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Perhaps Hashem told Avraham to 
demand this. Indeed, a midrash 
contends that after the Akeidah, 
Avraham considered marrying Yitzchak 

to a daughter of Aner, Eshkol or Mamre, 
to ensure an heir. Hashem then 
preempted him, telling him that his 
brother Nachor had produced a family, 
which is why the Torah records the 
lineage of Nachor after the Akeidah. 
(Bereishit Rabbah 57:3) However, we 
might offer three other possibilities, 

based on three goals of the marriage of 
Rivkah and Yitzchak. 
 
1: Creating a Home 
Addressing our questions, Rabbeinu 
Bechaye (commentary to Bereishit 24:3) 
first discussed the possibility that a 
Canaanite woman could lead Yitzchak 

astray, but then he noted that 
newlyweds face challenges due to their 
different backgrounds. Each side enters 
with a particular social standing and 
religious orientation, and imbalances 
can disrupt the peace of their nascent 
home. [See Pesachim 49a.] The home of 
an intra-clan marriage would be more 

peaceful, despite the family’s religious 
differences. 
 
2: Perpetuating a Nation 
Rabbeinu Nisim suggested that 
Avraham was looking toward the future 
nation created through this marriage. 
(Derashot haRan 5) He discerned that 

biology influences human conduct, and 
behaviour may influence biology, as we 
can observe in the body’s reactions to 
emotional stress. Therefore, he 
contended that bad behaviour could 
shape a person’s nature in a way that 
could be passed to one’s children. 

Aramean idolatry would not be 
inherited, but Canaanite corruption 
could be communicated.  
 

Rabbeinu Nisim’s approach faces at 
least two weaknesses, though. First, it 
is unclear how such traits would be 
inherited, without assuming race-based 
spirituality. [It is unlikely that Rabbeinu 
Nisim anticipated epigenetics.] Second, 
the Torah emphasizes the corrupt 
conduct of Yitzchak’s cousin Lavan, and 

not his idolatry. 
 
3: Transmitting a Bequest 
Yitzchak’s marriage began the process 
of realizing Hashem’s promise to give 
the Land of Israel to the descendants of 
Avraham and Sarah. Marrying a 
Canaanite could warp that bequest in 

two ways: it would give Canaanites a 
lasting stake in the land (Abarbanel to 
Bereishit 24:3), and conversely, it would 
suggest that the Jewish claim to the 
land came from the Canaanite side of 
their family. (Rabbi Yosef Bechor Shor 
ad  l oc . )  To  a vo id  Canaan i te 
entanglement, Yitzchak needed to marry 

someone from the outside. 
 
Rivkah supported all three goals. We see 
no strife between Yitzchak and Rivkah 
based on their different backgrounds. 
Rivkah ensures the continuity of the 
Jewish nation, arranging for Yitzchak to 
bless the righteous Yaakov. And via the 

union of Rivkah and Yitzchak, the Land 
of Israel remains within the family of the 
Jewish nation.  
 

torczyner@torontotorah.com 

“From the standpoint of the Torah, 
there can be no distinction between 
one human being and another on the 
basis of race or color.” (Rabbi Ahron 

Soloveichik, Civil Rights and the 
Dignity of Man) 
 
“Some of our enemies among the 
nations of the world claim that the 
nation of Israel is a racist nation, for 

the Torah says that Canaan is cursed 
and will be a slave of slaves to his 
brethren… But the truth is certainly 
not so, for it is clear that the Torah’s 
view is against racism… Racism means 
that one race elevates itself over 
another race because of its origin and 
lineage, as though it were formed of 

higher and better ‘material’ and the 
like. But here, the reason Noach 
distinguished them was because of the 
corrupt traits of Cham, and his son 
Canaan, traits which he conveyed to 
his descendants after him. (Rabbi 
Yaakov Kamenetsky, Emet l’Yaakov to 
Bereishit 9:25) 

 
If the Torah opposes racism, how are 
we to explain Avraham’s insistence 
that Yitzchak should not marry a 
Canaanite? (Bereishit 24:3-4) And lest 
one say it was based on Canaanite sin, 
we must ask: Were Arameans much 
better? Indeed, Hashem told Avraham 

to leave that land and his family 
behind! (Bereishit 12) Further, 
commentators suggest that Avraham 
said “among whom I live” to reject the 
righteous daughters of his allies, Aner, 
Eshkol and Mamre. (Bereishit Rabbah 
59:8, Ramban) This implies a genetic 
basis for Avraham’s demand! 

 



Visit us at www.torontotorah.com & www.facebook.com/torontotorah 2 

this, as the public’s mitzvah to rebuke does not entail 
monetary obligations. Thus, the public cannot be coerced to 
suffer loss to encourage them to push the public leaders.  
 

While halachic authorities have allowed strikes that 
inconvenience the public under certain circumstances, 
Rabbi Ishon notes that allowing employees to strike against 
their employers, even if others are inconvenienced, is 
different from closing roads, which directly targets the 
public.  
 
Rabbi Ishon further contends that closing the roads without 

a permit is equivalent to theft. In the context of building a 
succah on public land (Orach Chaim 637:3), Biur Halachah 
notes that it is only permitted when the community can be 
assumed to waive their rights and allow the trespass. If the 
protesters received a permit, it would be permitted, as the 
government is empowered to authorize use of public 
property. However, in a case in which a road closure does 

not have government permission, and causes real damage to 
the public, the closing of the road is simply viewed as theft 
of public property.  
 
Based on the above, Rabbi Ishon concludes that closing 
roads is only permitted when the government grants a 
permit, or the protest is done in a way that causes very 
minimal inconvenience.  
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The right to protest is central to democracies, as part of 
freedom of expression. In Israel, a popular form of protest is 
closure of roads. Sometimes, closures are done with police 
approval, and sometimes without. Several articles have been 

written about the halachic propriety of these methods, 
including one in a recent volume of Techumin (38) by Rabbi 
Shlomo Ishon. His concerns with these methods include the 
monetary loss they can cause (through lost work, flights, 
meetings), and even pikuach nefesh, by preventing people 
from reaching hospitals, as well as the fact that closing the 
road itself may be a form of theft from the community.  

 
Rabbi Ishon notes that there is precedent for causing 
inconvenience to the community to make legitimate protests. 
For example, a common practice, recorded by Rama (Orach 
Chaim 54:2) was ikuv tefillah, preventing prayer from 
continuing until redress for a civil wrong was provided. 
However, he notes that the Rama limited this to cases where 

the delay wouldn’t be too inconvenient, thus forbidding it 
during the month of Nisan and during the High Holidays 
because people were too busy with the holidays and with 
agricultural work. (Choshen Mishpat 5:2) Furthermore, this 
practice seems to have been limited to cases in which the 
community had the power to address the grievance. (Meishiv 
Davar 2:66, Mishneh Halachot 7:256). Rabbi Ishon suggests 

that in contemporary road closure protests, the damage 
caused is great, and the ability of the public to help is 
minimal. Therefore, he thinks closing roads is not usually 
legitimate.  
 
Rabbi Ishon suggests that one might think it legitimate to 
close roads to cause the public to pressure government 
officials who can make changes. However, Rabbi Ishon denies 

Summary 
Our chapter describes Israel’s failed 
military campaigns against the 

Philistines. After 4,000 Israelites were 
slaughtered in an initial offensive 
attack, the people thought that if they 
brought the Ark with them into battle, 
they would be victorious in a second 
attempt. The Philistines also believed 
that G-d was on the side of the 
Israelites, fearing that He would smite 
them with plagues, as He did to the 

Egyptians. Overconfident in the Ark’s 
ability to assist them, the Israelites 
attacked, consulting neither their leader 
Shemuel, nor the Urim v’Tumim. 
(Malbim to 4:4) Ultimately, the 
Philistines were victorious, killing 
30,000 Israelite soldiers, including 

Chofni and Pinchas, and seizing the 
Ark.  
 
A man of Binyamin (identified by Rashi 
to 4:12 as Shaul), distraught over 
Israel’s defeat, informed Eli that both of 
his sons had been killed, fulfilling the 
prophecy Eli had received in chapter 2 

(v. 34). As soon as Eli heard the news 
about his sons’ death and the Ark’s 
capture, he fell off his chair, broke his 
neck, and died.  
 

When Pinchas’ pregnant wife heard 
about the capture of the Ark, and her 
father-in-law’s and husband’s deaths, 
she went into labour. In her last 

breaths, she named her son “Ichavod,” 
meaning “without honour,” as “honour 
has been exiled from Israel” in light of 
recent calamities, both personal and 
national. (4:21)  
 
Insight 
“So the people sent to Shiloh and 

carried from there the Ark of the 
Covenant of Hashem, Master of 
Legions, Who dwells atop the 
Keruvim…” (4:4, Artscroll tr.) Radak 
notes that the description of G-d 
dwelling atop the Keruvim is intended 

to convey the message that He is 
always responsive to those who call 
out to Him sincerely.  
 
Rabbi Moshe Goldberg z”l cited the 
Vilna Gaon (Orot haGra) to explain the 
profound symbolism of the Keruvim: A 

young person’s trust in G-d is typically 
very strong. As a result, G-d watches 
over him very closely. However, when 
people get older, they often place their 
trust in their own abilities, rather than 
in G-d - resulting in Him withdrawing 
some of His protection.  

Similarly, when the Jewish people left 
Egypt as a newly freed nation, their 
trust in G-d was very strong. Yet, over 
t ime,  th i s  trust  waned,  and 

consequently, G-d withdrew some of 
His protection. Therefore, G-d 
commanded us to place Keruvim - in 
the form of children - above the Ark, as 
a reminder to maintain the sincere and 
confident trust often possessed most 

markedly by children. (Bikkurei Moshe, 
pg. 552-53) 
 
The Israelites failed to recognize their 
initial - relatively minor - defeat as a 
sign that they should reevaluate their 
ways. They thought that bringing the 
Ark into battle, unauthorized, would 

earn them Divine assistance. Tragically, 
they failed to appreciate the Ark’s 
message that G-d is always responsive 
to sincere prayer and repentance. 
According to Radak, had the Israelites 
realized that G-d is the true source of 
victory or defeat, and had acted in kind, 
they would have merited Divine 

protection.  
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Holy Land Halachah: Road Closures as Protest Rabbi Jonathan Ziring 

Journey Through Tanach: Shemuel I, Chapter 4 Rabbi Alex Hecht 
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Rabbi Menachem Mendel Kasher was 
born in Warsaw, Poland in 1895. He 
established himself at a young age as a 
Torah prodigy, writing to many of the 

rabbinic scholars of his generation 
including Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman 
and Rabbi Avraham Yeshayah Karelitz 
(a.k.a. Chazon Ish). At the age of 19, 
Rabbi Kasher began editing Degel 
HaTorah, the monthly publication of 

Agudath Israel in Poland. He received his 
rabbinic ordination from Rabbi Meir Dan 
Plotsky, the author of the Kli Chemdah 
commentary on the Torah.  
 
In 1924, with the support of Rabbi 
Avraham Mordechai Alter, the Grand 
Rabbi of Gur, Rabbi Kasher emigrated to 

Israel where he founded the Sfat Emet 
yeshiva. While in Israel, Rabbi Kasher 
harnessed his encyclopedic knowledge as 
a prolific writer. His best-known work is 
Torah Sheleimah, a compendium of 
rabbinic sources, collecting the Talmud 
and various midrashim, arranged as a 
commentary on the Torah along with 

Rabbi Kasher’s own insights.  
 
Rabbi Kasher often traveled to New York 
to fundraise for the publication of Torah 
Sheleimah. Over the course of his time 
there, he was instrumental in designing 
an eruv in Manhattan. He was in New 

York when World War II broke out in 
1939, and remained there until the end 
of the war. While in America, Rabbi 
Kasher was involved in efforts to rescue 
the Rebbe of Gur.  
 
The tragedy of the Holocaust and the 
founding of the State of Israel had a 

profound impact on Rabbi Kasher, and 
he became a prolific advocate of the 
Zionist cause. He authored many works 
which harnessed traditional Torah 
sources to defend the establishment of 
the State of Israel from its opponents. In 
his work HaTekufah HaGedolah, Rabbi 

Kasher gathered and analyzed a 
multitude of sources from the Talmud, 
Midrash, and early and late authorities. 
Based on these sources, he argued that 
the  even ts  surround ing  the 
establishment of the state of Israel and 
the miracles of the Six Day War were 
consistent with the signs of the Ultimate 

Redemption. Rabbi Kasher passed away 
in 1983. 
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We are still under the powerful influence 
of the six days of the last war which un-
folded in our holy land; a war which 
shook the entire Jewish world, and the 

nations heard and trembled, a tremor 
took hold of the inhabitants of the land, 
when they heard the uprising of Israel, 
and that the might of Israel returned as it 
was originally. Those days, rich in the 
glory of the strength and the magnificent 
revelations, blew a holy fire in the flicker-
ing ember in the hearts of distant Jews… 

the holy Divine flame, and a new chapter 
began in their lives, all of them suddenly 
sprang forth by the tens of thousands, in 
every corner of the world, and declared 
that they are Jews first and foremost. 
Those historical days brought the distant 
near, and ignited the near with more 
pride, and it was fulfilled in us the trait 

of: “You saw (Shemot 19:4)”, being un-
derstood that not all people see to the 
same degree, rather there are various 
levels, each one sees and feels according 
to his ability to understand and his wis-
dom, and they call us to transcend our 
routines and normal lives, and to reach 
the recognition and feeling that we merit 

to live in a period of the birth of a world, 
and this merit imposes an obligation up-
on us to strive to an exaltedness beyond 
ourselves, and by doing so we will fulfill 
our obligation toward heaven and toward 
Israel. 
 
Alongside this tremendous development, 

the question of many arose: what is the 
value and status of our period, and what 
name should be given to it according to 
the Torah’s perspective?...  
 
Many wonder that in the twenty years 
since the establishment of the country 
not even one Torah book has emerged, 

dedicated to clarify this great question, 
and to respond to the accusations, and 
words of hatred, against the land of Israel 
and its inhabitants, and against all of the 
aforementioned great rabbis of Israel, 
which have been publicized in known 
books. Therefore, I thought that the mis-
sion of the hour is to fulfill the will of 

many, and to protect the honor of the 
land of Israel, and the bearers of the flag 
of the Torah in our holy land. I will at-
tempt to clarify this great question a bit, 
and my prayer is that G-d, may He be 
blessed, will guide me in the path of 
truth.  

עדיין נתונים אנחנו תחת רישומם העז של 
ששת ימי המלחמה האחרונה שנתחוללה 

מלחמה אשר זיעזעה את   ,בארצנו הקדושה 
 ,וכן שמעו עמים ירגזון   ,יהדות העולם כולו 

בשמעם תקומת   ,חיל אחז כל יושבי הארץ 
ל  א ר ש י ם  ע ת  ר ו ב ג ה  ב ש י  כ ו ל  א ר ש י

עתירי הוד הגבורה  ,כבראשונה. אותם ימים
הפיחו אש קודש   ,והגילויים הנהדרים 

 …בגחלת שלחשה בלב יהודים רחוקים 
ופרק חדש נפתח   ,הלהיבה קדושה עילאית 

בחייהם, כולם צצו לפתע ברבבותיהם, בכל 
קצות העולם, והודיעו כי בראש וראשונה 
יהודים הם. אותם ימים היסטוריים קירבו 

והלהיבו ביתר שאת קרובים,   ,רחוקים 
“, אתם ראיתם ” ונתקיים בנו המדה של  

כמובן שאין כל בני אדם רואים במדה 
אחת, אלא מדרגות מדרגות יש, כל אחד 
רואה ומרגיש לפי כח בינתו וחכמתו, והם 
שקוראים לנו לצאת מן השגרא ומן החיים 
הרגילים ולבוא לידי הכרה והרגשה שאנו 
זוכים לחיות בתקופת הרת עולם, וזכות זו 
מטילה עלינו חובות להתאמץ להתעלות על 
עצמית, ובזה נקיים חובותינו כלפי שמים 

 וכלפי עם ישראל.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

הכבירות,  ות  י עם ההתפתחו בבד  בד 
מה ערכה ומעמדה   :נתעוררה שאלת רבים 

של תקופתנו ומה שם ניתן לה לפי השקפת 
 …התורה

 
ורבים תמהים שזה עשרים שנה מזמן קום 
המדינה לא יצא אף ספר תורני אחד מיוחד 

ל ולהשיב על “ לברר השאלה הגדולה הנ 
הקטרוגים ודברי השטנה נגד ארץ ישראל 

ונגד כל גדולי רבני ארץ ישראל ‘  ויושבי 
ל, שנתפרסמו בספרים ידועים. לכן “ הנ 

אמרתי צו השעה הוא, למלאות רצון רבים, 
ולהגן על כבודה של ארץ ישראל ונושאי דגל 

ק אי לזאת אנסה לברר קצת “ התורה באה 
י תפלה  ואנ ו  הז הגדולה  את השאלה 

 ת ינחני בדרך אמת.“שהשי



Weekly Highlights: Nov. 23 — Nov. 29 / 25 Cheshvan — 1 Kislev 

Time Speaker Topic Location Special Notes 

     Nov. 22-23 שבת

 

Shabbaton at Shaarei Shomayim: Shabbat Chevron! 
Dvar Torah during Hashkamah, Ezer Diena: The Worst City in Israel? 

 

Shiur after Hashkamah, Ezer Diena: The City of Fours 
 

Derashah, Main Shul, R’ Sammy Bergman: Is Chevron Worth It?  
 

Derashah, Downstairs Minyan, R’ M. Torczyner: Sarah Died Alone in Chevron; It Matters Today  
 

3:55 PM Mini-Shiur, R’ Alex Hecht: Chevron 2019: Should We Be There?  
 

Seudah Shlishit, Ezer Diena: Chevron First, Jerusalem Second   

 

After minchah R’ Moshe Yeres The Secular Calendar BAYT Simcha Suite 

Sun. Nov. 24     

8:15 AM Ezer Diena Shabbat Toilet Paper Yeshivat Or Chaim  

9:15 AM Netanel Klein Magic & Sorcery Adas Israel Hamilton  

9:15 AM R’ Sammy Bergman Chagigah/Chasidut/Chevra Shaarei Shomayim Teens 

Tue. Nov. 26     

1:30 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner Yeshayah, Ch. 23-24 Shaarei Shomayim  

7:30 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner Book of Shoftim, Ch. 6 129 Theodore Pl. Men 

7:30 PM Ezer Diena 
L’ilui Nishmat R’ Arye Rosenberg  
Parshah: Unworthy of Blessing 

BAYT 
Boardroom 
Last week! 

Wed. Nov. 27     

6:00 AM Ezer Diena Gemara Succah BAYT West Wing #2, men 

10:00 AM R’ Mordechai Torczyner 
Life After Death 4: 

Gehennom, Gan Eden, Limbo 
Beth Emeth 

There is a fee 
torontotorah.com/life 

12:30 PM R’ Sammy Bergman 
The Ethical Challenge 2: 

Firing a Client 
Zeifmans LLP 

201 Bridgeland 
Lunch served; RSVP 

rk@zeifmans.ca 

7:30 PM R’ Alex Hecht 
Bringing G-d Into Our Lives 

#4: How Do I Love G-d? 
Shaarei Tefillah  

8:00 PM R’ Sammy Bergman All Things Shabbat Shaarei Shomayim Open to All! 

Thu. Nov. 28 Rosh Chodesh Kislev    

1:30 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner Shemuel I, Ch. 14 49 Michael Ct. Women 

4:15 PM R’ Alex Hecht Junior Beit Midrash Netivot haTorah  

8:30 PM Ezer Diena Gemara Beitzah ediena@torontotorah.com Men, Advanced 

8:30 PM R’ Jeff Turtel Tzurba MeiRabbanan Shomrai Shabbos Men, NEW! 

Fri. Nov. 29 Rosh Chodesh Kislev    

10:30 AM R’ Sammy Bergman Bava Metzia Yeshivat Or Chaim Advanced 

 

For University Men, at Yeshivat Or Chaim 
10:00 AM Sunday, R’ Aaron Greenberg, Gemara Shabbat 

 

11:00 AM Sunday, Beit Midrash Rotation: Contemporary Halachah: Ezer Diena: Shabbat Toilet Paper 
 

8:30 AM Wednesday, Ezer Diena, Mishlei 
 

8:30 AM Friday, R’ Mordechai Torczyner, Parshah 
 

 

Seder Boker for Men with Rabbi Moshe Yeres, at Yeshivat Or Chaim  
10:00 AM to Noon, Mon./Wed. Masechet Megilah, Orot of Rav Kook, Chovot haLevavot 

 

10:00 AM to Noon, Tue./Thu. Parshanut on the Parshah, Sefer Yehoshua, Pninei Halachah 
 


