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פרשת וילך 
 Towards the end of the parsha, Hashem discusses with Moshe what will occur when Bnei Yisrael 
abandon him and go after avodah zara, saying, “ָרָעה ֹנִכי ַהְסֵּתר ַאְסִּתיר ָּפַני ּבּיֹום ַההּוא ַעל ָּכל־ָהֽ  I will“ - ”ְוָאֽ
hide My face on that day, because of all the evil they have committed.”  However, the previous pasuk says 1

ֲעַזְבִּתים ְוִהְסַּתְרִּתי ָפַני ֵמֶהם“ ”.ֲהGא ַעל ִּכי־ֵאין ֱאGַקי ְּבִקְרִּבי“ and ”ַוֽ  Why does Hashem repeat the fact that He 2

will hide His face, and why does He remain hidden after Bnei Yisrael have seemingly done teshuva?  
 The Or HaChaim  quotes the Tur and the Ramban, who comment that the second quote 3

provides something quite revealing: this is not a full repentance. Rather, it is a quick thought and some 
regret, and once Bnei Yisrael add some confessions (וידוי) and fully return from their sins, Hashem will 
stop hiding His face. The Ramban continues on and says that this second “hiding” is not at all like the 
first one, as that was when Hashem hid His Mercy, and several evils and troubles subsequently fell Bnei 
Yisrael. 
 Seforno  says that that the phrase of “ַקי ְּבִקְרִּביGא ַעל ִּכי־ֵאין ֱאGֲה” is not as thought of teshuva, but 4

rather the complete opposite: Bnei Yisrael experienced a sense of weakness and discouragement and 
thought that Hashem had separated the Shechina from them, so they no longer had a reason to daven 
and do teshuva. That is why it says “ֹנִכי ַהְסֵּתר ַאְסִּתיר  it proves that what Bnei Yisrael had thought was - ”ְוָאֽ
incorrect. In reality, the Shechinah was with them every step of the way; it was just hidden from them 
because of their poor attitude. 
 There is much to be learned from these two explanations. We can see that it is insufficient for a 
person to simply wish they had acted better; they must admit their wrongdoings to themselves and try to 
the fullest extent to return to a state of purity. The introduction of Rambam’s Hilchos Teshuva is “מצות 

 That is all it takes to do teshuva: returning from .”עשה אחת, והוא שישוב החוטא מחטאו לפני ה' ויתודה
the sin and confessing true regret for one’s actions.  
 Additionally, people must believe in themselves and not think that it is too late to do teshuva. The 
Gemara in Kiddushin  says that if a person was completely wicked all his life and repented in the end, he 5

is no longer reminded of his wickedness, as the pasuk in Yechezkel  says, “6 ורשעת הרשע לא יכשל בה ביום

 And as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not stumble over it on the day that he - ”שובו מרשעו
turns from his wickedness.” The Rambam echoes this,  saying that even if a person transgressed 7

throughout his entire life and did teshuva on the day of his death, all his sins are forgiven; the way to do 
this is by verbally confessing and stating these matters which one had resolved in their heart.  Hopefully, 8

we can take these next few days to confess and fully return from our sins, and not give up hope that it is 
too late to do full repentance.
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