dr. Israel Rivkin • Rabbi Yitzchak Rosenbaum 
Rabbi Stanley Rosenberg • Rabbi Dr. Yosef Joel S. Rosenshein • Rabbi Alan Rothman • Rabbi Bernard E. Rothman • Rabbi Shay Schachter • Rabbi Ira Schnall 

Rabbi Joshua B. Schulman • Rabbi Shlomo Schwartz • Rabbi Charles H. Sheer • Rabbi Elliot M. Shestack • Rabbi Gidon Shoshan • Rabbi Moshe Shulman 
Rabbi Aharon Simkin • Rabbi H. Norman Strickman • Rabbi Marvin Sugarman • Rabbi Dr. Joseph Sungolowsky • Rabbi Brian E. Thau • Rabbi Leonard Tribuch
Rabbi Elihu Turkel • Rabbi Mark Urkowitz • Rabbi Marvin Waltuch • Rabbi Zvi Weiss • Rabbi Emanuel White • Rabbi Howard Wolk • Rabbi Lawrence Zierler 

Rabbi Oran Zweiter 

We recognize the following Rabbinic Alumni for their 5779 dues gift of $100:
Rabbi Dr. Elie Abadie • Rabbi David Aberbach • Rabbi Elliott L. Aberbach • Rabbi Mitchell Ackerson • Rabbi Ely Allen • Rabbi Hayyim Angel 
Rabbi Aharon Angstreich • Rabbi Adam D. Ariel • Rabbi Dr. I. Nathan Bamberger • Rabbi Manuel J. Behar • Rabbi Nehemiah Israel Ben-Zev 

Rabbi Eliezer J. Bercuson • Rabbi Dr. David Berger • Rabbi Samuel Berger • Rabbi Reu Berman • Rabbi Yaakov M. Bernstein • Rabbi Hillel Bick
 Rabbi Jack Bieler • Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld • Rabbi Yaakov Blau • Rabbi Martin Blech • Rabbi Irving Bodner • Rabbi Aaron Borow • Rabbi Reuven Brand

 Rabbi Aaron Brander • Rabbi Baruch Dov Braun • Rabbi Melvin I. Burg • Rabbi Joshua Cheifetz • Rabbi Dr. Kenneth Chelst • Rabbi Eli Ciner 
Rabbi Erez David • Rabbi Edward Davis • Rabbi Moshe Erlbaum • Rabbi Daniel Estreicher • Rabbi Menachem Feinsod • Rabbi Jeffrey Feinstein 

Rabbi Kalman Neal Feldman • Rabbi Roy Feldman • Rabbi Michael Fine • Rabbi Howard Finkelstein • Rabbi Yehuda Fleischmann • Rabbi Moshe Frank
Rabbi Allan Friedman • Rabbi Cary A. Friedman • Rabbi David Friedman • Rabbi Elisha Friedman • Rabbi Howard Gershon • The Honorable Rabbi Robert D. Gill 

Rabbi Shmuel M. Gold • Rabbi Jay Goldmintz • Rabbi Avrohom Gordimer • Rabbi Mel Gottlieb • Rabbi Joel Green • Rabbi Bernard Greenbaum 
Rabbi Reuven Grodner • Rabbi Harris Guedalia • Rabbi Shmuel J. Hain • Rabbi Alex E. Hecht • Rabbi Nathaniel Helfgot • Rabbi Avi Heller

Rabbi William Herskowitz • Rabbi David Hertzberg • Rabbi Jonathan Hirsch • Rabbi Steven Hirschey • Rabbi Scott Hoberman • Rabbi Dr. Samuel N. Hoenig
Rabbi Herbert Horowitz • Rabbi Shmuel S. Hyman • Rabbi David Jacobowitz • Rabbi Harry Menachem Kagan • Rabbi Shmuel Kagan • Rabbi Joshua Kahn

Rabbi Eliot R. Kaplan • Rabbi Daniel Katsman • Rabbi Jerome Katz • Rabbi Shimon Kerner • Rabbi Jay Kimmel • Rabbi David Klavan • Rabbi Gershon Klavan 
Rabbi Nuriel Klinger • Rabbi Ariel Konstantyn • Rabbi Naphtali Lavenda • Rabbi Stuart Lavenda •  Rabbi Menachem Linzer • Rabbi Elchanan Lipshitz

Rabbi Dr. Uriel Lubetski • Rabbi Dr. Marc Mandel • Rabbi Alvin M. Marcus • Rabbi Marc H. Messing • Rabbi Asher Meth • Rabbi William Millen 
Rabbi Dr. Adam Miller • Rabbi Michael Miller • Rabbi Eddie Mittelman • Rabbi Avram Morell • Rabbi Joel Morris • Rabbi Avi Narrow-Tilonsky 

Rabbi Jeffrey Neuman • Rabbi Joseph Oratz • Rabbi Etan Orlian • Rabbi Kenneth Pollack • Rabbi Dr. Bernard Rosenberg • Rabbi Dr. Howard Rosman 
Rabbi Dr. Richard Ross • Rabbi Abraham Rzepkowicz • Rabbi Eliyahu Safran • Rabbi Etan Schnall • Rabbi Chaim Schnur • Rabbi Mordechai Schreck 

 Rabbi David M. Serkin • Rabbi Gideon Shloush • Rabbi Michael Shore • Rabbi Joseph Siev • Rabbi Zev S. Silber • Rabbi Moshe S. Silverstein 
Rabbi Dr. Eric Siskind • Rabbi Moshe Stavsky • Rabbi Kenneth Stein • Rabbi Robert H. Stein • Rabbi Carl Steinhart • Rabbi Michael Taubes 

Rabbi Isadore M. Tennenberg • Rabbi Aryeh N. Tuchman • Rabbi Eli Turkel • Rabbi Binyamin Walfish z”l • Rabbi Dr. Ronald Warburg
 Rabbi Dr. Jerry Waxman • Rabbi Shmuel Weintraub • Rabbi Steven Weisberg • Rabbi Samuel A. Weiss • Rabbi David Winter • Rabbi Eliyahu M. Wolf 

 Rabbi Yosef Wolicki • Cantor Richard Wolpoe • Rabbi Moshe Yaged • Rabbi Michael Yondorf • Rabbi Alan Yuter • Rabbi Eugene Zaveloff • Rabbi Joel Zeff 
Rabbi Mordecai Zeitz •  Rabbi Abraham Zimels • Rabbi Samuel Zimmerman 

We recognize the following new Rabbinic Alumni who recently received their semikha:
Rabbi Moshe Abrams • Rabbi Asher Becker • Rabbi Joshua Botwinick • Rabbi Yehuda Chinskey • Rabbi Yosef Aryeh Cohen • Rabbi Sjimon Den Hollander

Rabbi Jonathan Drory • Rabbi Adam Ariel Friedman • Rabbi Philip Karesh • Rabbi Yosef Kornbluth • Rabbi Shmuel Kresch** • Rabbi Yair Menchel 
Rabbi Avi Okin • Rabbi Kevin Rhine • Rabbi Itamar Rosensweig ** • Rabbi Aron Rubin • Rabbi Jonathan Sherman • Rabbi Andrew Sichel • Rabbi Yitzy Sprung 

Rabbi Yosef Chaim Yanetz **

**Yadin Yadin

As of 5/22/2019

Join us in supporting our Yeshiva and its vital activities, please visit: yu.edu/riets/alumni
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YU Community News

The Rav Remembered
Yeshiva University and OU Press Celebrate Completion of Soloveitchik Chumash 

Yeshiva University and the Orthodox 
Union co-hosted “Remembering the 
Rav—Celebrating the Completion 
of Chumash Mesoras HaRav: The 
Neuwirth Edition” on Sunday, October 
14, 2018 in a program at Yeshiva 
University’s Weissberg Commons on 
the Wilf Campus.  The event marked 
the publication of the commentary on 
Chumash based upon the teachings of 
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik z”l, and 
included presentations from some of the 
Rav’s most illustrious students.

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman ’95R, 
President of Yeshiva University, gave the 
keynote address. Other speakers included 
Rabbi Simon Posner, executive editor 
of OU Press; Rabbi Hershel Schachter 
’67R, Rosh Yeshiva and Rosh Kollel at 
RIETS; Rabbi Mayer Twersky ’85R, 

Rosh Yeshiva at RIETS; Dr. Arnold 
Lustiger, the editor of Chumash Mesoras 
HaRav; Rabbi Menachem Genack ’73R, 
Rosh Yeshiva at RIETS and general 
editor of OU Press; and Rabbi Julius 
Berman ’59R, chairman of the OU Press 
Commission and a trustee of Yeshiva 
University.

The Chumash Mesoras HaRav, 
published by OU Press, has been a 
multi-year project to make Rabbi 
Soloveitchik’s commentary on the Torah 
readily accessible to readers. Compiled 
and edited by Dr. Arnold Lustiger, the 
project draws upon material from dozens 
of published sources in Hebrew, English 
and Yiddish as well as many previously 
unpublished lectures and tapes of Rabbi 
Soloveitchik’s shiurim. n

Siyum in Memory of Ari Fuld Hy”d 
On Monday, October 8, 2018, over 300 
students, teachers and staff from the 
Marsha Stern Talmudical Academy/
Yeshiva University High School for 
Boys gathered in Furst Hall 501 to finish 
Mishnayot Seder Nezikin for a siyum in 
honor of Ari Fuld ’91YUHS, son of Rabbi 
Yonah ’68R and Mary Fuld. The Siyum 
was part of a Hachnasat Sefer Torah, 
which included a D’var Torah from 
Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman ’95R, President of 
Yeshiva University, and dancing the new 
Torah, the making of which was funded 
by an anonymous donor, from the 185th 
Street Plaza into the MTA Beit Medrash.

On September 16, Fuld was 
mortally wounded near the Rami Levy 
supermarket in the Gush Etzion junction 
in Jerusalem. In a message sent to the 
Yeshiva University community that same 

day, Rabbi Berman stated that “our hearts 
are torn by the murder of our alumnus 
Ari Fuld in today’s terrorist attack. Ari’s 
heroic response to capture the terrorist 
before succumbing to his wounds was 
emblematic of the courageous approach 

he took to his life, defending the State 
of Israel and the Jewish people. Deeply 
committed to our Torah, people and 
land, Ari’s sense of mission permeated 
all that he did and inspired all those with 
whom he came in contact. His tragic loss 
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shakes us to our very core.”
Some of that sadness occasioned by 

Ari’s death was lightened by the joyous 
energy in the room as members of 
both Fuld’s family and graduating class 
watched the young men dance, sing and 
celebrate. Rabbi Josh Kahn ’05R, head 
of school, noted how Ari’s life, like the 
Sefer Torah, embodied kedushah, which 
“can only be created through action, and 
just as we are commanded to write a 
Sefer Torah, we are commanded to write 
our own life story and view our existence 
with the kedushah of godliness.”

In his comments, Rabbi Berman 
picked up on this theme of living a 
godly life by focusing on how Ari Fuld 
practiced charity in whatever ways he 
could, providing a profound example 
about how to bring Torah values to life.   
He encouraged all those in attendance 

to consider what values they can draw 
from the Torah to share with the world, 
and—as the Sefer Torah is a physical 
manifestation of God’s speech—to 
imagine how we ourselves can manifest 
His values.

After the completion of the Siyum, 

Rabbi Michael Taubes ’83R, Rosh 
Yeshiva, gathered the Sefer Torah in his 
arms and—escorted by a phalanx of 
hundreds of dancing students and staff—
brought it to  its new home in the YUHS 
Beit Midrash.   n

The Fourth Annual Melave Malka 
The fourth annual University-wide Melave 
Malka brought an already popular event 
to an entirely new level. To accommodate 
the more than 400 students, rabbinic 
faculty and friends of RIETS and the 
undergraduate Torah studies programs 
who participated, the Max Stern Athletic 
Center Gym was chosen as the new venue 
for what has become one of the highlights 
of the year. Previous Melave Malka events 
were held in the Furman Dining Hall, but 
attendance in recent years has steadily 
expanded beyond the dining hall’s capacity.

This year’s expanded program treated 
participants to spirited music and dancing 
led by world-renowned Jewish singer 
Yehuda Green. Students danced late into 
the night and enjoyed a private concert 
and inspiring kumzits with Green and his 
band. There was a palpable excitement 
throughout the evening for all who were 
present.

Following a shiur, a delicious 

smorgasbord and sit-down dinner 
allowed students to interact with their 
rabbinic mentors and friends in an elegant 
and relaxed setting. Rabbi Menachem 
Penner ’95R, Max and Marion Grill Dean 
of RIETS, provided the welcome address. 
In his remarks, he asked everyone present 
to “take a moment to realize how lucky 
we are because our yeshiva is the force 
behind not just our religious lives but the 
religious lives of most of the community 
in America.”

He then introduced Rabbi Dr. 
Ari Berman ’95R, President of Yeshiva 
University, as keynote speaker. “More than 
any other time in history,” Rabbi Berman 
declared, “Jews have the access to levels of 
power and success in all spheres. They do 
have the ability to be a role model to the 
Jewish people and sanctify God’s name 
into the world and have an impact on the 
broader society.” He urged those present 
“to capitalize on these opportunities in 

ways never even imagined and leave this 
yeshiva and become people of enormous 
impact, to take all the values and all 
the ideals and live your lives in these 
ways and be a great force of good in our 
communities and to the broader society.”

Micah Hyman ’20YC felt that “the 
event had a very upscale feel with cool 
lighting, and it was really fun dancing 
with all the roshei yeshiva and other 
students. Yehuda Green was really 
exciting!”

The annual event is a celebration of 
Yeshiva University and its unique place 
in the personal growth and religious 
development of its constituents. Likewise, 
it is an opportunity to pay tribute to the 
experiences and opportunities for Torah 
study that the institution affords and the 
transformative impact that its faculty 
make possible for their students.  n
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A Festschrift in Honor of 
President Emeritus  
Dr. Richard M. Joel
45 Authors Contribute Essays to Ennoble and 
Enable, Edited by Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter 
and Rabbi Dr. Zev Eleff ’11R

On Thursday, October 11, at 
the Sky Café in Belfer Hall, in a 
ceremony organized by the Office 
of the President, 50 friends and 
colleagues of President Emeritus 
Dr. Richard M. Joel gathered to 
celebrate the publication of a 
Festschrift in his honor. Ennoble 
and Enable: Essays in Honor of 
Richard M. Joel, edited by Rabbi Dr. 
Jacob J. Schacter (Senior Scholar, 
Center for the Jewish Future and University Professor of Jewish 
History and Jewish Thought) and Rabbi Dr. Zev Eleff ’11R, features 
45 contributions, including Dr. Joel’s original To Ennoble and Enable: 
An Inaugural Vision delivered at his investiture in 2003.

Rabbi Schacter praised Dr. Joel for using his tenure as 
University president to “take the eternal truths of our tradition, 
which you revere, and create a base in the University where these 
values could be brought into the real world. The real world needs 
to be animated by the values of the Torah, and this is what Yeshiva 
University stood for under your leadership.”

Rabbi Zevulun Charlop ’54R, dean emeritus of the Rabbi 
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, offered his good wishes 
in a written statement, where he spoke about the admiration he 
felt for the work that Dr. Joel did as president. “He traveled all 
over the world, always propelling the divine exceptionality that 
is Yeshiva University. He embraced and exemplified its message, 
transmitting to people an understanding of their responsibilities as 
Jews and what it means to be a human being. He had an unabashed 
conviction of what is important, which represented an honesty of 
heart and came from his honest self, always.”

In accepting the lauds of his friends and colleagues, Dr. Joel 
spoke both for himself and his wife, Esther. “Our tenure at YU 
was its own reward. For the two of us, this was a decade and a 
half of privileged service. The ideas that this book expresses are a 
celebration and a validation that few are ever privileged to receive. 
We had the chance to matter by living and embracing Torah, trying 
to advocate values of integrity and civility, kindness and justice.”  n

(l-r): Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter, 
President Emeritus Dr. Richard M. 
Joel, Rabbi Dr. Zev Eleff
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in loving memory of her husband, Marcos Katz ז״ל
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Vigil for Pittsburgh
Student Leaders Join Local Politicians, University Leadership for Vigil in Memory of the 
Tree of Life Attack Victims 

In response to the horrific events at 
Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue, 
where 11 people were brutally murdered 
during the Shabbat morning services, 
student leaders from both the Beren and 
Wilf campuses organized a community 
vigil this past Sunday evening. Rabbi Dr. 
Ari Berman ’95R, President of Yeshiva 
University, joined local community 
leaders and over 150 students, faculty and 
community members on the Wilf campus 
to mourn together and seek comfort.

“We were all stunned and grieved 
when we heard the news yesterday,” said 
Rabbi Berman. “We stand tonight in 
mourning over the loss of our brothers 
and sisters in Pittsburgh, and we join in 
prayer for the full recovery of those in 
the congregation who were injured. The 
rabbis teach us that the Jewish people are 
like one body and when one side is cut, 
we are all in pain.”

Local and national government 
officials in attendance included 
Congressman Adriano Espaillat (NY-13); 
Robert Jackson, Democratic nominee for 
State Senate (31st District, Washington 
Heights); NY State Assembly member 
Carmen De La Rosa (72nd District, 
Washington Heights); Manhattan 
Borough President Gale Brewer; NYC 
Council Members Mark Levine (7th 
District, Hamilton Heights) and Ydanis 
Rodriguez (10th District, Washington 

Heights); and representatives from 
Manhattan Community Board 12.

 The program began with community 
song, followed by words of inspiration 
and support from student leaders and 
both local and national government 
officials. Nolan Edmonson, Yeshiva 
Student Union president, noted that 
while evil was done in Pittsburgh, “we 
also glimpsed the true meaning of 
brotherhood and the service and charity 
that so many Americans—Jewish and 
non-Jewish—showed to this one small 
community in Pennsylvania.”

Congressman Espaillat stated that 
“this circle that we have formed here 
tonight… speaks much louder than any 
voice of hate, effort of bigotry, or attempt 
to inflict pain through anti-Semitism.” 
Jackson declared that “I stand here 
tonight to say no to hate and yes to love 
and understanding,” a point seconded by 
Assemblywoman Carmen De La Rosa, 
who said that people cannot “be silent 
in the face of hate… [we need] to always 
speak with our love and with our unity as 
a community.”

NYC Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez 
apologized to young people “because we, 
as adults, have not been able to eradicate 
hate, and now it is up to you to continue 
building a society of love,” while NYC 
Councilman Mark Levine put out a call 
“to come together again to fight this as 
Jews, Latinos, African Americans, Asians, 
LGBT, immigrants and native-born, 
Christians, Muslims, Hindus.”

Other University units have also been 
involved in responding to the situation. 
The Center for the Jewish Future worked 
closely with local rabbis across the 
country to help them address concerns 
raised by the tragic events in Pittsburgh. 
The leadership at the Wurzweiler 

School of Social Work and the Azrieli 
Graduate School of Jewish Education 
and Administration have been working 
closely with educators and community 
leaders to offer support, while the Yeshiva 
University Counseling Center is offering 
emotional support to students on campus 
who may come from Pittsburgh and know 
the victims or their families.  n

“While evil was done 
in Pittsburgh, we also 

glimpsed the true 
meaning of brotherhood 

and the service and 
charity that so many 
Americans—Jewish 
and non-Jewish—
showed to this one 

small community in 
Pennsylvania.”
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Yeshiva University Celebrates the 94th Annual 
Hanukkah Dinner and Convocation
Honorary Degrees Granted to Hadassah Lieberman and J. Philip Rosen; YU Shield Award 
Goes to Bennett Schachter; Convocation Address by Paul Singer 

On Sunday, December 9, 2018, over 650 
people celebrated Yeshiva University’s 
94th Annual Hanukkah Dinner and 
Convocation at the New York Hilton. 
Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman ’95R, President of 
Yeshiva University, conferred honorary 
degrees upon Hadassah Lieberman, an 
advocate for Jewish and global causes, 
and J. Philip Rosen, a partner at Weil 
Gotshal & Manges LLP, trustee of Yeshiva 
University and vice-chair of the Birthright 
Israel Foundation. Bennett Schachter, 
managing director of the investment 
banking division at Goldman Sachs, was 
the inaugural recipient of the YU Shield, 
an award created this year to reward 
service to the University.

Paul Singer, founder and president 
of Elliott Management Corporation 
and president of The Paul E. Singer 
Foundation, delivered the keynote 
address.

In his welcoming remarks, Rabbi 
Berman noted that “including this year’s 
dinner journal—which raised over $5 
million—in these past number of weeks 
during our Hanukkah dinner season 
we have raised over $20 million in new 
commitments” to fulfill the University’s 
mission of educating the leaders of 
tomorrow. In his remarks, Rabbi Berman 
described the way in which we are 
preparing our students to assume their 
place in history. “We have established two 
central pillars on which we are building 
the future of Yeshiva University: values 
and leadership and the market skills of the 
future.” Undergirding these pillars, Rabbi 
Berman explained, is the deep, historic 
relationship between Yeshiva University 
and Israel, including tight partnerships 
and pathways between the University, 

elite Israeli universities and Israeli start-up 
companies. This twin focus will prepare 
YU students “to serve as deeply rooted 
and forward-focused voices in the global 
moral conversation and to succeed in the 
marketplace of tomorrow and wield their 
influence for the benefit of the Jewish 
people and society at large. Our students 
are the leaders of the future.” Rabbi 
Berman emphasized that “an investment 
in Yeshiva University ensures a strong and 
vibrant future for the Jewish people.”

Following Rabbi Berman’s remarks 
came the conferral of honorary degrees 
upon Hadassah Lieberman and J. Philip 
Rosen.

Rabbi Berman congratulated 
Lieberman for “dedicating your life’s 
work to helping build a better world” 
through her lifelong dedication to health 
issues, assisting nonprofit organizations, 
improving educational standards and 
promoting international understanding. 
Among her many professional pursuits, 
she has developed an advisory network 
for women’s health based in Jerusalem at 
Shaare Zedek Hospital, created a series 
of national conferences on health-related 
issues and worked to link American 
business and industry to world-class 
standards in mathematics and science 

at the National Research Council. 
Lieberman has also devoted herself 
to community service, including the 
Auschwitz Jewish Center Foundation 
and the American Friends of the Open 
University of Israel, where she serves as 
a vice president on the board, among 
others. “You are a deeply beloved and 
valued role model,” Rabbi Berman 
observed, “an exceptional leader and a 
true inspiration to our community, our 
people and our broader society.”

Rabbi Berman praised Rosen, 
a member of both the YU Board of 
Trustees and the Yeshiva College Board 
of Overseers, for his leadership roles in 
the Jewish community and American 
and Israeli politics. “You are a great 
Jewish leader,” he said, “whose highest 
ambition is to advance the welfare of 
our people, and this sacred mission has 
been a defining feature of your life. You 
know better than anyone that Yeshiva 
University is the best guarantee for the 
future of the Jewish people, and through 
your leadership and good work, you’ve 
had a unique privilege to influence the 
course of Jewish history and have a say in 
helping the world.”

(l-r): Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman, Bennett Schachter, Lance 
Hirt

(l-r): Senator Joseph Leiberman, Mrs. Hadassah 
Leiberman, Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman
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In introducing Paul Singer, Rabbi 
Berman lauded his many professional 
achievements as well as his philanthropic 
contributions, including a leadership role 
in promoting the traditional American 
virtues of free inquiry and free markets and 
an investment in Israel’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem through Start-Up Nation 
Central. In his speech, Singer described a 
world where “no matter how much value 
Jews and Israel contribute to the world…
deeply visceral Jew hatred around the 
world—especially in Europe—is bubbling 
up once again, reminiscent of the periodic 
waves of discrimination and murder that 
have plagued Jews around the world for 
centuries.”

In a world like this, he said, Yeshiva 
University must “be the bridge between 
America and Israel; between the world 
of Jewish tradition and the larger Jewish 
community; and between the Jewish 
people and the non-Jewish world. In a 
world where so few are proud to identify 
with Israel, you proudly do so; in a world 
where Jewish tradition and identity are 
being lost, you showcase Judaism at its 
most vibrant…. We need your voice in 
the broader Jewish community and, more 
than ever, as engaged participants in the 
American civic square.”

This year marks the inauguration 
of the YU Shield, an award given to 

honor those who have shown a strong 
and dynamic volunteer commitment to 
forwarding the mission of the University.

The 2018 recipient of the YU Shield 
is Bennett Schachter, a managing director 
in the Investment Banking Division of 
Goldman Sachs. A previous chair of the 
YU President’s Circle, he leads Goldman 
Sachs’ Yeshiva University recruiting effort 
into finance and has successfully set an 
example for YU alumni and supporters at 
other financial institutions to do the same.

The evening ended on the high 
note of YU students Esti Eckstein, Jaime 

Gutt, Lior Brik, Jacob Ovadia, Brielle 
Broder and Simcha Halpert sharing their 
inspiring YU stories. Their moving and 
powerful narratives highlighted Yeshiva 
University’s unique strengths in spreading 
positive Jewish values and teaching the 
market skills of the future, catalyzed by 
our deep ties with Israel.

Attendees left uplifted by the vision 
and inspired by the impact of the YU 
network, as Yeshiva University continues 
its great trajectory of growth, building 
tomorrow, today.   n

“Yeshiva University must be 
the bridge between America 
and Israel; between the 
world of Jewish tradition 
and the larger Jewish 
community; and between 
the Jewish people and the 
non-Jewish world.”



13
C H AV RU S A  •  S I VA N  577 9

YU Community News

The Future Tense of Parenthood
12th Annual Medical Ethics Society Conference Examines the Technological Challenges 
to Parenthood 

Inventions such as artificial wombs and 
advances in sperm and egg preservation 
are challenging halacha to synchronize 
its teachings with the rapid pace of new 
discoveries and practices.

On Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018, the 
Yeshiva University Student Medical 
Ethics Society (MES) presented four 
panel discussions that assessed the 
halachic implications of epigenetics and 
its role in nature vs. nurture; postmortem 
reproduction (using the gametes from the 
deceased to create a fetus); ectogenesis 
(bringing fetuses to term outside a 
mother’s body); and oncofertility (the 
effect of increased survival rates from 
pediatric cancers on the fertility of cancer 
survivors).

Panelists included: Rabbi Dr. 
Moshe D. Tendler ’48R, Rosh Yeshiva 
at RIETS; Dr. John Loike, Director 
of special programs in the Center for 
Bioethics at Columbia University 
College of Physicians and Surgeons and 
research scientist in the Department 
of Physiology and Cellular Biophysics; 
Lauren Flicker, Assistant Professor in 
Epidimeology and Population Health 
at Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
and Associate Director of the Certificate 
and Masters Program in Bioethics at 
Montefiore-Einstein Center for Bioethics; 
Rabbi Daniel Rapp ’95R, Faculty in the 
Stone Beit Midrash Program; Dr. Edward 
Burns, Executive Dean of the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine; David 
Hoffman, Clinical Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Epidemiology and 
Population Health at Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine; Dr. Batsheva Lerner 
Maslow, Reproductive Endocrinologist 
at Extend Fertility; and Rabbi Mordechai 
Willig ’71R, Rosh Yeshiva and Rosh 
Kollel at RIETS.

 In his welcoming remarks, Rabbi Dr. 
Ari Berman ’95R, President of Yeshiva 
University, spoke about his pleasure at 
being in the presence of “our students, 
the leaders of the world of tomorrow” 
and how, through their education in a 
3,000-year-old tradition of wisdom, they 
will be able to have, as future leaders 
applying the values and principles of that 
tradition through conferences like this 
one, “an impact on, not just on the Jewish 
community, but on the broader society.”

Rachel Somorov, co-president of 
MES, said of the conference that “I felt 
both inspired and grateful for the work 
of researchers, doctors and lawyers who 
create these valuable medical tools and 

comforted knowing that the rabbis, 
with their tremendous hachma, help 
us find the appropriate uses within the 
boundaries of halacha. Rather than 
fearing progress, we recognize the experts 
who can guide our thought processes as 
we grapple with these changes.”

The conference, held in honor of 
Rabbi Dr. Tendler, was sponsored by 
the Community Synagogue of Monsey, 
Yeshiva University’s Center for the Jewish 
Future (CJF), Yeshiva Student Union, 
Torah Activities Council, Stern College 
for Women Student Council, Student 
Organization of Yeshiva and Yeshiva 
College Student Association. MES is also 
mentored by Rabbi Yaakov Glasser ’01R, 
the David Mitzner Dean at CJF, Rabbi 
Dr. Edward Reichman ’97R, professor 
of emergency medicine and professor in 
the division of education and bioethics at 
the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, 
Menachem Lewin, associate director of 
community events and senior program 
manager at CJF, and Rabbi Dov Winston 
’17R, community programming director 
at CJF. n

(l-r, sitting): Yael Mayer (Executive Director), Bailey Frohlich (Vice President), Rachel Somorov (President), 
Tzvi Cantor (Vice President), Kalman Laufer (Executive Director) (l-r, standing): Tehilla Berger (MHC Director), 
Michal Yacker (Volunteer Coordinator), Rivka Winter (Registration), Shira Perton (Cheif Communications 
Officer); Eli Sharvit (MHC Executive), Moshe Pahmer (MHC Executive), Ilan Lavian (Commentator Liaison), 
Ariel Sacknovitz (Registration and Volunteer Coordinator), Yaakov Samel (Shabbaton Coordinator)

“Rather than fearing 
progress, we recognize 

the experts who can 
guide our thought 

processes as we grapple 
with these changes.”
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A Winter Week of Learning
Scholars and Learners Gather for Seven Days of Discussion and Sharing 

From Jan. 3 to Jan. 9, 2019, RIETS 
sponsored a “Winter Week of Learning” 
at the Young Israel of Deerfield Beach in 
Deerfield Beach, Florida.

The series of lectures and events, 
titled “Praying with Purpose in the 21st 
Century,” was organized by Rabbi Zev 
Goldberg ’10R of RIETS and a host 
committee of some 25 individuals and 
couples from Deerfield Beach. Additional 
support came from Yaffa and Bert 
Schonbach and Nathan and Tami Braun; 
Irving Waxman, who sponsored portions 
of the event as part of the lecture series in 
memory of his wife; and a gift to RIETS 
from the Sam Gossel Foundation.

Hundreds came together for this 
inspiring week of learning and sharing, 
many of whom were alumni, parents of 
alumni or grandparents of alumni.

Rabbi Menachem Penner ’95R, Max 
and Marion Grill Dean of RIETS, opened 
the event on Jan. 3 by delivering the Vivian 
L. Waxman Memorial Lecture, “Forget Me 
Not: Putting G-d back into Tefillah,” to an 
audience of some 300 people. In his talk, 

he emphasized how tefillah strengthens 
the relationship with Hashem, a point 
he came back to several times in his two 
other presentations, “What the Avot (and 
the Yankees) Can Teach Us About Tefilah” 
and “The Berachah of Modim: A Simple 
Thank You Isn’t Enough.”

Rabbi Mordechai Willig ’71R, Rosh 
Yeshiva and Rosh Kollel at RIETS, lectured 
about “The Month of Shevat: Maximizing 
Our Potential” and “Are We Obligated to 
Daven? The Nuts and Bolts of Prayer.”

Other items on the program included 
offerings by Shua Katz, Josh Kaufman, 
Menachum Polack, Rabbi Yitzchok 
Radner ’17R and Noah Shapiro, students 

in the Marcos and Adina Katz Kollel; a 
guest lecture by David Gordon; and a 
closing panel discussion, “The Unique 
Challenges of Prayer in Today’s World,” 
including Rabbi Yisroel Edelman, Rabbi 
Yaakov Gibber ’03R and Rabbi Efrem 
Goldberg’01R, moderated by Rabbi 
Yaakov Glasser ’01R, The David Mitzner 
Dean of the Yeshiva University Center for 
the Jewish Future.

Rabbi Penner was overjoyed by the 
success of the event, inspired by “so much 
wonderful energy and desire to learn” as 
well as the hospitality and generosity of the 
congregation, many of whom hosted meals 
throughout the week for the participants. n

Koveah
time to learn today?

Were you

Daily Learning
What you want, when you want, at the pace you want

Visit www.koveah.org to start adding 
more learning to your day!
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Rabbi Dr. Yosef Kalinsky Named as 
Undergraduate Dean
Rabbi Kalinsky Will Lead the Men’s Undergraduate Torah 
Studies Programs 

Rabbi Dr. Yosef Kalinsky ’03R, ’14R-YY 
currently the associate dean for men’s 
undergraduate Torah studies, has been 
promoted to the dean of the program, 
overseeing the Mazer School of Talmudic 
Studies, the Irving I. Stone Beit Midrash 
Program, the James Striar School and the 
Isaac Breuer College of Hebraic Studies.

Rabbi Menachem Penner ’95R, the 
current dean of the program as well as the 
Max and Marion Grill Dean of RIETS, 
will now focus his energies more fully on 
the RIETS semicha program while Rabbi 
Kalinsky, working in close partnership 
with Rabbi Penner, will handle day-to-day 
operations and academic oversight for all 
undergraduates.

“Rabbi Kalinsky’s dedication to 
each and every student is extraordinary,” 
said Rabbi Penner. “I am so pleased 
that his work is being recognized with 
a promotion to the position of dean,” a 
sentiment shared by Dr. Selma Botman, 
provost and vice president for academic 
affairs, who praised Rabbi Kalinsky for 
his “inspired leadership in undergraduate 
Torah studies” and his “exemplary 
willingness to work across YU’s schools 
and colleges. I look forward to working 
with Rabbi Kalinsky in his new role.”

Rabbi Kalinsky has had a long 
membership in the Yeshiva University 
family. He graduated from Yeshiva 
College in 2000 with a BA in economics, 
then went on to get semicha from RIETS 
(as well as participating in the Wexner 
Kollel Elyon and the Yadin Yadin Kollel), 
a master’s degree from the Azrieli 
Graduate School of Jewish Education and 
Administration, and an MSW and PhD 
from Wurzweiler School of Social Work. 
In 2007, he began working in the dean’s 

office of undergraduate Torah studies, 
becoming assistant dean in 2008 and 
associate dean in 2012.

“My philosophy has always been to 
establish relationships, both personal 
and professional, with all members of the 
YU community” says Rabbi Kalinsky. 
“Working together is the best way to 
cultivate a positive environment that 
our students need to learn and to grow. 
And even though my title has changed, 
my goal is still to be as involved as much 
as I can with each individual student to 
ensure that he is in the right learning 
environment and all his academic and 
spiritual needs are being met.”

As an administrator living in the 
Washington Heights campus for more 
than twenty years, Rabbi Kalinsky has a 
unique perspective and insight into the 
student body. It is not uncommon for 
him to meet with students after 9 p.m. 
or to invite students to his apartment for 
Shabbat meals or for holidays.

Rabbi Kalinsky enjoyed working 
closely under the leadership of Rabbi 
Penner and thanks him for “giving me 
the liberty to take initiative and to tackle 

issues.” He cites as one example a tracking 
system he introduced that compiles data 
on each student so that administrators 
can know how each student is doing each 
semester and, if needed, tweak individual 
courses of study to make sure the students 
are being provided an individualized 
approach to their education.

“I am very pleased to hear about 
Rabbi Kalinsky’s appointment,” said Rabbi 
Michael Rosensweig ’80R, the Nathan and 
Perel Schupf Chair in Talmud and a Rosh 
Yeshiva at RIETS. “He is a consummate 
professional who is particularly equipped 
to build on his previous administrative 
and educational contributions in guiding 
and facilitating the Torah growth of our 
special student body.”

In terms of his goals as dean, Rabbi 
Kalinsky hopes to find additional 
ways to unify all four programs while 
simultaneously continuing to strengthen 
each individual program. Further, he will 
continue to encourage all Torah studies 
faculty to cultivate relationships with their 
students as a priority and an integral part 
of their role as teachers. “I want to use all 
that I have learned as a social worker, an 
educator, an academic and a rabbi to do 
whatever I can to help the University.” n

Rabbi Dr. Yosef Kalinsky

“My philosophy 
has always been to 

establish relationships, 
both personal and 

professional, with all 
members of the YU 

community”
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Talmud Torah in the 21st Century
Celebrating the Launch of the Marcos z”l and Adina Katz YUTorah App 

On Sunday, March 3, 2019, over 250 
people attended the official launch of the 
Marcos z”l and Adina Katz YUTorah app 
in a special session of the Arbesfeld Yom 
Rishon program for men and women. 
Among those attending was Adina Katz 
along with members of the Katz family.

Rabbi Yaakov Glasser ’01R, David 
Mitzner Dean of the Center for the 
Jewish Future, opened the ceremonies by 
announcing that YUTorah now contained 
182,997 shiurim, making it “the largest 
audio library of Torah learning in the 
world, connecting thousands of Jews 
worldwide.” He also gave thanks to the 
thousands of speakers who have donated 
freely of their time to share their learning.

In welcoming Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman 
’95R, President of Yeshiva University, 
Rabbi Glasser noted that “leading the 
Torah world in harnessing technology 
to spread our tradition is very much 
an expression of the vision and the 
entrepreneurial spirit that Rabbi Berman 
has brought to YU. As he said in his 
investiture address, we live in a rapidly 
changing world, and we have a mandate 
to engage that world with our values and 
ideas.”

In acknowledging Adina Katz and the 
Katz family for their enduring support of 
YUTorah, he called YUTorah “one of the 
great achievements of the Jewish people 

today” and a “force multiplier like nothing 
else in our world.” He went to say that 
the broad reach of YUTorah means that 
“nothing can stop the power of our Torah 
and the power of our ideas. YUTorah 
takes our ideas and broadcasts them to 
the leaders of the future of tomorrow and 
out to the broader Jewish community and 
to the world.”

Rabbi Hershel Schachter ’67R, Rosh 
Yeshiva and Rosh Kollel at RIETS, gave 
the keynote address, which focused on the 
Jewish community’s obligation to learn 
Torah in order to teach Torah to the world. 
“We have an obligation to transmit the 
Torah to the maximum audience possible,” 
and YUTorah can do this well because it 
presents Torah learning in many different 
styles that can get people accustomed to 
learning in many different ways.

The keynote address was followed 
by “Talmud Torah in the 21st Century,” 
a panel discussion moderated by Rabbi 
Glasser. The panelists were Rabbi Aryeh 
Lebowitz (incoming director of semicha  
at RIETS), Mrs. Chaya Batya Neugroschl 
(head of school for the Samuel H. Wang 
Yeshiva University High School for Girls), 
Rabbi Shay Schachter ’14R (rosh beis 
medrash at Young Israel of Woodmere) 
and Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Weinberg (rebbe 
and mashgiach ruchani, Irving I. Stone 
Beit Midrash Program and mashpia of 
Congregation Beth Abraham in Teaneck).

Their exchange focused on four 
questions posed by Rabbi Glasser: 
1) There is a tremendous popularity 
on YUTorah for short shiurim, five to 
twenty minutes in length. What are 
the implications of this trend for Torah 
learning?; 2) Many communications to 
YUTorah are from those who have said 
they’ve completed their learning through 
YUTorah on their own. Is it necessary to 
have a rebbe?; 3) Given the popularity 
of online Torah learning, is there a way 
to integrate this technology into the 
classroom?; and 4) How has online access 
to Torah content changed the way we 
have solicited halachic guidance?

The Katz family was also honored at a 
special reception with Rabbi Berman. n

(l-r): Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Weinberg, Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz, Mrs. Chaya Batya Neugroschl and Rabbi Shay 
Schachter

Katz Family Reception in the President’s office
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Rabbi Daniel Stein Honored at RIETS Gala 
On Wednesday, March 27, 2019, the 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary held its annual Gala Evening of 
Tribute at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New 
York City.

This year’s principal honoree 
was Rabbi Daniel Stein ’04R, Rosh 
Yeshiva and director of the Norman and 
Johanne Sternthal Fourth Year Halachah 
Lemaaseh Program at RIETS. He was 
honored for his appointment to the Perez 
and Frieda Friedberg Chair in Talmud, 
only the second person to hold that 
position, the first being the revered Rosh 
Yeshiva Rabbi Yosef Weiss z”l, a core 
educator for hundreds of rabbis for over 
half a century.

“Since the first day I came to YU, 
I have wanted to teach Torah, and 
specifically Talmud and Halacha at 
RIETS, which I consider the heart of our 
community. I had the honor of knowing 
and interacting with Rabbi Weiss, who 
taught Halacha at RIETS for decades. 
I am humbled and honored to succeed 
him in occupying the Friedberg Chair in 
Talmud, which quite literally is a dream 
come true.”

Yeshiva University and RIETS 
have been Rabbi Stein’s intellectual and 
spiritual home for more than 20 years. In 
1999, he graduated from Yeshiva College 
with a major in Judaic studies and was 
the valedictorian of the Mazer School of 
Talmudic Studies. He then went on to 

RIETS for semicha , where he participated 
in the Bella and Harry Wexner Semichah 
Honors Program and later the Bella and 
Harry Wexner Kollel Elyon. He received 
his ordination in 2002.

As a student, Rabbi Stein looked 
to maximize his study hours in the beit 
medrash so that he could “dedicate almost 
the entire day to examining, researching 
and dissecting the shiurim of Rabbi 
Schachter.” He credits this discipline 
with helping him acquire the knowledge, 
analytical skills and religious perspective 
that continues to define his learning and 
teaching today.

He also credits his development as 
a scholar to the encouragement received 
from “a cherished and talented cadre of 
older mentors and friends who urged me 
to thrive and grow. Many members of my 
original group of colleagues have gone 
on to become great teachers and leaders 

within the wider Jewish world, and that is 
both humbling and inspiring.”

Rabbi Stein, along with his wife 
Gila and four children, divides his 
time between New York and New 
Jersey. In 2014, he became the rabbi at 
Congregation Ahavath Chesed, known 
as the Ridniker Shteibel, on Manhattan’s 
Upper West Side. Prior to that, he was 
the founding rabbi at Congregation 
Beis Sholom in Clifton, New Jersey. 
“When I came to the Ridniker Shteibel, 
I felt as if I was joining a family. I am 
eternally grateful to the leadership and 
membership of the Ridniker Shteibel 
for their continuous support as we work 
together to spread Torah values.”

The real-life situations he has 
encountered as a rabbi at both his 
congregations have helped inform the 
perspective he brings to the training and 
education of rabbonim at RIETS. “The 
leadership at RIETS has boldly reshaped 
the semicha program in recent years to 
appeal to the needs of contemporary 
rabbinate. We aim to provide our 
talmidim with the entire range of tools 
necessary to respond to the challenge of 
an ever-changing world, one of which is 
our invaluable global network of rabbinic 
support, which is an indispensable asset 
not only for individual rabbis and their 
families, but by extension, to the entire 
community.” n

Rabbi Daniel Stein

“Since the first day I 
came to YU, I have 

wanted to teach Torah, 
and specifically Talmud 
and Halacha at RIETS, 

which I consider the 
heart of our community.”
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Family of Musmachim Honored at RIETS Gala 
In addition to honoring Rabbi Daniel 
Stein, the Friedberg Chair of Talmud 
Recipient, the gala celebrated the 
accomplishments of three Goldberg 
brothers, Rabbis Zev ’07YC, ’10R, Noah 
’09SB, ’13R, and Daniel ’13YC, ’17R. 
They all received their rabbinic ordination 
from RIETS, and they were presented 
with the Emerging Leadership Award for 
their impressive accomplishments.

Eli and Helen Goldberg, of Teaneck, 
New Jersey, parents of this family of 
rabbis, could not be prouder.

“Our parents have always been very 
supportive of our educational path,” says 
Rabbi Daniel Goldberg. “People often 
ask if our father is a Rabbi as well. And 
though he is not, they are right to assume 
that my brothers and I have chosen this 
path because of the example set by our 
parents.”

That support and encouragement has 
brought these up-and-coming leaders to 
the forefront of their learning and their 
fields.

Rabbi Zev Goldberg 

Rabbi Zev Goldberg, 34, did not always 
intend to become a rabbi. He majored 
in economics and was pursuing a career 
in finance. However, his professional 
trajectory changed when he participated 
in a program coordinated by Yeshiva 
University’s Center for the Jewish Future. 
He explains, “The CJF partnered with 
the Charleston, South Carolina, Jewish 
community to create a traveling kollel, 
and I visited Charleston nearly 20 times 
over two and a half years. Each time I 
went, I had the opportunity to develop 
meaningful relationships centered around 
teaching Torah, and that is when I knew 
then that I wanted to pursue a life of 
Jewish communal service.”

After receiving his ordination, Rabbi 
Zev Goldberg and his wife, Dr. Michal 
Goldberg (nee Safier, ’03S, ’10F), moved 

to Los Angeles, where Rabbi Goldberg 
worked as the assistant rabbi of Young 
Israel of Century City under Rabbi 
Elazar Muskin ’81R. He credits much 
of his success with the transformative 
mentoring he received from Rabbi 
Muskin.

In 2014, the Goldbergs moved back 
to New Jersey to lead the Young Israel 
of Fort Lee. Under Rabbi Goldberg’s 
tenure, the congregation has flourished. 
Additionally, he teaches undergraduate 
Torah studies for the Yeshiva College 
Undergraduate Torah Studies program 
and leads a weekly professional 
development class at RIETS.

Rabbi Zev Goldberg also works 
closely with Rabbi Menachem Penner 
’95R, the Max and Marion Grill Dean of 
RIETS, coordinating RIETS community 
programming. In the afternoons, Rabbi 
Goldberg is a Judaic Studies teacher at 
Bruriah High School for Girls. He is quick 
to offer praise about RIETS: “I am deeply 
grateful for my education at RIETS. I 
still remain close to my Rebbeim and 
turn to them often for their guidance and 
wisdom.”

Rabbi Noah Goldberg

Rabbi Noah Goldberg, 32, agrees. “No 
experience was more meaningful than the 
hours spent learning in the beit midrash,” 
he says, recalling with fondness the 
day-in, day-out learning. He received his 

bachelor’s degree in accounting from the 
Sy Syms School of Business before moving 
on to RIETS. While he did consider a 
career in the rabbinate, he ultimately 
decided to enter the world of finance, a 
field that had long held his interest. He has 
been working at PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) for nearly seven years, providing 
assurance services to private equity firms 
and hedge funds in New York City and 
Connecticut. Noah and his wife, Leah (nee 
Frenkiel ’13S), live in Riverdale, New York, 
and are active members of the Young Israel 
of Riverdale.

Noah acknowledges his unique path 
within the family. “While my professional 
path is different than that of my brothers, 
they inspire me every day to live 
meaningfully, maximize my potential and 
make a difference in the world,” he says.

Rabbi Daniel Goldberg

Rabbi Daniel Goldberg, 28, has served as 
assistant rabbi of Congregation Ahavath 
Torah in Englewood, New Jersey, since 
September 2017. A graduate of Yeshiva 
College (BA, English Literature), he 
pursued a master’s degree in Bible 
alongside his semicha  studies. He has 
completed his coursework towards a PhD 
in Bible, focusing on medieval Biblical 
interpretation.

Rabbi Daniel Goldberg is married to 
Dina (nee Muskin, ’12S), whom he met 
while visiting Los Angeles to spend time 

(l-r): Rabbi Zev and Michal Goldberg, Leah and Rabbi Noah Goldberg, Dina and Rabbi Daniel Goldberg
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with his brother, Rabbi Zev Goldberg. 
“G-d’s hand was easy to recognize,” states 
Rabbi Daniel Goldberg. “If my brother 
didn’t move to Los Angeles to work for 
my (now) father-in-law, my life might 
look very different today.”

Although Rabbi Daniel Goldberg has 
only been in Englewood for two years, 
he has already made a wonderful impact 
on the community. His weekly classes are 
very well attended and the congregation 
eagerly awaits his weekly sermon. Rabbi 
Daniel Goldberg explains, “I try to make 
the Torah I teach resonate with my 
congregants. I want people to leave shul 
inspired by the beauty of our heritage. I 
am so thankful to RIETS for giving me 
the tools to succeed.”  n

Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz Returns to YU
Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz, currently a Senior 
Magid Shiur at Lander College for Men, 
will become the Director of Semikha 
at RIETS for the Fall 2019 semester, 
according to Rabbi Menachem Penner 
’95R, Max and Marion Gill Dean of 
RIETS.

When asked what Rabbi Lebowitz’s 
role will entail, Rabbi Penner said, 
“He will give a semikha level shiur and 
develop relationships with all of the 
fellows in the semikha program. He will 
also interact with undergraduates in many 
different forums.”

In recent years, Rabbi Lebowitz 
has become a favorite of many students 
that may not have even met him. This 
due to his extreme popularity on 
YUTorah, where he has over 7,400 
easy-to-understand, high-level shiurim 
uploaded — the most of any speaker 
on the website. Rabbi Penner referred 
to him as “a superstar educator and rav 
… We are excited … to be able to bring 
him back ‘home’ in a role that allows him 

to significantly impact the future of the 
North American Jewish community.”

Rabbi Lebowitz is an alumnus of 
Yeshivat Kerem B’Yavneh. Following 
his studies in Israel, he studied in Sy 
Syms School of Business and remained 
in RIETS following graduation. During 
his studies in the Undergraduate Torah 
Studies (UTS) program and subsequently 
RIETS, he became — and remains — a 
very close talmid of RIETS Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Hershel Schachter ’67R. He 
went on to also receive semikha from 
Rabbi Zalman Nechemia Goldberg. 
Following his tenure as Assistant Rabbi 
at Shaaray Tefilah, a shul in Lawrence, 
Rabbi Lebowitz established the shul of 
Beis Haknesses of North Woodmere in 
2004, where he is currently the rabbi. 
Rabbi Lebowitz was a magid shiur at 
Davis Renov Stahler (DRS) Yeshiva 
High School until two and a half years 
ago when he was hired as a Senior Magid 
Shiur at Lander College for Men, a 
division of Touro College.

In an announcement on Wednesday, 
February 13 in the Lander Beis Medrash, 
Rabbi Yonason Sacks, Rosh Yeshiva of 
Lander College for Men, and former 
RIETS Rosh Yeshiva, said, “[Rabbi 
Lebowitz] was granted an unusual 
opportunity to be a part of the semikha 
program at RIETS and he has accepted 
that opportunity for the fall.” He then 
proceeded to thank Rabbi Lebowitz for 
all of his contributions to the yeshiva. n

Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz
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Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman Gives Yahrtzeit Shiur 
On Thursday, March 28, 2019, Rabbi 
Dr. Ari Berman ’95R gave a shiur in the 
Jacob and Dreizel Glueck Beit Midrash 
to honor the yahrtzeits of two Torah 
visionaries: the 123rd yahrtzeit of Rabbi 
Yitchak Elchanan Spektor z”l, for whom 
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary is named, and the 43rd 
yahrtzeit of Rabbi Dr. Samuel Belkin z”l, 
former President of Yeshiva University.

The yearly yahrtzeit shiur continues 
a tradition begun by Rabbi Dr. Norman 
Lamm ’51R, president emeritus of 
Yeshiva University, and one that Rabbi 
Berman enthusiastically continues, to 
celebrate the lives of two men who made 
Yeshiva University what it is today and 
who have had deep and lasting impacts 
on the Jewish world.

After acknowledging his fellow 
rebbeim in the audience along with 
faculty, staff, students and family 
members, such as Rabbi Belkin’s 
granddaughter, Tammy, and her husband, 
Steve Wagner, Rabbi Berman spoke about 
the tractate Baba Kama, exploring the 
laws of reshut ha-rabbim that deal with 
civil matters such as damages and torts 
and which this year forms the focus of the 
Yeshiva University’s batei midrash.

In Be–Inyan Petur Shel Shen ve-
Regel be-Reshut ha-Rabbim, Rabbi 
Berman discussed the presupposed 
legal exemption from two categories of 
damages inflicted in the public domain, 
noting that exemption is not so simple 
and tracing that debate through the 
classical sources while sharing his own 
spin on the discussion.

Asserting that Talmudic tort law is 
eminently relevant in the modern day, 

Rabbi Berman articulated a vision and 
mechanism to look towards our religious 
mentors—past and present—to inform 
our lives and how to create a society that 
promotes human flourishing.

Looking towards rabbinic discussion 
throughout centuries of discourse, 
Berman posited that we could look to the 
Talmudic legislation around liability in 
the public domain—both its leniencies 
and stringencies—and made clear that 
we have a religious responsibility to both 
enter broader society and consider the 
needs of all who join us there.

Rabbi Berman stressed that “human 
beings are complicated and communities 
even more so. In order to flourish 
together, in order to create a virtuous 
reshut ha-rabbim, we need to recognize 
how our choices impact others, both in 

terms of the decisions we make and the 
decisions we wish others to make.”

Speaking directly to the students in 
the audience, Rabbi Berman connected 
the laws of reshut ha-rabbim to the 
students’ experience at Yeshiva University 
and emphasized how one of the primary 
goals of YU is to prepare students for a life 
of positive impact on their communities. 
“YU is a bridge and an accelerator to the 
rest of your life. Our goal is to elevate 
your Jewish life to have a great impact 
on the world and be an eved Hashem,” 
said Rabbi Berman. “You have this 
opportunity to be surrounded by Torah, 
with caring, learned mentors and to train 
yourselves for a life in the reshut ha-
rabbim. It is not a challenge. It is a gift.” n

(l-r) Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor, Rabbi Dr. 
Samuel Belkin

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman delivering the memorial lecture in the Glueck Beit Midrash

“In order to flourish together, in order to create a 
virtuous reshut ha-rabbim, we need to recognize how 
our choices impact others, both in terms of the decisions 
we make and the decisions we wish others to make.”
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Preserving the Flame
Yeshiva University Yom HaShoah Ceremony Emphasizes Keeping the Power of Torah 
Strong 

On Wednesday, May 1, 2019, the 
Student Holocaust Education Movement 
(SHEM) held its annual commemoration 
honoring Holocaust survivors and 
victims with the theme of “Preserving the 
Flame.” This year’s commemoration was 
dedicated to Rabbi Meir Fulda z”l ’59R.

In his opening remarks, Yoni Broth, 
a board member of SHEM, noted a flame 
can stand for many things, “but tonight, 
it stands as both a symbol for lives that 
have been lost as well as  the many victims 
and survivors who did all that they could 
to carry the flame of Torah through the 
darkest of times and pass it on to the next 
generation. Because of them, the life of 
the Torah was never extinguished.”

After the singing of the American 
national anthem and Hatikvah by Tani 
Polansky, the audience heard a delightful, 
inspiring and fierce narrative of endurance 
from Judith Tischler, who recalled her 
youth in Nazi-occupied Hungary and the 
many clever and inventive ways, born out 
of the desperation of the times, that her 
parents employed to keep the family safe 
and intact.

She went to Israel in 1948 and, after 
a short time there working on a kibbutz, 
she moved on to the United States, 

where she lived in Borough Park, got 
married, became a registered pharmacist, 
earned a culinary degree and worked as a 
substitute teacher. Her daughter attended 
Stern College for Women, and her grand-
daughter is currently a Stern College 
student.

In a brisk and hopeful voice, she said 
to the audience, “The future is yours. 
I challenge you, based on our Torah 
values, not to be blinded by money or 
status: those who seem to have it all may 
not have it after all. Take time to value 
the simpler things in life. Develop self-
discipline and will power. Act as both an 
American citizen and a Jewish citizen, 
staying connected to our brothers and 
sisters in different parts of the world.” She 
ended her talk with a rousing rendition of 
“Ani Ma’amin.”

To honor the spirit and teaching 
career of Rabbi Meir Fulda z”l, in whose 
memory this event was dedicated, Dr. 
Samuel Schneider, emeritus associate 
professor of Hebrew, spoke movingly 
about about his friend and colleague as 
an introduction to a video of Rabbi Fulda 
recounting his experience of Kristallnacht 
to a rapt and respectful audience. As 
Rabbi Fulda noted in his presentation, the 

one element indispensable to the survival 
of the Jews is if every Jew loves every 
other Jew without reservation, a point 
he made directly in telling a story about 
how his father selflessly protected another 
man, a stranger and a Jew, from the whips 
of the Nazis. That example of self-sacrifice 
and humility, Rabbi Fulda said, is the 
example that all must follow.

Six candles were lit on stage to 
commemorate six different aspects of 
Holocaust remembrance: the six million 
murdered; the one-and-a-half million 
children slaughtered; the righteous 
gentiles and non-Jewish victims; the 
world of Torah that was lost; the link 
between survivors and the future 
generations; and to honor the survivors 
and their inspiring example.

After the lighting of the candles, 
Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman ’95R, President 
of Yeshiva University, gave a moving 
delivery of Kel Maleh.

In his closing remarks, Yosef Sklar, 
president of SHEM, hoped that the 
evening’s program “not only succeeded 
in teaching about the Holocaust but also 
in providing examples of how we can all 
further educate ourselves as well as the 
future generations.” n

“The future is yours. I challenge you, based on 
our Torah values, not to be blinded by money 
or status: those who seem to have it all may 
not have it after all. Take time to value the 
simpler things in life. Develop self-discipline 
and will power. Act as both an American 
citizen and a Jewish citizen, staying connected 
to our brothers and sisters in different parts of 
the world.”
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Miut Sheinah:
Studying Torah While 

Sleep Deprived

The beraisa in Avos delineates 48 
pathways to acquiring a substantial 
relationship to the study of Torah. 
Among the list are a series of habits that 
are intended to diminish our indulgence 
in physical needs and desires. One of 
the more striking suggestions is “miut 
sheinah,” curtailing one’s sleep. It is 
striking that Chazal would recommend 
a tactic that seemingly compromises 
one’s awareness and alertness, which 
are essential elements to success in 
intellectually mastering the complexities 
of Torah. It is well established that a 
healthy sleep regimen correlates with 
increased focus and memory capacity. 
What is so crucial about studying Torah 
at night, that we would seemingly 
compromise the productivity and 
integrity of our study the remainder of the 
day?

The first individual in the Torah 
with whom we associate a pronounced 
commitment to Torah learning at night 
is Yaakov Avinu. Among the most 
climatic moments of Sefer Bereishis is 

Yaakov’s angelic dream at the peak of Har 
Hamoriah:

ַוִּיְפַּגע ַּבָּמקֹום ַוָּיֶלן ָׁשם ִּכי ָבא ַהֶּׁשֶמׁש ַוִּיַּקח ֵמַאְבֵני 
יו ַוִּיְׁשַּכב ַּבָּמקֹום ַההּוא.  ַהָּמקֹום ַוָּיֶׂשם ְמַרֲאׁשֹתָ

)בראשית כח:יא(
And he reached the place and lodged there 
because the sun had set and he took the rocks 
from that place and placed them under his 
head and he slept in that place. (Bereishis 
28:11)

The Divine vision evolves from a 
deep sleep that overwhelms Yaakov upon 
finally succumbing to the exhaustion 
that grips his daily life experience. Rashi 
explains the source of this overwhelming 
fatigue:

וישכב במקום ההוא: לשון מיעוט באותו מקום 
שכב, אבל ארבע עשרה שנים ששמש בבית עבר 

לא שכב בלילה, שהיה עוסק בתורה. )רש”י, 
בראשית כח:יא(

He slept in that place: This language comes 
to exclude. He slept in that place, but for the 
fourteen years that he served in the house of 
Ever, he didn’t sleep at night because he was 

engaged in Torah [study].(Rashi, Bereishis 
28:11)

Yaakov Avinu’s dedication to talmud 
Torah in Yeshivas Shem VaEver eclipsed 
his attention to provide for his most 
basic needs of physical functioning. The 
Gemarah in Sukkah 53a, writes that 
an oath to refrain from sleep for more 
than three days is invalid because it is 
physically impossible. It is likely that 
Yaakov indeed slept occasionally to 
reinvigorate his attention and strength, 

by Rabbi Yaakov Glasser ’01R
David Mitzner Dean, Center for the Jewish Future and Rabbi, Young Israel of Passaic-Clifton, NJ
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but never engaged in “shechivah”—in 
the settled and relaxing state of indulgent 
slumber. His commitment to talmud 
Torah entailed a comprehensive devotion 
that encompassed both day and night. 
He viewed the entire 24-hour period as 
a critical unit to accomplish his goals in 
talmud Torah. Yaakov Avinu, in what 
is described as the first formal Torah 
learning enterprise, devotes considerable 
time and energy to the study of Torah at 
night.

In fact, the eternal mandate to 
regulate one’s daily Torah study is 
formulated to accentuate this span of 
dedication during both daytime and 
nighttime: 

לֹא ָימּוׁש ֵסֶפר ַהּתֹוָרה ַהֶּזה ִמִּפיָך ְוָהִגיָת ּבֹו יֹוָמם 
ָוַלְיָלה ְלַמַען ִּתְׁשמרֹ ַלֲעשֹֹות ְּכָכל ַהָּכתּוב ּבֹו ִּכי ָאז 

ַּתְצִליַח ֶאת ְּדָרֶכָך ְוָאז ַּתְׂשִּכיל. )יהושע א:ח(
This book of Torah shall never leave your lips 
and you shall study it day and night in order 
that you observe everything that is written in 
it because then you will be successful in your 
ways and then you will prosper. (Yehoshua 
1:8)

What is so unique about the study of 
Torah at night?

Contemporary advances in 
technology and communication have 
essentially equalized the daytime and 
nighttime hours in their potential for 
productivity. Traditionally, however, the 
nighttime posed many pragmatic barriers 
to efficiency. The centrality of talmud 
Torah to Jewish life demands that we 
transcend these challenges and devote 
ourselves to Torah learning, even when 
conditions make it difficult. The Gemarah 
(Menachos 99b) writes that one fulfills 
the minimal requirement for Torah study 
by learning a section of Torah in the day 
as well as in the night. The Rambam 
(Hilchos Talmud Torah 1:8) codifies 
this basic obligation to study Torah daily 
as encompassing both the daytime and 
nighttime hours. It would appear from 
the Gemarah and the Rambam that the 
significance in talmud Torah at night is 

found in its balancing contribution to the 
obligation to study during the day. The 
Shulchan Aruch writes:

צריך ליזהר בלמוד הלילה יותר מבשל יום, 
והמבטלו עונשו מרובה. )שולחן ערוך, אורח חיים 

רלח:א(
One must be scrupulous about studying at 
night more than during the daytime and 
one who neglects this is punished severely. 
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 238:1)

The Shulchan Aruch formulates 
one’s obligation to study at night as even 
greater than during the day. This approach 
is rooted in the many statements we 
encounter throughout Chazal that seem 
to promote a disproportionate emphasis 
upon the study of Torah at night. The 
Gemarah in Chagiga (12b) writes that 
one who engages in the study of Torah 
at night is endowed with an additional 
dimension of chessed (kindness) during 
the day. In Eiruvin (18b), the Gemarah 
writes that a home permeated with the 
study of Torah at night will never be 
destroyed. In Menachos (110a) the 
Gemarah compares rabbis who engage in 
Torah study at night to those who served 

in the Mikdash itself.
The Gemarah in Tamid (32b) writes 

that anyone who studies Torah at night 
will merit the presence of the Shechinah:

תנא רבי חייא כל העוסק בתורה בלילה שכינה 
כנגדו שנאמר קומי רוני בלילה לראש אשמורות 

שפכי כמים לבך נכח פני ה’.
R. Chiya taught: Anyone who studies Torah 
at night does so opposite the Divine presence 
as it states (Eicha 2:19): “Arise and sing 
at night, when it first becomes dark, pour 
out your heart like water in the presence of 
God.”

The Rambam, subsequent to 
codifying the requirement to study Torah 
at night in the first chapter of Hilchos 
Talmud Torah, reintroduces the concept 
of Torah study at night in an entirely 
different context in the third chapter:

אף על פי שמצוה ללמוד ביום ובלילה אין אדם 
למד רוב חכמתו אלא בלילה לפיכך מי שרצה 

לזכות בכתר התורה יזהר בכל לילותיו ולא יאבד 
אפילו אחד מהן בשינה ואכילה ושתיה ושיחה 

וכיוצא בהן אלא בתלמוד תורה ודברי חכמה אמרו 
חכמים אין רנה של תורה אלא בלילה שנאמר 

קומי רוני בלילה. )רמב”ם, הל’ תלמוד תורה ג:יב(
Even though there is a mitzvah to study day 
and night, most of one’s knowledge is learned 
at night. Therefore, one who wants to earn 
the crown of Torah should be cautious about 
one’s nights and not lose even a single night 
to sleeping, eating , drinking, conversation or 
other things. Rather, one should [dedicate] 
one’s nights to Torah study and words 
of wisdom. Our rabbis taught: The song 
of Torah only comes about at night as it 
states, “Arise and sing at night.” (Rambam, 
Hilchos Talmud Torah 3:12)

While the fundamental mitzvah of 
talmud Torah is to study both during the 
day and at night, the “crown of Torah” 
can only be acquired through devotion 
to study at nighttime. In this context, the 
Rambam quotes the verse in Eicha that 
compares nighttime Torah learning to a 
song. What is the source of the Rambam’s 
romanticized depiction of talmud Torah 
at night?

Traditionally, the 
nighttime posed many 
pragmatic barriers to 

efficiency. The centrality 
of talmud Torah to Jewish 

life demands that we 
transcend these challenges 

and devote ourselves 
to Torah learning, even 

when conditions make it 
difficult. 
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In his commentary on Maseches 
Brachos, Rav Avraham Y. Kook (Ein 
Ayah to Brachos 3b) reveals the grandeur 
of talmud Torah at night. The Gemarah 
(Brachos 3b) compares David Hamelech’s 
sleep at the beginning of the night to that 
of a horse, and his sleep at the conclusion 
of the night to that of a lion. Rav Kook 
explains that the horse is an animal whose 
strength is rooted in man’s capacity to 
utilize it for a higher purpose. Horses can 
be trained to maximize their contribution 
in the contexts of work and of war. The 
lion’s strength is internal. It possesses a 
reservoir of courage and vigor that can 
be unleashed independent of human 
direction. Rav Kook explains that David 
Hamelech functions in two capacities. 
First, his strength and leadership is a 
product of the people he serves. Ein 
melech belo am, there is no king without 
a nation. By virtue of his leadership 
role within the greater Jewish people, 
David projects a vitality and virtue that 
promotes the values and ideals of Torah. 
He metaphorically rides the horse of 
his nation and conquers the enemies of 
his people. As the night gets darker, an 
additional dimension of David’s spiritual 
personality emerges. The lion’s vigor 
represents one’s internal capacity to 
project the world of talmud Torah and 
transform the landscape of our spiritual 
reality.

The internal spiritual fortitude 
required to conquer the overpowering 
feeling of exhaustion with a commitment 
to the study of d’var Hashem is the 
pathway to adorning ourselves with the 
crown of Torah. The accolades celebrated 
by Chazal relate to the transformative 
effect of exuding a personal devotion to 
Torah that transcends the more natural 
structures and frameworks for Torah 
growth symbolized by the clarity of 
daytime. Yaakov Avinu recognized that 
to achieve the spiritual heights of his 
ancestors, he needed to access a deeper 
and more personal source of dedication 
that can only be realized through piercing 
the darkness and challenge of growing at 

night.
Jewish education is devoted to 

creating the curriculum, structures, and 
frameworks of talmud Torah bayom, 
daytime study. The goals, instruction, and 
assessments that are necessary to shape 
a learning environment of accountability 
and achievement are core to the 
development of our children. However, 
our tradition recognizes another 
dimension to learning as well. It is found 
outside the parameters of the “required” 
learning of “vehagisa bo yomam valayla,” 
the daily requirements of Torah study. It is 
the journey to discover what the Rambam 
describes as the “rina shel Torah,” 
the song of Torah, the personal and 
melodious experience of Torah learning 
emerging from within the depths of one’s 
own heart and soul. The recognition 
that beyond the basic requirements of 
accumulating the knowledge of yahadus 
is the effort to discover the passion and 
music of Torah learning. It can be found 
in the late night mishmars of yeshivos 
and seminaries, where students project 
their own motivation in embracing a 
higher dimension of dedication to Torah 
learning. It can be found in the Torah 
learning of summer kollels and camps, 
when students strive to uncover the 
magic of the Torah learning experience, 
beyond the accumulation of substance 
and information.

It can also be found in the late hours 
of Shavuos night as we rub the exhaustion 
from our eyes and pour one more cup 
of coffee so that we can demonstrate 
our love of Torah in anticipation of 
re-experiencing its revelation. Many 
wonder why a custom would evolve 
to remain awake the entire night, thus 
compromising our ability to focus 
on tefilah and talmud Torah for the 
remainder of the holiday. Perhaps this 
approach, of “miut sheinah,” is intended 
to concretize that Shavuos is not only 
about receiving the essence of talmud 
Torah. In fact, if we were looking for a 
holiday that celebrates our achievements 
in the public study of Torah, we should 

look toward Simchas Torah. Shavuos has 
a different goal. The Gemarah (Shabbos 
88a) tells us that when the Jewish people 
expressed their commitment of na’aseh 
venishma, we will do and then we will 
listen, angels descended and placed 
“crowns” on their heads. Shavuos is about 
acquiring our kesser Torah, our crown 
of Torah. It is about discovering our 
personalized “song” of Torah.

Shavuos is an opportunity to 
transcend the practical and reach for the 
ideal. It is an all night mishmar—where 
the motivation comes from within.

It is certainly true that curtailing 
one’s sleep is a striking tactic to kinyan 
HaTorah, the acquisition of Torah. 
However, sometimes we have to be 
willing to sacrifice some space in the 
normative requirements of talmud Torah 
to inspire a broader lifetime commitment 
to the passion and motivation in reaching 
for the crown of Torah. To truly “acquire” 
a deep and lasting relationship to talmud 
Torah, we must continue to identify and 
embrace opportunities that cultivate a 
love and a pride for the substance and 
song of our tradition. n
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Matan Torah:
Singular Event,  
Two Narratives

Parshas Hageirus / The Conversion 
Narrative

Tucked away after the lengthy legal 
discourses of Parshas Mishpatim and 
prior to the launching of the even 
lengthier detailed description of the 
Mishkan requirements, Hashem recorded 
an understated eleven-verse narrative.
Woven around the story of the writing 
and reading of the first sefer Torah, this 
portion describes Moshe building twelve 
pillars, one for each tribe, and sprinkling 
the Jews with blood of their sacrifices. 
The events climax with a penetrating 
and puzzling vision that reassures us that 
Hashem was watching over us even as we 
were suffering terribly, even during His 
apparent hiddenness from us.

ד ַוִּיְכֹּתב מֶׁשה ֵאת ָּכל ִּדְבֵרי ה’ ַוַּיְׁשֵּכם ַּבֹּבֶקר ַוִּיֶבן 
ִמְזֵּבַח ַּתַחת ָהָהר ּוְׁשֵּתים ֶעְשֵֹרה ַמֵצָבה ִלְׁשֵנים ָעָשֹר 
ִׁשְבֵטי ִיְשָֹרֵאל: ה ַוִּיְׁשַלח ֶאת ַנֲעֵרי ְּבֵני ִיְשָֹרֵאל ַוַּיֲעלּו 
ֹעֹלת ַוִּיְזְּבחּו ְזָבִחים ְׁשָלִמים ַלה’ ָּפִרים: ו ַוִּיַּקח מֶׁשה 
ֲחִצי ַהָּדם ַוָּיֶשֹם ָּבַאָּגֹנת ַוֲחִצי ַהָּדם ָזַרק ַעל ַהִּמְזֵּבַח: 
ז ַוִּיַּקח ֵסֶפר ַהְּבִרית ַוִּיְקָרא ְּבָאְזֵני ָהָעם ַוּיֹאְמרּו ֹּכל 

ֲאֶׁשר ִּדֶּבר ה’ ַנֲעֶשֹה ְוִנְׁשָמע: ח ַוִּיַּקח מֶׁשה ֶאת ַהָּדם 
ַוִּיְזרֹק ַעל ָהָעם ַוּיֹאֶמר ִהֵנה ַדם ַהְּבִרית ֲאֶׁשר ָּכַרת ה’ 
ִעָּמֶכם ַעל ָּכל ַהְּדָבִרים ָהֵאֶלה: ט ַוַּיַעל מֶׁשה ְוַאֲהרֹן 
ָנָדב ַוֲאִביהּוא ְוִׁשְבִעים ִמִּזְקֵני ִיְשָֹרֵאל: י ַוִּיְראּו ֵאת 
ֱאֹלֵקי ִיְשָֹרֵאל ְוַתַחת ַרְגָליו ְּכַמֲעֵשֹה ִלְבַנת ַהַסִּפיר 

ּוְכֶעֶצם ַהָּׁשַמִים ָלֹטַהר: )שמות פרק כד(
4 Moshe wrote all of the words of Hashem, 
and he woke in the morning and built an 
altar under the mountain and twelve pillars 
corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
5 And he sent the youth of the people of 
Israel and they brought burnt offerings and 
offered peace offerings to Hashem using 
bulls. 6 Moshe took half of the blood and 
placed it in basins, and the other half, he 
sprinkled on the altar. 7 He took the Book 
of the Covenant and he read it to the nation 
and they said “Everything that Hashem said, 
we will do and we will follow.” 8 Moshe took 
the blood and sprinkled it on the nation and 
said “Behold this is the blood of the covenant 
that Hashem created with you on these 
matters.” 9 Moshe went up with Aharon, 
Nadav, Avihu and seventy of the elders of 
Israel. 10 They saw the God of Israel and 
under His feet was like a work of paved 

sapphire and the very essence of Heaven in 
its purity. (Shemot 24)

Though this story is understudied 
as a biblical narrative, the rabbis of later 
years teased out from these verses all 
the necessary elements of conversion. 
That means to say that they saw here a 
description of the “conversion” of the 
Sinai generation. Indeed later scholars 
would entertain whether the laws of 
conversion were consistently applied to 
that generation.

by Rabbi Yaakov Neuburger ’79R
Rosh Yeshiva, RIETS, and Morah D’asra, Congregation Beth Abraham, Bergenfield, NJ
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When this process took place 
is debated by Rashi and Ramban. 
Whereas Ramban understands that 
the text follows in chronological order 
and that this covenant took place on 
the day after Matan Torah, Rashi sees 
it as a flashback to the preparatory days 
leading up to revelation. This is part of 
Rashi and Ramban’s deliberations on 
the interpretation and application of 
the Talmudic principle ain mukdam 
ume’uchar baTorah, passages in the 
Torah are not necessarily written in 
chronological order.

Simply put, the rabbis of the 
Talmud stated that chronology need not 
be the driving organizer of the Torah 
narratives. While Rashi applies this 
principle broadly throughout Torah, the 
Ramban understands that it refers to a 
specific parsha in Bamidbar where the 
recorded dating clearly indicates that 
the chronological order of the texts was 
ignored. Beyond that episode, argues 
Ramban, almost all the narratives of 
the Torah text follow in their natural 
sequence.

Thus Ramban explains that this 
parsha occurred just after the content 
of the entire Parshas Mishpatim was 
taught. It precedes Moshe’s return to the 
top of Sinai for the next forty days but 
it represents a more informed covenant 
than the one that took place the day 
before:

והנה משה כתב ביום ההוא בספר כל מה 
שנצטווה, חקים ומשפטים ותורות, והשכים בבקר 

ממחרת היום ההוא לכרות להם ברית  על הכל, 
ובנה המזבח )פסוק ד(, וזבח הזבחים )פסוק ה(, 
ונתן חצי הדם על מזבח ה’ וחצי הדם שם באגנות 

)פסוק ו(, ולקח הספר שכתב מאמש וקראו 
באזניהם, וקבלו עליהם עוד לבא בברית עמו, 

ואמרו )פסוק ז( כל אשר דבר ה’ נעשה ונשמע 
אליך, מכל אשר תצוה מאתו ית’. ואז זרק עליהם 

חצי הדם )פסוק ח(, כי זאת אות הברית לבא 
השנים בחלקים שוים. ואחרי שהשלים מעשיו 

עמהם הוצרך למלאת דבר ה’, שאמר לו ה’ עלה 
אתה ואהרן וגו’. וזהו שאמר )בפסוק ט( ויעל 
משה ואהרן נדב ואביהוא וגו’. ועשה עוד מה 

שצווה )בפסוק ב( ונגש לבדו אל ה’, והוא שאמר 

)בפסוק יח( ויבא משה בתוך הענן וגומר. והנה 
מעשה הברית ביום המחרת למתן תורה, ובו היתה 

העליה שעלה משה אל ההר )פסוק יג(, וממנה 
נתעכב שם ארבעים יום. )רמב”ן, שמות כד:א(

Behold, Moshe wrote in the Book on that 
day all that he was commanded, statutes, 
laws and commandments, and he awoke the 
next morning to create a covenant on all of 
it. He built an altar and offered sacrifices 
and placed half the blood on the altar of 
Hashem and half in basins. He took the 
Book that he wrote the day before and read 
it to them and they accepted to enter the 
covenant with him. They said: everything 
that Hashem said, we will do and we will 
follow you, whatever you command us from 
Hashem. He then sprinkled the other half of 
the blood upon them because this covenant 
required two equal parts. After he completed 
his actions, he was required to fulfill the 
word of Hashem who told him to go up with 
Aharon etc. This is what is stated “Moshe 
went up with Aharon, Nadav, Avihu etc.” He 
also performed what was commanded, “And 
he approached Hashem himself,” and this is 
reflected in the verse, “Moshe went into the 
cloud etc.” Behold, this covenant took place 
the day after the giving of the Torah and 
that is when Moshe went up the mountain 
and stayed there for forty days. (Ramban, 
Shemot 24:1)

Here, Ramban is arguing with his 
much more succinct predecessor, Rashi, 
who says:

פרשה זו נאמרה קודם עשרת הדברות, ובארבעה 
בסיון נאמר לו עלה. )רש”י, שמות כד:א(

This portion took place before the giving of 
the Ten Commandments. On the fourth of 
Sivan, he was told to go up [the mountain]. 
(Rashi, Shemot 24:1)

Rashi’s View: Two Narratives

Accordingly, Ramban views that our 
commitment to the life that Hashem 
wants us to lead coalesced over a multi-
step process. That process included 
the teachings of Mara, the initial verbal 
commitments to becoming a “mamleches 

kohanim,” the Sinai revelation per se, and 
finally, completing a conversion process 
complete with sacrifices and accepting 
the “stone handiwork” of Hashem.

Yet Rashi’s view begs interpretation. 
In Rashi’s view, the Torah divided the 
story of Matan Torah into two storylines. 
How intriguing it is to have two parshiyos 
focus separately on the selfsame episode, 
each one choosing details so different 
from each other that they convey vastly 
different impressions and overtones.

The Matan Torah of Parshas 
Yisro welcomes the Shechinah with 
supernatural thunder and lightning 
and shofar sounds that increase in 
volume. The trembling mountain marks 
Hashem’s presence as it sends up furnace 
like smoke. The people are prepared 
through abstinence and  are severely 
cautioned to keep their distance. They are 
overwhelmed and left shaking, somewhat 
traumatized and ready to run:

טו ַוּיֹאֶמר ֶאל ָהָעם ֱהיּו ְנֹכִנים ִלְׁשלֶׁשת ָיִמים ַאל 
ִּתְּגׁשּו ֶאל ִאָּׁשה: טז ַוְיִהי ַבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִליִׁשי ִּבְהיֹת ַהֹּבֶקר 
ַוְיִהי ֹקֹלת ּוְבָרִקים ְוָעָנן ָּכֵבד ַעל ָהָהר ְוֹקל ֹׁשָפר ָחָזק 
ְמֹאד ַוֶּיֱחַרד ָּכל ָהָעם ֲאֶׁשר ַּבַּמֲחֶנה: יז ַוּיֹוֵצא מֶׁשה 

ֶאת ָהָעם ִלְקַראת ָהֱאֹלִהים ִמן ַהַּמֲחֶנה ַוִּיְתַיְצבּו 
ְּבַתְחִּתית ָהָהר: יח ְוַהר ִסיַני ָעַׁשן ֻּכלֹו ִמְּפֵני ֲאֶׁשר 

ָיַרד ָעָליו ה’ ָּבֵאׁש ַוַּיַעל  ֲעָׁשנֹו ְּכֶעֶׁשן ַהִּכְבָׁשן ַוֶּיֱחַרד 
ָּכל ָהָהר ְמֹאד: יט ַוְיִהי קֹול ַהֹּׁשָפר הֹוֵלְך ְוָחֵזק ְמֹאד 
מֶׁשה ְיַדֵּבר ְוָהֱאֹלִהים ַיֲעֶננּו ְבקֹול: כ ַוֵּיֶרד ה’ ַעל ַהר 
ִסיַני ֶאל רֹאׁש ָהָהר ַוִּיְקָרא ה’ ְלמֶׁשה ֶאל רֹאׁש ָהָהר 

ַוַּיַעל מֶׁשה:  )שמות פרק יט(
15 He said to the nation: Be prepared for the 
next three days, don’t  approach a woman. 
16 It was on the third day in the morning 
and there was thunder and lightning and a 
thick cloud on the mountain; the sound of a 
shofar was very strong and the nation in the 
camp trembled. 17 Moshe took the nation 
out of the camp towards Hashem and they 
stood at the base of the mountain. 18 Mount 
Sinai was full of smoke because Hashem 
descended upon it and the smoke rose like 
smoke from a furnace and the mountain 
trembled greatly. 19 The sound of the shofar 
was growing stronger. Moshe would speak 
and Hashem would respond with a voice. 20 
Hashem descended upon Mount Sinai to the 



27
C H AV RU S A  •  S I VA N  577 9

Chomer Lidrush for Shavuos

peak of the mountain and Hashem called 
Moshe to the peak of the mountain and 
Moshe ascended. (Shemot 19)

Not so the Matan Torah of Parshas 
Mishpatim. Here, the people stand —
presumably quietly — to be crowned 
by the light sprinkling of blood that 
marks the new covenant. They have 
been engaged through Moshe’s Torah 
instruction and have responded with 
absolute commitment. They have their 
korbonos sprinkled on them. The 
depiction of a fiery quaking mountain 
lifted off its core surrounded by bolts of 
light, sound, and visible thunder is absent.

Why two different stories instead of 
one complete account? Why are so many 
details suppressed, seemingly in an effort 
to paint such distinct pictures?

Perhaps the event that would model 
the experience of Torah study for all 
time has to include both the impulsive 
excitement associated with the high 
drama that Sinai was, as well as the 
very measured care and concern that 
characterizes sacrificial service.

There are times that our study must  
be charged by an exciting program and 

fuelled with a flamboyant teacher and 
charismatic colleagues. However, as any 
matter worthy of our energies, it will 
more often require the careful and even 

painstaking efforts to succesfully pave 
our path in the labyrinth of Torah. For 
most of us, we will have to slowly amass 

knowledge even as we attempt to deepen 
our understanding of all of Hashem’s 
wisdom.

Certainly, we, who have come to 
appreciate the results of laborious and 
thorough research in so many areas of 
life, can well understand the humbling 
message of Parshas Mishpatim. It is the 
unassuming ongoing and scheduled 
Torah study that connects students and 
teachers, and fathers and sons. Quietly 
imbibing wisdom, slowly and steadily, 
molds hearts, souls and minds and plants 
anchors to our commitment.

Thus, we return to the story of Sinai 
after learning in great detail about courts 
and torts, and the concern for the poor 
and disadvantaged and having been 
exposed to the breathtaking scope of 
Torah.

The experience of study modeled in 
Parshas Mishpatim, the one closer to our 
ongoing efforts to be kove’a itim la’Torah 
(set aside time for Torah study) does not 
end with a shocked people on the run, 
rather it culminates with a people riveted 
on their vision of Hashem as a consuming 
fire that is visible to all. n

Perhaps the event 
that would model the 
experience of Torah 
study for all time has 
to include both the 

impulsive excitement 
associated with the high 
drama that Sinai was, as 

well as the very measured 
care and concern that 

characterizes sacrificial 
service.
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Practical Halacha Guide for Shavuos 
Compiled by Rabbi Shay Schachter ’14R
Annotated by Rabbi Yehuda Turetsky ’10R and Rabbi Etan Schnall ’09R

1 Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 249:2) states this explicitly in regard to erev Shabbat. This is included in the mitzva of honoring Shabbat, which includes preparations done before Shabbat 
begins. Rema (529:1) rules that this halacha applies to erev Yom Tov as well, for there is also an obligation to honor Yom Tov (see below). See Mishna Berura (249:10) for an ad-
ditional reason to prohibit large meals.
2 Ibid. Shulchan Aruch states that it is a mitzva to avoid eating a standard weekday meal after the ninth halachic hours has passed. Biur Halacha explains that this refers to eating what 
is sufficient to satisfy him during the week. However, one need not refrain from eating enough to simply quiet his feelings of hunger.
3 Regarding eating meat at a seudat brit milah on erev Shabbat, see Magen Avraham (249:6) who cites a disagreement amongt the Poskim.
4 Magen Avraham (O.C. 263:12) quotes the Drisha’s son who records that his mother’s practice was to recite the bracha before lighting the candles. While Magen Avraham argues 
that one should recite the bracha after lighting, the accepted practice is not in accordance with his opinion. See Mishna Berura (263:27).
5 R. Yaakov Emden’s position is recorded in his Shut Sheilat Ya’avetz (1:107) and has been accepted by many poskim. Mishna Berura (263:23) rules that one should not protest 
against those whose custom is to recite Shehechiyanu at the time of candle lighting. Achronim present justifications for this practice; see Aruch HaShulchan (263:12) and Moadim 
U’Zmanim (7:117).

Eating a Meal on Erev Yom Tov

One should refrain from eating a large 
meal on erev Yom Tov in order to eat the 
Yom Tov meal with an appetite.1 It is best 
not to eat a meal in the late afternoon, 
even if the meal is not elaborate.2 In all 
instances, one should not eat meat on 
erev Yom Tov.3

Candle Lighting

There are two opinions as to whether the 
bracha on Yom Tov candles should be 
recited before or after the candles are lit. 
The generally accepted practice is to recite 
the bracha before lighting the candles.4

There is no requirement to recite the 

bracha of Shehechiyanu in conjunction 
with Kiddush. However, the Talmud 
(Eruvin 40b) states that the significance 
of the bracha is enhanced when it is 
recited in conjunction with Kiddush, and 
common practice is to act accordingly. 
R. Akiva Eiger (O.C. 263:5) quotes the 
opinion of R. Yaakov Emden that women 
should not recite Shehechiyanu when 
lighting Yom Tov candles, but should 
instead wait until Kiddush to satisfy the 
requirement to recite the bracha.5

The mitzvah to light Yom Tov candles 
should ideally take place in one’s home. 
If one is staying in a hotel, one’s private 
guest room is one’s “home.” However, 
hotels prohibit lighting candles in guest 

Halacha from the Beit Midrash
Selected Piskei Halacha from RIETS Rosh 
Yeshiva Rabbi Hershel Schachter ’67R
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rooms because this poses a fire hazard.6 
Therefore, the obligation is best fulfilled 
by turning on an electric light in one’s 
room, provided that it is incandescent 
(not neon or fluorescent, etc.), as many 
poskim maintain that a bracha may be 
recited on a light bulb that contains a 
filament.7 It does not appear proper to 
light candles in a place where no one will 
benefit from the light of the candles, and a 
bracha may not be made in this scenario.8

Yahrtzeit Candles

Some poskim question whether one is 
permitted to light a yahrtzeit candle on 
the second day of Yom Tov in honor 
of Yizkor. The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 
(98:1) cites poskim on both sides of the 
issue and concludes that one should not 
light such a candle on Yom Tov. He views 
it as a “ner shel avtala,” a candle whose 
light does not provide benefit on Yom 
Tov, and as such may not be lit. Therefore, 
one should ideally light a yahrtzeit candle 
on erev Yom Tov (see footnote).9

The Shavuot Meal

There is a long-standing custom to eat 
dairy on Shavuot.10 Mishna Berura 
(O.C. 494:16, Sha’ar HaTziyun 15) 
notes the long-standing custom to wait 

6 R. Schachter cautions that one who lights a candle in a guest room without permission violates the prohibition of theft, as hotel administration does not authorize guests to use 
rooms in this manner. See R. Asher Weiss, Kovetz Darkei Hora’ah (4:94).
7 It is important to note that this mitzva can be fulfilled by turning on a closet or bathroom light (the bracha must be recited outside of the bathroom). For a summary of poskim who 
discuss whether one fulfills the mitzva by lighting electric lights, see Shemirat Shabbat KeHilchata (chap. 43, note 22).
8 See Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 263:9).
9 Many other poskim accept the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch’s ruling; see also Da’at Torah (O.C. 515:5). Shut Ketav Sofer (O.C. 65) permits one to light a yahrzeit candle on Yom Tov, 
though he believes that it should be lit inside the shul. In his discussion of the issue, Biur Halacha (514 s.v. Ner) writes that if one neglected to light a yahrzeit candle on erev Yom 
Tov, it is best to light it in shul or at least in the place where one eats in order to benefit from the additional light. Some later poskim have questioned whether Biur Halacha’s logic 
still applies, as it is unlikely that a candle will significantly increase the light in the room in a contemporary setting. Biur Halacha concludes that one may perhaps be lenient in a 
pressing situation to light the candle because the aforementioned Ketav Sofer argues that a yahrzeit candle is considered a permissible ner shel mitzvah, and not a ner shel avtala, as 
it provides honor to one’s parents. It should be noted that most poskim assume that it is only a custom to light a yahrtzeit candle and not a halachic requirement; see Shut Yechave 
Da’at (5:60). See also Mishna Berura (261:16) quoting Maharshal who permits one to instruct a non-Jew to light a yahrtzeit candle during bein hashmashot of erev Shabbat, due to 
the unique importance that many associate with this custom.
10 This custom is recorded by Rema (O.C. 494:2). Various reasons are offered for this custom; see Rema and Mishna Berura (ibid.).
11The custom to wait after eating hard cheese is recorded by Rema (Y.D. 89:2). For this purpose, hard cheese includes types that are aged and somewhat sharp. While Shach (89:17) 
quotes the Maharshal, who forcefully rejects this stringency, most poskim do not accept his opinion; see, for example, Biur HaGra (89:11). Shach (89:15), Taz (89:4), Yad Yehuda 
(89:30) and other poskim discuss how to define “hard cheese” for purposes of this halacha.
12 As reported by R. Schachter in Mesorah Journal (vol. 20, pg. 92). For an updated list of contemporary cheeses that may pose a problem, see May 2012 edition of “Daf HaKashrus,” 
published by the Orthodox Union Kashrus Division (http://www.oukosher.org/index.php/learn/daf_ha-kashrus).
13 Rema (O.C. 4:13) requires one to wash without a bracha. Mishna Berura (4:30) notes that later poskim debate whether to accept Rema’s ruling or to wash with a bracha. However, 
poskim agree that one can recite a bracha in this scenario if he or she uses the bathroom first. This appears to be common practice.
14 See Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 47:12) and Mishna Berura (ibid.). Mishna Berura also cites the ruling of R. Akiva Eiger that one who slept in bed the previous day (prior to staying up 
the entire night) may recite Birchot HaTorah in the morning according to all opinions. Although some poskim question R. Akiva Eiger’s opinion, many poskim endorse this ruling 
(see Shut Tshuvot V’Hanhagot 3:149, citing the Brisker Rav).
15 Sha’arei Tshuva (O.C. 46:7) and Mishna Berura (O.C. 46:24).

six hours before eating meat if one ate 
hard cheese.11 R. Soloveitchik ruled that 
American cheese is certainly not included 
in the custom. 12

Staying Up All Night

Many question whether a person 
who remains awake the entire night is 
obligated to wash his or her hands in the 
morning. The common practice is to wash 
one’s hands without a bracha. However, if 
one uses the bathroom prior to washing, 
one may recite the bracha of Al Netilat 
Yadayim.13

A similar question exists regarding the 

Birchot HaTorah. Common practice is to 
fulfill the obligation by answering amen 
to the brachot of one who did sleep. 
One should not recite amen after the 
phrase “la’asok b’divrei Torah,” but after 
the entire paragraph of “v’ha’arev na” is 
completed.14

It is likewise unclear whether one who 
remains awake all night may recite the 
brachot of Elokai Nishama and HaMa’avir 
Sheina Me’einai. Here, as well, common 
practice is to find someone who did sleep 
the previous night and answer amen 
to that individual’s brachot.15 Amen 
following HaMa’avir Sheina should not be 
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said until after the bracha that concludes 
the Yehi Ratzon prayer.

Those who daven at sunrise (vatikin) 
should not recite a bracha on the tallit 
before the halachic time known as 
mishe’yakir. R. Moshe Feinstein states 
that in the New York area, this time is 
approximately 35-40 minutes before 
sunrise.16 Because of this concern, the 
B’nei Yissoschar recommends waiting 
to don the tallit until the completion of 
Korbanot (before Baruch She’amar) in 
order to ensure that one does not don his 
tallit or make the bracha too early.

Shavuot Davening

Staying up late to learn Torah does 
not exempt one from reciting Keriat 

16 See Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 18:3) and Shut Igrot Moshe (O.C. 4:6). Shemoneh Esrei is scheduled to begin at sunrise, as per Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 89:1).
17 Nefesh HaRav (pg. 114). For more on this subject, see Shut Pri Yitzchak (1:1) and Shut Binyan Olam (O.C. 4).
18 See Siddur Ba’al HaTanya where this practice is recorded. For an alternative perspective, see Shut Igrot Moshe (Y.D. 3:129:7).
19 See Rema (490:9), Levush (490:5), Ma’aseh Rav of the Vilna Gaon (175), Mishna Berura (490:19) and Hilchot Chag B’Chag (Shavuot chap. 8, note 79).
20 See Mishna Berura (284:1) and Shut Chatam Sofer (O.C. 68). See also Magen Avraham (284:5), Sha’arei Ephraim (9:33, cited in Biur Halacha 284:5, s.v. Trei and Mishna Berura 
494:4).
21 Chok Yaakov (494:4). See also Mishna Berura (494:4).
22 See Levush (O.C. 494).

Shema in its proper time. The mitzvah of 
Keriat Shema should ideally be fulfilled 
during davening—in order to recite 
Keriat Shema together with the Birchot 
Keriat Shema—and not beforehand. R. 
Soloveitchik and many other poskim 
maintain that it is better to daven without 
a minyan before sof zman Keriat Shema 
rather than daven with a minyan after this 
time has elapsed.17

Many have the custom to follow the 
Ba’al HaTanya’s practice to recite “ushnei 
se’irim l’chaper” (as opposed to “v’sa’ir 
l’chaper”) in the Mussaf Amida, in order 
to make mention of the korban chatat 
(sin offering) that was offered with the 
shtei halechem (ritual loaves of bread) of 
Shavuot.18

Megillat Rut is read on the second day of 
Yom Tov. The custom in our Yeshiva is to 
read the megilla from a klaf. Poskim differ 
as to whether the brachot of Al Mikra 
Megilla and Shehechiyanu are recited 
when a klaf is used.19

When the ba’al koreh reads Megillat Rut 
from a printed Tanach, etc. it is preferable 
for individuals to read along quietly. This 
applies to the reading of the haftarah 
throughout the year, as well.20

The aliyah of maftir on the first day 
of Shavuot should be reserved for an 
outstanding talmid chacham.21

The custom of our Yeshiva is to omit 
the recitation of “Yetziv Pitgam” on the 
second day of Yom Tov.22

Waiting Between Eating Meat And Dairy 
Compiled by Rabbi Ike Sultan ’17R

Waiting Six Hours Between Meat 
and Milk for Children, the Sick and 
Elderly

The Rama 89:1 explains that the strict 
halacha is that it is sufficient to wash out 
one’s mouth and wash one’s hands as 
well as conclude one’s meal before eating 
dairy. When washing out one’s mouth 
one should eat some food and drink some 
liquids. However, the minhag was also to 
wait one hour between meat and dairy. 
The Rama adds that the better minhag 
is to wait six hours. Based on this, the 
Chasam Sofer 73 writes that since it is 
only a minhag to wait six hours someone 
who is sick can be lenient to have dairy 
after one hour. Rav Schachter ruled 

that someone who is actually sick as a 
choleh shein bo sakana and can’t function 
normally without milk can have milk 
immediately after the meal with washing 
out one’s mouth and washing one’s hands. 
But if one only is a meychush, someone 
who is in pain, such as someone with a 
sore throat can take a dairy cough drop 
after one hour. 

Can a parent give a baby a bottle right 
after the baby ate meat since generally it 
is forbidden to feed one’s child something 
forbidden even if he didn’t reach the age 
of chinuch? Rav Schachter permitted 
giving a baby a bottle right after eating 
meat since it is normal for him to have 
a bottle of milk for his health. Anything 
normally done for the health of the baby 

isn’t considered an issue of feeding him 
something non-kosher. Similarly, on Yom 
Kippur one could feed a child who didn’t 
reach chinuch normally. 

Having Meat and Milk on the Same 
Table

Generally it is forbidden to have meat 
and milk on the table at the same time 
because chazal were concerned that one 
would forget and eat them together. 
However, if there’s two strangers are 
eating at a table together, one eating 
milk and one meat that is acceptable 
since there is no concern that they will 
share food. Badei Hashulchan (88:1 s.v. 
al shulchan) implies that it is an issue to 
leave a baby bottle on the table while he 
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is eating meat, as sometimes happens at a 
Shabbat table. Rav Schachter was lenient 
since there is no practical concern that 
the adult is going to consume the milk in 
the baby bottle.

Dairy Creamer after Meat

There is a discussion about using a dairy 
creamer in coffee when one is in the 
middle of one’s six hours between meat 
and milk. Some claimed that it should 
be permitted to add the dairy creamer 
since the actual dairy component within 
the creamer is nullified in sixty in the 
coffee as the primary ingredients in the 
creamer are water, oil, and sugar. Even 
though generally it is forbidden to nullify 
something intentionally some claimed 
that it is permitted since there’s nothing 
forbidden about the coffee and at the 
time of the nullification one is merely 
nullifying dairy in parve. However, Rav 
Schachter thought it wasn’t right since it 
is similar to intentional nullification in 
order to affect a leniency that otherwise 
wouldn’t be possible. 

Eating Meat After Dairy

After eating milk before one can eat meat 
one has to clean one’s hands, wash out 
one’s mouth with a liquid and solid. What 
about if a person ate dairy for breakfast 
and then a few hours later wants to eat 
meat for lunch, does he still need to clean 
his hands and wash out his mouth? The 
strict halacha is that during the day or in 
a lit room one can feel one’s hands and 
check if they’re clean. Additionally, Rav 
Schachter thought that one doesn’t need 
to wash out one’s mouth since the food 
remnants in one’s mouth become not 
good tasting after an hour and aren’t a 
concern of having meat and milk together. 
This can be inferred from the Shach 89:7 
who says that according to the practice 

of waiting one it is unnecessary to also 
wash out one’s mouth. In theory it could 
be that the remnants in one’s mouth are 
nullified in less time than an hour but we 
don’t have any time limit for when that is.

Using a Microwave for Both Meat 
and Dairy

It is permissible to use a microwave for 
both dairy and meat or for kosher in a 
non-kosher microwave as long as the 
food is covered. The cover can even be 
porous since the steam from the food will 
escape through the holes and not return 
back in as there is a greater pressure 
within the cover. As long as the steam is 
reduced and dissipates so that it isn’t a 
visible thick steam outside of the cover 
there’s no concerns for a transfer of taste 
outside of the cover. However, the glass 
tray should be separate for meat and dairy 
unless the cover fits onto the plate being 
microwaved. 

Waiting After Eating Parve that was 
Cooked in a Dairy or Meat Pot

The Shach YD 89:19 posits that the 
minhag to wait 6 hours after a meat dish 
only applies to a food which had meat 
as an intentional ingredient. If, however 
a meat pot wasn’t washed properly, and 
was used to cook parve food you don’t 
have to wait 6 hours after eating that 
parve food. The Yad Yehuda adds that this 
is true even if there isn’t sixty times the 
meat remnants in the pot compared to 
the parve food since the criteria of being 
a meat dish is whether meat was part of 
the recipe. Accordingly, Rav Schachter 
holds that if a restaurant deep fries french 
fries in the same oil it fries chicken simply 
because it is more convenient to reuse 
the oil and not with the intention that the 
french fries will taste like chicken they 
do not become a meat dish. Although 

it would be forbidden to eat them with 
cheese since they were cooked in meat 
oil, they don’t require a person to wait 6 
hours after consuming these fries.   

Waiting after Hard Cheese

Most Ashkenazim have the minhag to 
wait six hours after eating hard cheeses 
(Rama 89:2). The reasons for waiting 
between a meat meal and milk one might 
also apply to waiting between hard cheese 
and meat. Hard cheese could get stuck 
in one’s teeth or the sharp taste could 
leave a remnant taste in one’s mouth for 
a long time. Yet, the Yad Yehuda (Pirush 
Hakatzar 89:30) contends that if one 
melted or baked the cheese there is no 
minhag. In that case, the cheese isn’t 
likely to get stuck in one’s teeth and its 
taste isn’t as sharp as uncooked cheese. 
Rav Schachter holds like this Yad Yehuda 
explained as above (although there are 
some who explain the Yad Yehuda to only 
apply if the cheese isn’t recognizable). n

If you would like to submit a question to the RIETS Roshei Yeshiva for a future edition of 
Halacha from the Beit Midrash, please email chavrusamagazine@yu.edu
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Dual Memorial Services for  
Rabbi Meir Fulda z”l ’59R 
Rabbi Meir Fulda, who passed away 
on July 28, 2018, had a seven-decade 
relationship with YU, beginning with 
his attendance at the Marsha Stern 
Talmudical Academy/Yeshiva University 
High School for Boys, his undergraduate 
education at Yeshiva College, semicha 
at RIETS, a two-year principalship at 
the Samuel H. Wang Yeshiva University 
High School for Girls (Central), and a 
six-decade career as a teacher at both the 
Wilf and Beren campuses to both men 
and women.

On Sunday, Nov. 4, hundreds 
gathered in the Weissberg Commons 
on YU’s Wilf Campus to share stories, 
watch a touching video tribute to this 
remarkable man and hear remarks from 
Max and Marion Grill Dean of RIETS 
Rabbi Menachem Penner ’95R, RIETS 
Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Elchanan Adler ’90R, 
Rabbi Benjamin Blech ’56R, assistant 
professor of Bible, and New York State 
Supreme Court Judge Martin Shulman, 
among others.

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman ’95R, 
President of Yeshiva University, spoke for 
many in the audience when he described 
Rabbi Fulda as “a sophisticated thinker 
who, for us, represented someone who 
took the learning of Europe and the 
teachings of our past and dedicated his 
entire existence to transmitting those 
teachings by word and deed to the next 
generation. He was a force-multiplier, 
with a dramatic and powerful influence 
on our community and on our generation 
and the generations to come. We miss his 
teachings, we miss his warmth, we miss 
his smile—it is a loss that we will always 
remember and a light that we will always 
treasure.”

Mrs. Rookie Billet, principal of 
the Shulamith School for Girls Middle 
Division Cedarhurst, New York, spoke 

fondly about her encounter as a high 
school student with Rabbi Fulda when 
he was principal of Central from 1964 to 
1966. “Rabbi Fulda’s ideas were different 
from the black-and-white, good-and-
evil distinction we were accustomed 
to,” she recalled, “a more mature and 
nuanced look at Torah Judaism. Under 
his leadership, our Jewish education 
blossomed. I remember him saying, ‘If 
you don’t continue your Jewish studies 
after high school, you will remain a 
17-year-old Jew all your life. Inevitably, 
your secular education will bloom, 
because you will read, listen and learn. 
You will grow into a secular adult. 
But without continuing higher Jewish 
education, you must remain a 17-year-old 
Jew for the rest of your life.’ I heeded his 
advice about my Jewish learning, another 
valuable legacy from him for me and for 
generations of women.”

On Monday, Nov. 12, a second 
memorial service was held in the beit 
midrash of the Jacob and Dreizel Glueck 
Center for Jewish Study. Rabbi Dr. 
Yosef Kalinksy, associate dean of the 
undergraduate Torah studies program 
and an adjunct professor of halacha in 
the Isaac Breuer College of Hebraic 
Studies, noted that this second service 
was held “to recognize and understand 
Rabbi Fulda’s legacy and think about the 

love he had for his talmidim, Jew and 
non-Jew alike; as with him, it’s our job to 
be pleasant with everyone while at the 
same to be principled and have a sense of 
determination about our life’s goals.”

Rabbi Hershel Reichman, Rosh 
Yeshiva at RIETS, spoke warmly about 
how Rabbi Fulda “dedicated his life to 
living a life of Kiddush Hashem, dealing 
with everyone honestly and with integrity 
as he provided all the acts of kindness that 
the Torah commands us to provide.”

 Harvey Sober, assistant professor of 
Jewish history and who himself recently 
celebrated a half-century of teaching at 
Yeshiva University, spoke in startling 
images about the power that Rabbi Fulda 
carried within him, saying that he had a 
“piercing voice that went into your shoes” 
and that “in a discussion with him, you 
felt your nasal cavities clear up.” Sober 
voiced the feelings of many when he said 
that he loved the man and will miss him.

We invite Rav Fulda’s many 
thousands of students, whose lives 
have been uplifted and transformed by 
his teachings and guidance, to join the 
Rabbi Fulda z”l Legacy Committee in 
formation, or to share photos, stories, or 
memories of Rav Fulda, by contacting 
Rabbi David Eckstein ’13R at  
david.eckstein@yu.edu. n

(l-r): Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman, Mrs. Rookie Billet, Professor Harvey Sober
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In Loving Tribute to  
Rabbi Meir Fulda, z”l ’59R
By Rabbi Elchanan Adler
Rosh Yeshiva, RIETS

Partial Transcript of Divrei Azkara Delivered on 
November 4, 2018/26 Marcheshvan, 5779

This azkara comes at a time when the 
concept of kiddush Hashem is on the 
forefront of our minds. We are still reeling 
from the horrific attack in Pittsburgh 
eight days ago. Eleven innocent victims 
died al kiddush Hashem. Yesterday, 
the 25th of Cheshvan, was the fourth 
yartzheit of the kedoshim in Har Nof. The 
Rambam in Hilchos Yesodei Hatorah 
(perek 5) notes another dimension of 
kiddush Hashem - someone who displays 
outstanding qualities, including: honesty, 
integrity respect and warmth for other 
people - thereby earning others’ respect 
and becoming a role model. In the 
Rambam’s words: עד שימצאו הכל מקלסין 
 Leading“ – אותו ואוהבין אותו ומתאוין למעשיו
others to offer, express, praise, love and 
feel inspired to emulate his ways.” Rav 
Meir Fulda z”l lived his entire life in the 
spirit of kiddush Hashem. This is borne 
out by the turnout this morning, all of 
us who have come to pay tribute to his 
legacy and draw inspiration from his life. 

The Gemara in Eiruvin (13b) records 
an observation of R. Yehuda Hanasi, 
redactor of the mishna: האי דמחדדנא 
 The reason I am sharper than -  מחבראי
my peers  - דחזיתיה לרבי מאיר מאחוריה - is 
because I saw R. Meir from his back. R. 
Yehuda HaNasi is conveying that being 
exposed to greatness, even to a small 
degree, can have a profound positive 
impact on who we are. 

Anyone who interacted with our 
Rebbi Meir - HaRav Meir Fulda z”l 
– whether as a student, a colleague, 
a neighbor – or just through chance 
encounter – is also surely the better for it.

I was never a formal talmid of Rav 
Fulda, but he has long been a role model 
for me. 

Even before I came to RIETS, I had 
heard the name “Rabbi Meir Fulda”. 
There were some family connections that 
go back to my parents’ generation; his 
name would often come up in household 
conversations – and always with a sense 
of high regard. For example: Rabbi Fulda 
was an exceptional talmid chacham who 
was also very worldly; He was brilliant, yet 
also extremely down to earth; exacting yet 
patient; a beloved Rebbe with a wonderful 
sense of humor; someone with great 
integrity etc. “All of this in one individual?” 
- I would think to myself. I had never met 
R. Fulda and couldn’t help but wonder 
whether these accolades were exaggerated. 

There is a famous musar insight 
regarding the definition of an “adam 
gadol.” When someone has a reputation 
of being a great person, someone of 
sterling character - how do we know if 
it is “real”? A part of us might seek the 
perfect role model - someone who we can 
truly believe in… But then again, maybe 
what we hear is mostly spin – what today 
we’d call “fake news”. How can we tell the 

difference between a real gadol and a fake 
gadol? Someone who is the “real deal” 
versus someone with lots of charisma and 
good spin doctors? 

The baalei musar tell us that some 
celebrities are venerated only from a 
distance. However, the closer we get to 
their inner circle – to the people who 
interact with the VIP day in and day 
out – the more the respect disintegrates. 
Sometimes it even turns to disgust. For 
true gedolim, it is just the opposite. 
Reverence only increases as we get to 
see them up close and in person. The 
closer we get to their inner circle, the 
more impressed we become with their 
personality, and our admiration only 
grows. 
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I heard wonderful things about Rav 
Fulda growing up, even before I ever 
met him. But over the years, as I had 
the privilege of interacting with him in 
person - up to and including what I’ve 
only discovered recently - my admiration 
has grown exponentially. Rav Fulda was a 
true “adam gadol.” 

Let me give you a few examples. Rav 
Fulda was known to be a brilliant talmid 
chacham.  He most definitely was, but he 
was far more than that. He was a Torah 
personality who represented a link in the 
mesorah. He opened up a window to a 
Torah world of previous generations – his 
family roots in Fulda and its illustrious 
Rabanim such as the Maharam Shif and 
his elter zeida, HaGaon Rav Eliyahu 
Fulda who authored a commentary on 
the Talmud Yerushalmi. When he told 
stories about that world, he made the 
personalities come alive. As someone 
who experienced Kristallnacht, he bore 
stark witness to the dark events that led to 
the crumbling of that glorious world.  

Being steeped in Torah, Rav Fulda 
had a Torahdig way of sharing his stories 
which were always peppered with pesukim 
from Tanach and maamarei chazal in 
the spirit of  “אפילו שיחת חולין של תלמידי 
 Rav Fulda had many ”.חכמים צריכה לימוד
connections with gedolei Torah going 
back to his youth when, as we all know, he 
received a bracha from the Chofetz Chaim 
– a story he loved to share.  

Clearly the Torah figure who had 
the greatest influence on him was Rav 

Yosef Ber Soloveitchik – the Rav z”l – 
who Rav Fulda always referred to as his 
rebbi muvhak. Rav Fulda absorbed the 
Torah of the Rav z”l over many years and 
in many different settings, and he also 
served for a time as his personal shamesh. 
Last April, Rav Fulda spoke in the YU 
Beis Medrash in commemoration of the 
Rav’s 25th yahrtzeit. Anyone who heard 
his recollections (and they are available 
on YUTorah) got a beautiful sense of 
the depth of that loving Rebbe/talmid 
relationship. And even Rav Fulda’s public 
drashos are reminiscent of the Rav’s 
charismatic oratorical prowess. 

In addition to being a talmid of the 
Rav, Rav Fulda maintained relationships 
with other gedolim as well, including: 
Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky of Torah Voda’as, 
Rav Elya Meir Bloch of Telz, and Rav 

Brueur of the Kehila here in Washington 
Heights. These relationships helped to 
define him – as the pasuk states in Mishlei 
 One“ –”הולך את חכמים יחכם“ :(13:20)
who walks with the wise will grow wise”. 
When learning from Rav Fulda, or just 
interacting with him, you felt an authentic 
connection with the mesorah.  

We all know of Rav Fulda’s reputation 
as a devoted teacher. In light of Rav 
Fulda’s close relationship with the Rav z”l, 
it is not surprising. The Rav used to refer 
to himself as a “melamed” – a teacher. As 
someone whose teaching career spanned 
six decades, Rav Fulda too, would be 
worthy of this title. Like his name, “Meir”, 
he was a luminary – bringing Torah and 
yidishkeit to life. 

Over time, I also became aware of 
the degree of Rav Fulda’s devotion to his 
students – which was truly remarkable. 
Apparently, anyone who ever took a class 
with him – irrespective of the degree to 
which they maintained contact afterwards 
- was, in Rabbi Fulda’s mind, a talmid - 
or talmidah - for life. I discovered this 
firsthand 23 years ago just after becoming 
engaged. My kallah had taken a halacha 
class with Rav Fulda in Stern College 
several years earlier. She enjoyed the class, 
she did well in the class, but she hadn’t 
done anything in particular to maintain 
a connection. Rav Fulda came over 
to wish me mazel tov. He was literally 
beaming as he recalled that my kallah was 
his talmidah. Over the years, he would 
remind me of this, and would inquire as 
to her welfare. He would ask with genuine 
interest, not the way we sometimes ask 
half listening as we continue walking 
down the street. When our daughter 
recently became engaged, we sent the 
Fuldas a chassuna invitation. Rav Fulda 
responded by leaving a beautiful message 
on our answering machine apologizing 
that he was too weak to attend the 
wedding but wishing the young couple all 
the mazal in the world. 

This incredible devotion to the 
students was maintained literally until 
the end of his life. Over the past few 

For true gedolim, 
reverence only increases as 
we get to see them up close 

and in person. 
The closer we get to the 

inner circle the more 
impressed we become with 

their personality and our 
admiration only grows.

Rabbi Fulda in conversation with Rabbi Adler after speaking after speaking in the Glueck Beit Midrash to 
mark the 25th Yahrtzeit of Rav Soloveitchik z”l
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years, Rav Fulda faced a host of medical 
challenges; yet, he still maintained his 
regular teaching schedule. On more than 
one occasion, I spotted Rav Fulda on 
his way into Furst Hall. I would greet 
him and ask him how he was feeling. 
He privately confided in me that his 
condition had worsened; yet, this did not 
deter him from coming in to teach Torah. 

Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
mention Rav Fulda’s sense of yashrus 
and ehrlichkeit. Both these words defy 
a precise English translation; the closest 
approximation would be “integrity”. 

Rav Fulda was fond of quoting Rav 
Yosef Breuer that it is not enough to be 
careful about Glatt Kosher, we also need 
to be makpid on Glatt Yosher – meaning, 
to be honest in our business dealings and 
in all of our human interactions. 

Rav Fulda lived by this credo. Here 
are two illustrations that were recently 
brought to my attention. In 1952, a 
young Meir Fulda served as editor of 
the inaugural issue of Beis Yitzchak – 
the annual Torah journal published 
by SOY - the Student Organization 
of Yeshiva. The journal was dedicated 
to Rabbi Dr. Shmuel Belkin, in honor 
of his completing his 10th year as 
President of YU. However, although 
Meir Fulda’s name is listed as President 
of SOY, together with the name of its 
Vice President and Treasurer, there is no 
indication that he served as editor of the 
actual journal. It was later revealed that 
Rabbi Belkin had wanted the journal to 
list the name of the editor but Meir Fulda 

adamantly refused to do so, claiming that 
it would be a greater kavod to the Yeshiva 
if his name did not appear. 

A second example: A rabbi I know 
would occasionally meet Rav Fulda in the 
morning at a certain bagel shop. Although 
they weren’t close friends, they would 
always engage in friendly conversation. 
This Rabbi had authored a sefer on a 
topic that he knew Rav Fulda would find 
interesting. Since this Rabbi’s daughter 
happened to be to be taking a course with 
Rav Fulda that semester in Stern College, 
the Rabbi gave her a complimentary copy 
of the sefer to bring to him. To the Rabbi’s 
surprise, Rav Fulda refused to accept 
it. He gave no explanation, but it was 
apparent that it was out of concern that 
doing so might affect his ability to give 
the student an honest grade.  Once the 
semester was over, Rav Fulda did actually 
reach out to the Rabbi to request a copy 
of the sefer. 

There are many inspiring stories that 
could be told about Rabbi Fulda himself, 
as well as stories that Rabbi Fulda himself 
was fond of telling over. Perhaps his 
most favorite story – how many of you 
know it… was about how the owner of 
a department store in Fulda became a 
Shomer Shabbos. I can’t tell it as well as 
he would – but basically, the Rav of the 
kehillah had the entire shul - men, women 
and children – come into the store week 
after week after Shabbos davening to greet 
the store owner and wish him a “good 
shabbos”.  After four or five weeks, the 
man finally said “I’m becoming a Shomer 

Shabbos” – the love just melted him.  
Rav Fulda’s affinity for such stories 

reflect, of course, on who he was, and 
the messages he chose to impart to the 
next generation. I hope that more of 
these stories will be shared by others and 
collected for publication. 

May he be a melitz yosher for his wife 
and family, for his countless talmidim and 
admirers, for our Yeshiva and the entire 
YU community, and for all klal Yisrael. 
Yehi Zichro Baruch. n

Rabbi Adler continued on to give a shiur in 
memory of Rav Fulda which can be found on 
YUTorah.org. 

Introduction from the innaugural volume of Beis 
Yitzchak (1952), signed by Rabbi Fulda.

RIETS Kaddish Program Available for Your Communities
For decades RIETS has had a program whereby someone says Kaddish for those families where the 
commitment to Kaddish is too big a challenge or where the nature of the family’s religious observance level 
precludes this kind of commitment. RIETS offers this “mitzvah” along with a yearly reminder of the Yahrzeit of 
the niftar. There is a Rebbe in the YU/RIETS Gruss Kollel who says Kaddish each day, three times a day. Rabbis 
are welcome to be in touch with the RIETS office who will sensitively handle all of the details to begin the saying 
of Kaddish. The charge is generally $1000 for Kaddish for 11 months, however, at the request of our Rabbonim, 
we will accept that which will make the family comfortable. There is no reason to seek out other avenues for this 
mitzvah when our Yeshiva will be further supported in this way. 
Contact us at riets@yu.edu or 646-592-4065 to learn more.
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Please describe the Makor program 
in YU and your role in it?

It is a great zechus to help facilitate the 
students in the newly-formed Makor 
College Experience program, bringing 
their love and enjoyment for Torah to 
the YU campus, which is a blessing in 
and of itself.  Never before have students 
with intellectual disabilities had such 
an opportunity to experience inclusion 
in college life on campus, wherein the 
focus is a religious Torah-based program.  
My role in the program is Educational 
Coordinator and Rebbe. I prepare 
in-depth shiurim to help the talmidim 
understand the material to the best of 
their ability. The depth of learning helps 
me to become a better person, by giving 
of myself to them. The measuring stick 
of my success is determined by the 
productivity of my students. I am only as 
successful as my talmidim. 

What does a day in the Makor 
program look like?

Every day begins with davening 
together with the YU students, 
followed by morning seder and shiur. 
Learning gemara with these guys is a 
true gift, while at the same time, very 
challenging. I have many goals that 
I try to accomplish through learning 
gemara with them. A prerequisite to 
delivering the shiur is to give it over 
with tremendous fire and passion, 
knowing that this is contagious and 
will ensure that the students will leave 
the shiur with happiness, regardless 
of their depth of understanding. This 
experience reverberates in their minds 
and motivates them to succeed not 
only in Torah, but also in every aspect 
of life.  This is what is truly meant by 
kabalas haTorah. Even if one did not 
fully comprehend all that Hashem had 

expressed to him, he could not deny 
that he had just experienced something 
powerful and meaningful.

In the afternoon, there are 
functional and essential classes both 
in limudei kodesh and in limudei chol. 
We learn bikyus in mishnayos in order 
to ensure basic general knowledge in 
Judaism and therefore to help facilitate 
all the learning in the proper context.  
Last year we finished Seder Zeraim and 
recently made a siyum at the White 
Shul, in Far Rockaway. We dedicated 
the siyum l’ilui nishmas Rabbi Dr. Elazar 
Ehrenpreis, z”l, who was a professor in 
the Yeshiva. His son, Sadya Ehrenpreis, 
who is one of my talmidim in the Makor 
program, spoke about his father and said 
kaddish for him that day. In Chumash 
we use methods to analyze the texts in 
order to understand the messages that 
the Torah teaches us. We learn about 

An Inside look at the YU Makor Program for 
students with special needs
An Interview with Rabbi Uri Feintuch ’09R
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personalities in the Chumash in order 
to help ourselves understand them, 
how they relate to us, and how we can 
emulate them to become better people 
ourselves based upon following them 
as role models.  For halacha, we learn 
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch in a bikyus 
fashion for general knowledge in order 
for the students to have an overview of 
halacha for life. 

Social skills are the litmus test for the 
success of the program’s students through 
their internal and external growth, 
to the extent that the talmidim can 
understand, identify and implement what 
is appropriate in different situations. I 
personally train the guys to read my social 
cues to help them be prepared for how 
to act appropriately in life. I accomplish 
this by standing in front of the class 
and making various facial expressions. 
It is then their task to decide what I am 
trying to communicate. This simple 
training enables them to be acutely aware 
and to understand peoples’ nonverbal 
communication.

How did your education at Yeshiva 
University and RIETS prepare you 
for this role?

I feel a tremendous amount of Hakaras 
HaTov to RIETS for my years of learning 
in their program, leading to my receiving 
of Semicha from Yeshiva University. 
These years were a fundamental stepping 
stone for me as a young adult in helping 
to develop myself in this makom Torah 
and in giving me a solid foundation in 
preparation for life.

Can you tell us a little bit about 
your career in Jewish communal 
work proceeding this position?

I chose to pursue degrees in Rabbinics 
and Social Work at Yeshiva because I 
knew that I wanted to grow religiously 
and to help people. I completed both 
programs at Yeshiva University in 2008. 
After YU I worked at SCHI (School for 
Children with Hidden Intelligence).  

SCHI gave me a great balance of teaching 
during the day and learning at night. I 
began with the most difficult students, 
and learned how to manage the class, 
ensuring the safety of all in attendance 
and facilitating education at the highest 
level. My task was to guide the students 
spiritually and uplift them emotionally.

Who do you seek out as role 
models for your current work? 

The YU Roshei Yeshiva are my resources 
who help me grow. Rav Hershel 
Schachter ’67R is my constant guide, 
including helping me during dating to 
finding my bashert. Rav Mordechai Willig 
’71R is always there as my role model 
showing me how to truly grow as a leader. 
Rav Baruch Simon ’89R continues to be 
my mentor, from the time that I was his 
talmid. 

Most Roshei  Yeshiva have come 
to give our Makor students shiurim. 
YU is very open to help our students 
succeed. Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman ’95R, our 
President, welcomed our talmidim last 
year in a private Shiur. He told them that 
the Makor program is now part and parcel 
of the fabric of YU.

What sort of long term impact will 
this program have on the students 
and the wider Jewish community?

The Makor College Experience is a three 

year program. The graduates are to receive 
a certificate upon completion.  The first 
two years focus on learning Torah in 
depth, bringing simchas hachaim and 
understanding Hashem. This is done 
through learning gemara for a large 
portion of the day, as well as mishnayos, 
Chumash, halacha, and machshava. 
This daunting schedule is balanced with 
the basic essentials of life skill training, 
social skills, poetry, psychology, music 
appreciation and writing. The third year 
will focus on career training, allowing 
the students to explore and to experience 
viable career options. We are hoping to 
be able to match each student with an 
appropriate career. 

Has there been a single moment 
since you started in this position 
that stood out to you?

There is a story about a moment that 
stood out in my own personal experience 
at Makor.  Rabbi Peysach Krohn wrote 
about it in his new book, the Glittering 
World of Chesed, p. 117. The story was 
entitled, “Reaching Heights in Golan 
Heights”. The story took place when I was 
having lunch with one of my talmidim 
in the local restaurant, Golan Heights. 
When I went to pay for the two of us 
the cashier told me that it was already 
taken care of by one of the YU students. I 

Student Jacob Adler shows off his YU ID. (Picture 
courtesy of the NJ Jewish Link)

Who gets more out of 
the program: the Makor 

students or the YU 
students? By means of daily 
inclusion of our students in 
the lives of the YU students, 

a beautiful sensitivity has 
developed in the Beis 

Medrash, which, in turn, has 
created a culture of caring. 
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thanked the student, but asked him why 
he did this? He answered: “You take care 
of them, and we’ll take care of you.” 

Who gets more out of the program: 
the Makor students or the YU students? 
By means of daily inclusion of our 
students in the lives of the YU students, a 
beautiful sensitivity has developed in the 
Beis Medrash, which, in turn, has created 
a culture of caring. Ari Wallach, one of our 
Makor  talmidim, is the water boy for the 
YU basketball team. Our Makor students 
have the benefit of being a part of YU 
campus life. They now can experience 
a sense of pride, accompanied by true 
freedom and self-expression.  

Dr. Steven Glicksman had the 
original idea to create the program, as a 
branch of the larger Makor Agency, based 
in Brooklyn. Thanks must also be given 
to the behind the scenes efforts of the 
Agency staff to ensure our success.  Makor 
Disability Services is an agency that has 
been around for the past fifty years. It was 
previously known as Women’s League. It 
is a caring organization that takes on the 
housing of people who could otherwise 
not be able to live on their own. To date, 

the agency is in charge of thirty-three 
such homes.  It is thanks to Dr. Glicksman 
who brought me into the new program, 
and back to my very own Alma Mater.  
Presently, we work together as partners 
to ensure the smooth functioning of each 
day of the program. 

How do you see the program 
growing in the future?

The future growth of the program will 
be to establish a women’s division for 
students with intellectual disabilities, 
based at Stern College for Women. The 
goal of the men’s division is to maintain 
a maximum population of up to 25 
students each year.

What advice would you give to 
young rabbis who would like to 
work with this population?

My advice to young rabbis, who would 
like to work with this population, is first 
to try it to make sure that they like the 
field before they commit to it as their life 
work. Teaching people with intellectual 
disabilities is a constant chesed that 

requires great dedication and caring. 
Finally, the best way to show support to 
people with disabilities is to graciously 
embrace them as part of the tzibur. n

RIETS Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Mordechai Willig giving a 
guest shiur. (Picture courtesy of the NJ Jewish Link)

Simcha Rosenbaum making a siyum on Moed Katan, with Rabbi Hershel Schachter, Rosh Yeshiva at RIETS 
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Vital in its approach and vibrant in its tradition, the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary is the  
Western Hemisphere’s leading center for Torah learning and training for the rabbinate.

The Yeshiva has trained more than 3,000 of the world’s Orthodox rabbis, scholars and teachers.  
With their rich grounding in the full spectrum of our hallowed tradition, graduates assume a broad range  
of leadership roles in the community while ensuring the perpetuation of Jewish scholarship.

RIETS is not just a world-class Yeshiva. It is the center of our community. The success of the Yeshiva  
is evident in communities around the world. Support for RIETS is support for the strength and preservation  
of the centrist Orthodox community.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

$25,000  Sponsor a RIETS student for a year and create a Yissachar/Zevulun relationship

$18,000   Provide a rabbinic intern to a Jewish community and help train the next generation  
of spiritual leadership

$10,000  Dedicate in perpetuity a Yahrzeit Day in memory of a loved one at RIETS*

 $7,200 Underwrite the yearly stipend of a member of the Marcos and Adina Katz Kollel

 $5,000   Sponsor a semester of a professional rabbinics course to help train the next generation  
of Jewish leaders

 $3,600 Dedicate a RIETS Shabbat program on the Wilf Campus

 $2,500   Become a weekly sponsor of the Marcos and Adina Katz YUTorah.org, with  
more than 15,000 weekly visits

 $1,800 Dedicate a shiur for a week of a senior Rosh Yeshiva

 $1,000 Dedicate a day of Torah scholarship at RIETS to mark a simcha or yahrzeit

 $500   Sponsor an Abraham Arbesfeld Kollel Yom Rishon or Millie Arbesfeld Midreshet  
Yom Rishon lecture in memory of a loved one

 $360 Dedicate sefarim to the Yeshiva’s beit midrash

*For a gift of $1,000, RIETS will have the Mourner’s Kaddish recited for your loved one and will ensure the designated yahrzeit date  
will be observed with Kaddish in perpetuity. Kaddish is recited three times daily during the 11 months of mourning, and then annually 
on the date of the yahrzeit. Additionally, a designated representative of the Yeshiva will recite the Kel Malai Rachamim prayer on the 
appropriate date. Each year, prior to the yahrzeit date, you will receive a notice acknowledging the upcoming observance of the yahrzeit.

For more information on making a gift or bequest to RIETS, please call 212.960.0852, email riets@yu.edu 
or visit www.yu.edu/riets/giving 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR SUPPORTING RIETS

Vital in its approach and vibrant in its tradition, the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary is the Western Hemisphere’s 
leading center for Torah learning and training for the rabbinate.

The Yeshiva has trained more than 3,000 of the world’s Orthodox rabbis, scholars and teachers. With their rich grounding in the 
full spectrum of our hallowed tradition, graduates assume a broad range of leadership roles in the community while ensuring the 
perpetuation of Jewish scholarship.

RIETS is not just a world-class Yeshiva. It is the center of our community. The success of the Yeshiva is evident in communities 
around the world. Support for RIETS is support for the strength and preservation of the centrist Orthodox community.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

$25,000 Sponsor a RIETS student for a year and create a Yissachar/Zevulun relationship

$18,000 Provide a rabbinic intern to a Jewish community and help train the next generation
of spiritual leadership

$10,000 Sponsor in perpetuity a Yahrzeit day of learning at RIETS in memory of a loved one*

$7,500 Sponsor an issue of the Benjamin and Rose Berger Torah To-Go distributed to Jewish communities across 
the globe

$7,200 Underwrite the yearly stipend of a member of the Marcos and Adina Katz Kollel

$5,000 Sponsor a semester of a professional rabbinics course to help train the next generation
of Jewish leaders

$3,600 Sponsor a RIETS Shabbat program on the Wilf Campus

$2,500 Become a monthly sponsor of the Marcos and Adina Katz YUTorah.org, with
more than 15,000 weekly visits

$1,800 Sponsor a shiur for a week of a senior Rosh Yeshiva

$1,000 Sponsor a day of Torah scholarship at RIETS to mark a simcha or yahrzeit

$500 Sponsor an Abraham Arbesfeld Kollel Yom Rishon or Millie Arbesfeld Midreshet
Yom Rishon lecture in memory of a loved one

*For a gift of $10,000, RIETS will ensure the designated yahrzeit date will be observed with Kaddish in perpetuity. Kaddish is recited during 
the 11 months of mourning, and then annually on the date of the yahrzeit. Each year, prior to the yahrzeit date, you will receive a notice 
acknowledging the upcoming observance of the yahrzeit.

For more information on making a gift or bequest to RIETS, please call 646.592.4061, email riets@yu.edu
or visit www.yu.edu/riets/giving
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Sin•a•gogue: Sin and 
Failure in Jewish Thought
Rabbi Dovid Bashkevin 

’14R

Living in the Presence: A 
Jewish Mindfulness Guide 

for Everyday Life
Rabbi Benjamin 

Epstein ’07R

Seasons of Nobility: 
Sermons on the Festivals 

by Rabbi Aaron Levine ZT”L
Edited by RIETS Rosh Yeshiva  

Rabbi Daniel Z. 
Feldman ’98R

Setting a Table for Two: 
Enhancing Relationships, 

Achieving Intimacy 
Rabbi Avraham Peretz 

Friedman ’96R

Unlocking the Haggada
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin 

’76R

Yismach Av on Sanhedrin and 
Avoda Zara 

RIETS Rosh Yeshiva  
Rabbi Eli Baruch Shulman

Blessings and Thanksgiving: 
Reflections on the Siddur and 

Synagogue 
Rabbi Joseph B.  

Soloveitchik ZT”L 
Edited by  

Rabbi Shalom Carmy ’84R and 
Rabbi Dr. Joel B. Wolowelsky

The King’s Vineyard 
Rabbi Michael Weingarten 
’17R and RIETS student Mark 

Weingarten

Days of Awe, Days of Joy 
RIETS Roshei Yeshiva 

Rabbi Eliakim Koenigsberg ’92R 
Rabbi Yaakov Neuburger ’79R 

Rabbi Michael Rosensweig ’80R 
Rabbi Hershel Schachter ’67R 

Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky ’90R  
Rabbi Daniel Stein ’04R  

Rabbi Mayer Twersky ’85R  
Rabbi Mordechai Willig ’71R  

and 
Rabbi Yakov Haber ’93R, 

Rabbi Yonasan Sacks ’84R,  
Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski, 
Rabbi Benjamin Yudin ’69R

Depths of Yonah
Rabbi Chaim Jachter 

’92R  
and Binyamin Jachter

Return and Renewal: 
Reflections on Teshuva 

and Spiritual Growth
Rabbi Aharon 

Lichtenstein ZT”L ’59R 

Interesting Halachos, Fascinating Discussions, 
and Delightful Insights

D
af Delights            Sanhedrin        Rabbi Zev Reichm

an

By Rabbi Zev Reichman

- Sanhedrin -

Flames of Faith:
An Introduction to Chassidic 
Thought

Remove Anger From 
Your Heart: A Torah Guide 
to Patience, Tolerance, and 
Emotional Well Being

Path to the Tree of Life:
Lessons on Tanya
Volumes one and two

Daf Delights:
On Bava Kamma 
and Bava metzia

Other Inspiring Works From
Rabbi Zev Reichman

The Lifshutz Family Edition

Daf Delights: Sanhedrin
Rabbi Zev Reichman 

’02R

Jewish Ideas and Morality 
in Religion

Rabbi Sol Roth ’50R

Pearls from the 
Torah: Something Old, 

Something New 
Rabbi Eliyahu Safran 

’78R
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Mazal Tov
Rabbi Jared ’16R and Sarit 
Anstandig on the birth of a 
daughter

Rabbi Avi ’14R and Rivky 
Anderson on the birth of 
triplets, two daughters and a son

Rabbi Shalom ’94R and 
Debbie Baum on the marriage 
of their son, Yoni, to Breana 
Steinman

Rabbi Eddie ’70R and Meira 
Davis on the marriage of their 
daughter, Ariella, to Lior Sameah 
in Israel; and on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Penina Malka, to 
Gabi and Rena Wittlin

Rabbi Jeremy ’11R and Shira 
Donath on the birth of a son

Rabbi Barry ’11R and Naomi 
Dolinger on the birth of a 
daughter

Rabbi Mark ’82R and Rachel 
Levitt Dratch on the birth 
of a grandson to Sam and 
Sari Dratch; and to the great-
grandparents, Rabbi Dr. 
Norman ’51R and Mindy Lamm 

Rabbi Dr. Zev ’11R and 
Melissa Eleff on the birth of a 
son, Adir Yehoshua 

Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Daniel 
’98R and Leah Feldman on the 
Bar Mitzvah of their son, Yaakov 
Simcha

Rabbi Arie ’03R and Faigy 
Folger on the birth of a 
daughter, Jocheved Moriah 

Rabbi Yoni ’10R and Ariele Fox 
on the birth of a son, Ezra Simcha 

Rabbi Elisha ’13R and Yamit 
Friedman on the birth of a 
daughter, Tania Shira; and to 
grandparents, Rabbi Cary ’96R 
and Marsha Friedman

Rabbi Michael ’17R and 
Elisheva Friedman on the birth 
of a daughter 

Rabbi David ’86R and 
Shulamit Ginsburg on the 
marriage of their daughter, Sarah 
Miriam, to Zachary Weixelbaum

Rabbi Mark ’16R and Ruthy 
Glass on the birth of a son

Rabbi Dr. Moshe ’14R and 
Michelle Goldfeder on the 
birth of a daughter

Rabbi Ezra ’11R and Elyssa 
Goldschmiedt on the birth of 
a son

Rabbi Zev ’10R and Michal 
Goldberg on the birth of a 
daughter

Rabbi William ’55R and Sylvia 
Herskowitz on the birth of a 
great-granddaughter to Ithamar 
and Tova Jotkowitz

Rabbi Zachary ’12R and 
Rikki Hepner on the birth of a 
daughter, Zahara 

Rabbi Yair ’10R and Talia 
Hindin on the birth of a 
daughter 

Rabbi Scott ’16R and Sara 
Hoberman on the birth of a son

Rabbi Shaya ’16R and Rikki 
Katz on the birth of a son, Asher 
Gedaliah

Rabbi Shimon ’84R and 
Dena Kerner on the birth of a 
granddaughter to Yehoshua and 
Meira Dear

Rabbi Shimon ’84R and 
Dena Kerner on the birth of a 
grandson to Dov and Adeena 
Kerner

Rabbi Akiva ’08R and Chaya 
Sima Koenigsberg on the birth 
of a daughter

Rabbi Shmuel ’17R and Chevy 
Kresch on the birth of a son, 
Eliyahu Meir

Rabbi Dovid ’93R and Bonnie 
Kupchik on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Adina Rivka, to 
Tova and Chaim Levitz

Rabbi Elie ’13R and Elana 
Kurtz on the birth of a daughter; 
and to grandparents Director 
of Rabbinic Placement Rabbi 
Ronald ’83R and Judy 
Schwarzberg

Former Rosh HaYeshiva Rabbi 
Dr. Norman ’51R and Mindy 
Lamm and Rabbi Shalom ’84R 
and Rachel Berger on the 
marriage of their grandchildren, 
Bracha Lamm to Akiva Berger

Rabbi David ’57R and Ruth 
Lapp on the birth of a great-
granddaughter to Adi and Zvi 
Lapp in Givat Shmuel, Israel

Rabbi Darren ’13R and Avital 
Levin on the birth of a daughter, 
Tehila Leah

Rabbi Binyamin ’11R and Orit 
Lehrfield on the birth of a son

Rabbi Chanan ’07R and 
Shoshana Liss on the birth of 
twins, Gavriel Isser and Shmuel 
Yaakov

Rabbi Elchanan ’76R and 
Ruth Lipshitz on the birth of 
a granddaughter, Roni Naama, 
to Leora and Yossi Barnet of 
Nokdim, Israel

Rabbi Chaim Loike ’02R on his 
marriage to Devora Jaye  

Rabbi Shmuel ’02R and Chani 
Maybruch on the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son, Shlomo Zalman

Rabbi Meyer ’78R and 
Shulamith May on the marriage 
of their granddaughter, Mindy 
Gartner, to Ashi Krupenia 

Rabbi Joshua ’15R and Shira 
Maslow on the birth of a son 

Rabbi Meyer ’78R and 
Shulamith May on the marriage 
of their granddaughter, Shana 
Lurie of Baltimore, to Simcha 
Rosen of Passaic

Rabbi Daniel ’62R and Mimi 
Mehlman on the Bar Mitzvah 
of their grandson, Jonah, son 
of Aileen and Moshe Mehlman; 
and on the birth of a great-
granddaughter, Riva Baila, to 
Deena and Lipa Liebhard; and 
on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
grandson Akiva, son of Beth and 
Yitzchak Mehlman 

Rabbi David ’13R and Ariel 
Pardo on the birth of a son 

Rabbi Stanley ’69R and Joyce 
Raskas on the marriage of their 
granddaughter, Elana Raskas, 
to Eli Becker of Efrat; and on the 
birth of a great-grandson born to 
Jonah and Rachel Raskas 

Rabbi Aaron ’74R and Dr. 
Isabella Reichel on the birth of 
a grandson to Misha and Ariella 
Zubarev

Rabbi Yehoshua ’12R and 
Sara Reinitz on the birth a 
son, Avraham Shmuel; and to 
grandparents, Rosh Yeshiva 
Rabbi Mayer ’85R and Faige 
Twersky

Rabbi Dr. David ’72R and 
Mindy Ribner on the birth of a 
granddaughter, to Gabi and Sara 
Grabin

Rabbi Dr. Israel ’61R and 
Rebecca Rivkin on the marriage 
of their granddaughter, Avital 
Orah Kestenbaum, to Dvir Kamliel

Rabbi Ariel ’14R and Jackie 
Rosensweig on the birth of a 
son; and to grandparents Rosh 
Yeshiva Rabbi Michael ’80R 
and Smadar Rosensweig and 
great grandfather, Rabbi Dr. 
Bernard Rosensweig ’50R

Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Michael 
’80R and Smadar Rosensweig 
on the birth of a grandson, Azaria 
Yoel, to David and Moriah Weiss; 
and to great-grandfather Rabbi 
Dr. Bernard Rosensweig ’50R

Rabbi Dr. Bernhard ’74R and 
Charlene Rosenberg on the 
birth of a granddaughter, Kayla 
Raizel, to Ayelet and Ari Feder; 
and on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
grandson, Akiva Merl; and on the 
birth of a granddaughter, Kayla 
Raizel, to Judah and Ayelet Feder

Rabbi Chaim ’68R and Esther 
Sacknovitz on the Bar Mitzvah 
of their grandson, Aviad, son of 
Ilana and Ami Plaksin, in Modin

Rabbi Dr. Elihu and Freida 
Schatz ’57R on the marriage 
of their granddaughter, Oshrah, 
daughter of Shira and David 
Gilor, to Yehudah Gottesman; 
and on the birth of a great-
granddaughter to Rachel and 
David Ozeri, a great-grandson 
to Simcha and Rivkah Smith, a 
great-granddaughter to Dvir and 
Sivan Gilor, a great-grandson to 
Ariel and Fraydel Gilor, a great-
grandson to Meir and Shani 
Lieberman, and a great-grandson 
to Idit and Noam Freeman
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Chair of the RIETS Board of 
Trustees Rabbi Joel ’60R and 
Judy Schreiber on the birth 
of a granddaughter to Yoni and 
Rachel Fein, and on the marriage 
of their grandson Jordan 
Schreiber to Kyra Libin

Rabbi Chezkie ’18R and 
Ilana (Schreier) Glatt on the 
birth of a son; and to the great-
grandfather, Rabbi Max N. 
Schreier ’52R 

Director of Rabbinic Placement 
Rabbi Ronald ’83R and Judy 
Schwarzberg on the birth of 
a granddaughter, Sara, to their 
children Aviva and Philip Reich

Rabbi David ’93R and 
Bonnie Sheer on the marriage 
of their son, Yoni, to Alyssa 
Needle; and on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Emma 
Rose (Esther Rivka), to Penina 
and Zack Nussbaum; and to 
the great-grandparents, Rabbi 
Charles ’67R and Judy Sheer

Rabbi Daniel ’15R and Tamar 
Sherman on the birth of a son

Director of the Fourth Year 
Internship Program Rabbi 
Gideon ’97R and Bonnie 
Shloush on the birth of a son 

Rabbi Ephraim ’85R and 
Rivki Slepoy on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Elisheva Tova, to 
Esti and Yisrael Friedman

Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Zvi ’91R 
and Dr. Efrat Sobolofsky on 
the birth of a grandson to Tova 
and Mordechai Reiss

Rabbi Dr. Meir ’03R and 
Layaliza Soloveichik on the 
Bar Mitzvah of their son, Pintan

Rabbi Gershon ’91R and Fran 
Sonnenschein on the marriage 
of their son, Noam, to Rebecca 
Reich of Edison, NJ 

Rabbi Yitzy ’18R and Tif 
Sprung on the birth of a son; 
and to grandparents, Rabbi 
Yaakov ’79R and Naomi 
Sprung

Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Michael 
’83R and Bassie Taubes on 
the birth of a grandson to Shuli 
and Ari Gordon

Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Dr. Moshe 
Tendler ’48R on the birth of 
a great-great-grandson to his 
great-grandchildren, Shoshana 
and Ashie Bursyn 

Rabbi Brian ’90R and Penny 
Thau on the birth of a grandchild to 
Avraham Zvi and Hadassah Thau

Rabbi Avi ’11R and Atara 
Narrow-Tilonsky on the birth of 
a son, Ziv Yitzchak

Rabbi Perry ’97R and Miriam 
Tirschwell on the birth of a 
grandson to Yocheved and 
Moshe Abrams 

Rabbi Etan ’95R and Esther 
Tokayer on the Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter, Aliza

Rabbi Reuven ’85R and Joyce 
Tradburks on the birth of a 
grandson, Meir Aryeh, to David 
and Ariella Tradburks

Rabbi Mordecai ’10R and 
Atara Turoff on the birth of a 
daughter

Rabbi Brahm ’08R and Elana 
Weinberg on birth of a son, 
Avishai Noam 

Rabbi Yosef ’05R and 
Rebecca Weinstock on the 
Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, 
Shoshana

Rabbi Akiva ’06R and Yael 
Willig on the birth of a daughter, 
Yocheved; and to grandparents, 
Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Mordechai 
’71R and Faygie Willig

Rabbi Dov ’17R and Rena 
Winston on the birth of a 
daughter, Leora

Rabbi Benjamin ’69R and 
Shevi Yudin on the Bar Mitzvah 
of their grandson, Shimon 
Goldman, son of Dr. Bin and 
Peninah Goldman

Rabbi Nisanel ’02R and 
Ruthie Yudin on the birth of a 
granddaughter to Rabbi Shimon 
and Talia Kronenberg; and to 
the great-grandparents, Rabbi 
Benjamin ’69R and Shevi Yudin 

Rabbi Oran ’10R and Chani 
Zweiter on the birth of a son; 
and to grandparents, Rabbi 
Dr. Stuart ’78R and Chana 
Zweiter

Condolences
Rabbi Adam ’05R and Dr. 
Estee Acobason the passing 
of Estee’s father, Jonas S. 
Lieberman Z”L

Rabbi Ely Allen ’01R on the 
passing of his father, Albert Allen 
Z”L

The family of Rabbi Sol 
Appleman Z”L ’78R, step-father 
of Jenny (and Rabbi David 
’13R) Eckstein, on his passing.

RIETS/YU Professor of Public 
Speaking Brent Baer on the 
passing of his father, Mr. Daniel 
Baer Z”L

Rabbi Karpol Bender ’57R on 
the passing of his wife, Mrs. Rena 
Bender Z”L, daughter of Rabbi 
Zemach Zambrowski Z”L

Rabbi Yehuda Berenson ’56R 
on the passing of his sister, 
Martelle Urivetsky Z”L, widow of 
Rabbi Joseph Urivetsky ’58R 
Z”L

The family of Rabbi Bertram 
Leff Z”L ’59R on his passing 

Rabbi Michael Broyde ’90R, 
’93RYY on the passing of his 
father, Rabbi Dr. Barret “Barry” 
Broyde, Z”L

Rabbi Leonard “Levi” Buchen 
’57R on the passing of his wife, 
Rosalie “Shoshana” Buchen Z”L

The family of Rabbi Yerachmiel 
Carmi Z”L ’50R on his passing 

Rabbi Joshua Cheifetz ’58R 
on the passing of his wife, Mrs. 
Adele Cheifetz Z”L

Rabbi Jonathan Cohen ’10R 
on the passing of his mother, 
Ayelet Cohen Z”L 

Rabbi Adam Dubin ’11R on the 
passing of his sister, Mrs. Joyce 
Dubin Hinkes Z”L

The family of Rabbi Yechiel 
Eckstein ’75R on his passing

Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen ’08R on 
the passing of his brother, Rabbi 
Yosi Eisen Z”L

The family of Rabbi Moshe 
Epstein Z”L ’AA on his passing 

Rabbi Marvin Fass ’72R on 
the passing of his brother, Rabbi 
Yisrael (Stanley) Fass ’68R 
Z”L and sister-in-law, Shlomit 
Fass Z”L

The family of Rabbi Joseph 
Haim “Joe” Feder Z”L ’53R on 
his passing

The family of Rabbi Aaron 
Feder Z”L ’55R on his passing

Rabbi Allan Friedman ’83R 
on the passing of his mother, 
Eleanor Friedman Z”L

Rabbi Shlomo Friedman 
’85R on the passing of his 
father, Professor Jack (Yaakov) 
Friedman Z”L

Rabbi Sholom Fried ’86R on 
the passing of his father, Max 
Fried Z”L

The family of Rabbi Simcha 
Freedman Z”L ’62R on his 
passing 

Rabbi Louis “Lippy” Friedman 
’69R and Rabbi Zvi Friedman 
’81R on the passing of their 
brother, Judah Friedman Z”L

Rabbi Yonah ’68R and Mary 
Fuld on the tragic passing of 
their son, Ari Fuld HY”D

Rabbi Yitzchak (Jeffrey) 
Fund ’81R on the passing of his 
father, David Fund Z”L

The family of Rabbi Meir Fulda 
Z”L ’59R on his passing 

Rabbi Hersh M. Galinsky ’58R 
on the passing of his sister, Tova 
Klahr Z”L

Rabbi David Ginsburg ’86R, 
Rabbi Benjamin Ginsburg 
’94R, Rabbi Herzl Ginsburg 
’02R; and Elisheva (and UTS 
Dean Rabbi Dr. Yosef ’03R 
’14R-YY) Kalinsky on the 
passing of their father, Professor 
Gilbert Ginsburg Z”L

The family of Chazan Sherwood 
Goffin Z”L ’66Belz on his 
passing 

The family of Rabbi Moshe 
Gottesman ’10HDR Z”L on his 
passing

The family of Rabbi Ephraim Z. 
Goldberg Z”L ’90R on his passing
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Rabbi Bernard Goldsmith 
’51R on the passing of his wife, 
Naomi Goldsmith Z”L

The family of Rabbi Murray 
Grauer Z”L ’46R on his passing, 
father of Sheri Z”L (and Rabbi 
Stanley ’69R) Raskas

Rabbi Josh Grajower ’14R on 
the passing of his wife, Danielle 
Grajower Z”L

Rabbi Daniel Green ’96R on 
the passing of his father, Rabbi 
Mordechai (Morton) Green 
Z”L ’58R

Rabbi Dr. Shamai Grossman 
’17R on the passing of his 
parents, Rabbi Rafael 
Grossman Z”L ’AA, HDR and 
Shirley Grossman Z”L

Rabbi Harris Guedalia ’63R on 
the passing of his wife, Dr. Judith 
S. B. Guedalia Z”L 

Rabbi Kenneth Hain ’72R on 
the passing of his brother, Dr. 
James “Jimmy” Hain Z”L 

Rabbi Dr. Yizchak Halberstam 
’69R on the passing of his 
brother, David Halberstam Z”L

Rabbi Dr. Raymond ’80R and 
Vicky Harari on the passing of 
Vicky’s mother, Frances Eckstein 
Z”L

To the family of Rabbi Arnold 
(Yeshaya) Heisler Z”L ’46R 
on his passing, brother of Rabbi 
Jacob Heisler Z”L ’43R

Rabbi Herbert Hoffman ’60R 
on the passing of his brother, 
Rabbi Arnold Hoffman Z”L 

Rabbi Binyamin Yitzchak 
Jungreis ’94R on the passing 
of his mother, Shifrah Teigman 
Jungreis Z”L 

Rabbi Yisroel Kaminetsky 
’92R on the passing of his father, 
Rabbi Dovid Kaminetsky Z”L

Rabbi Avrohom Kanarek ’86R 
on the passing of his mother, 
Rhoda Kanarek Z”L, and brother, 
Leonard Kanarek Z”L

Rabbi Dr. Ephraim ’79R and 
Dr. Deborah Kanarfogel on the 
passing of their daughter-in-law, 
Dr. Hindi Krinsky Kanarfogel Z”L

Rabbi Dr. Ephraim Kanarfogel 
’79R on the passing of his 
mother, Ethel Kanarfogel Z”L 

Rabbi Avi Katz ’83R on the 
passing of his father, Rabbi Dr. 
Norman Katz ’55R Z”L

Rabbi Shimon Kerner ’85R 
on the passing of his father, Mr. 
Seymour Kerner Z”L

The family of Rabbi Dr. Yosef 
Chaim Yedidyahu Klausner 
Z”L ’83R on his passing

Rabbi Yonatan ’74 and 
Brenda Kolatch on the passing 
of Brenda’s mother, Tzivia 
Rabinowich Z”L

Rabbi Dr. Moses Kranzler 
’54R on the passing of his wife, 
Esta Shepetofsky Kranzler Z”L 

President Emeritus Rabbi Dr. 
Norman ’51R and Mindy 
Lamm on the passing of Mindy’s 
sister, Gloria Mehler Z”L 

Rabbi Yitz Liberman ’12R and 
Shifra (and Rabbi Etan ’93R) 
Orlian on the passing of their 
brother, Hillel Dovid Liberman 
Z”L

Max and Marion Grill Dean of 
RIETS Rabbi Menachem ’95R 
and Adeena Penner on the 
passing of Adeena’s father, Bert 
Schonbach z”l

The family of Rabbi Milton H. 
Polin Z”L on his passing

Rabbi Milton Polinsky ’74R on 
the passing of his brother, Gilbert 
Polinsky Z”L 

Rabbi Dani ’95R and Dr. 
Chaya Rapp on the passing of 
Chaya’s mother, Esther Leah 
Sendrovic Z”L 

Rabbi Sam ’15R and Hannah 
Dreyfus Reinstein on the 
passing of Hannah’s father, Dr. 
David Dreyfus Z”L

Rabbi Yehoshua Reinitz ’12R 
on the passing of his father, 
Howard Reinitz Z”L 

The family of Rabbi Melvin 
Sanford Sachs Z”L ’62R on his 
passing

Rabbi Benjamin Samson ’60R 
on the passing of his sisters, 
Mrs. Minna Sebrow Z”L and Mrs. 
Miriam Baharan Z”L

Rabbi Benjamin N. Samuels 
’94R on the passing of his 
mother, Rosalie Samuels Z”L

Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter on 
the passing of his mother, Pnina 
Schacter Z”L, widow of Rabbi 
Hershel Schacter Z”L ’41R

The family of Rabbi Dr. Chaim 
E. Schertz Z”L ’69R on his 
passing

Chair of the RIETS Board of 
Trustees Rabbi Joel Schreiber 
’60R and Rabbi David 
Schreiber ’69R on the passing 
of their brother, Rabbi Simeon 
Schreiber Z”L ’61R

Rabbi Barry Schuman ’91R on 
the passing of his mother, Leah 
Rifkin Schuman Z”L, and brother, 
Steven Schuman Z”L

Rabbi David Schwartz ’97R on 
the passing of his mother, Arlene 
Schwartz Z”L

The family of Rabbi Dr. Chaim 
(Hyman) Shapiro Z”L ’56R on 
his passing 

Rabbi Jerry (Yechiel) 
Shatzkes ’70R on the passing 
of his brother, Rabbi Shaul 
Shatzkes Z”L, son of the late 
RIETS Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi 
Aaron Shatzkes ZT”L 

Rabbi Evan ’84R and Devorah 
Shore on the passing of their 
daughter, Jessica Fern Shore Z”L 

Rabbi Avraham (Adam) 
Shulman ’02R on the passing of 
his father, Alex Shulman Z”L

The family of Rabbi Dr. Joshua 
Shuchatowitz Z”L ’62R on his 
passing, brother of Eveline Z”L 
(and Rabbi Dr. Moses ’54R)
Kranzler

Rabbi Mordechai Spiegelman 
’59R on the passing of his wife, 
Mrs. Naomi Spiegelman Z”L 

Rabbi Tzvi Harold Stern ’80R 
on the passing of his wife, Kathy 
Stern Z”L

Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Michael 
Taubes ’83R on the passing of 
his father, Professor Leo Taubes 
Z”L

Rabbi Perry Tirschwell ’97R 
and Rabbi Aaron Tirschwell 
’88R on the passing of their 
mother, Barbara Tirschwell Z”L

The family of Rabbi Joshua 
B. Wachtfogel ’56R on his 
passing in 2017

Yanina Wachtfogel and Aviva 
Heimowitz on the passing in 
late 2018 of their mother, Adele 
Wachtfogel, widow of Rabbi 
David Wachtfogel Z”L ’38R

Rabbi Elchanan Weinbach 
’90R on the passing of his 
mother, Mrs. Lee Dym Weinbach, 
Z”L, widow of Rabbi David 
Weinbach Z”L ’55R

Rabbi Yitzchak “Itzy” 
Weinberger ’75R and Rabbi 
Pinchas (Philip) Weinberger 
’77R on the passing of their 
father, Rabbi Shlomo (Solomon) 
Weinberger Z”L

Rabbi Duvie Weiss ’97R on the 
passing of his brother, Robbie 
Weiss Z”L

Rabbi Dr. Maurice 
Wohlgelernter ’44R on the 
passing of his wife Dr. Esther 
Wohlgelernter Z”L 

Rabbi Howard Wolk ’77R on 
the passing of his father, Cantor 
Leon Wolk Z”L 

Rabbi Dov Zakheim ’73R on 
the passing of his sister, Surie 
Zakheim-Sheff Z”L

Rabbi Lawrence “Larry” 
Zierler ’85R on the passing of 
his father, David S. Zierler Z”L 

Rabbi David Zlatin ’76R on 
the passing of his mother, Jean 
Zlatin Z”L
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