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T
here are some paths forward that a single individual can see but which no 
other person knows. 1 Sometimes even this individual lacks the language 
to articulate the basis for, or clarity about how to effectuate, the great truth 

perceived. But this individual has a deep conviction to impart and, not only that, also 
knows that he or she must act. At precisely this moment, human conscience is born. 

Such was the insight that Mordechai transmitted to Esther, causing the Divine 
redemption to unfold. Esther had wanted to wait thirty days. It was dangerous to 
approach the king hastily. And, perhaps if they were to celebrate Pesach the following 
day, they would find another way to confront their peril. Yet, Mordechai was confident 
of three things: ( 1) they had to act immediately if they were going to take part, ( 2) if 
they did not then Hashem would effectuate deliverance for the Jewish people some 
other way, and ( 3) they could succeed. Mordechai conveyed his certainty to Esther 
who, until then, had remained passively silent, only following direction, but now 
somehow was about to find a way to draw from within the recesses of her soul the 
acumen and ability to navigate the treacherous intrigues of the palace necessary to 
bring deliverance - without prophecy, but nevertheless effectuating the Divine plan. 

Mordechai's conviction, which he conveyed to Esther, was the pivot point of the 
entire Purim story. The redemption from Egypt effectuated the vision for deliverance 
that had been held only by Hashem. But the deliverance of Purim allowed for and, in 
fact, also depended upon the insights of two individuals, Mordechai and Esther. They 
drew upon their inner conviction to navigate ahead. 

1 This article is dedicated to the memory of Rabbi Dr. Brian Galbut, z"I, whose broad humanity and deep love 

for Talmud Torah and the Jewish people endures. 
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