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• Alternatively, Haman had an 
idolatrous image woven into his 
clothing, so that whoever bowed to 
him was also bowing to an idol. 

(Esther Rabbah 7:5) 
 
Nevertheless, one could argue that 
Mordechai was not required to sacrifice 
his life to avoid bowing. The Talmudic 
sage Rava maintained that one is not 
guilty of violating the prohibition of 

idolatry unless one actually believes in 
the foreign deity; if one superficially 
worships out of fear of another person, 
or to earn their approval, they have not 
transgressed. (Sanhedrin 61b)  
 
2: Leading to Idolatry 
Alternatively, the fact that Haman wove 

an idolatrous image into his clothing, 
giving people no choice but to bow to it, 
indicated that he was interested in 
luring the people into foreign worship. 
During times of religious persecution, 
when oppressors are trying to force 
Jews to violate the Torah, a Jew is 
required to give up his or her life rather 

than transgress any commandment, or 
even adopt local customs. (Sanhedrin 
74a-b) If this was the case, Mordechai 
was not, in fact, going beyond the letter 
of the law in refusing to obey this edict.  
 
3: Personal Decision 

If Mordechai was not required to 
sacrifice his life, perhaps he was still 
permitted to do so: 
• Tosafot suggested that Mordechai was 

allowed to give up his life voluntarily, 
in order to sanctify the Name of G-d. 
(Sanhedrin 61b s.v. Rava)  

• Rabbi Yosef Chaviva explained that 
an ordinary person is not permitted to 
give up his li fe to avoid a 
transgression, unless the situation 

absolutely obligates him to do so. 
However, a person of exceptional 
piety, who sees that his generation 
has strayed, is permitted to give up 
his life even to avoid a minor 
transgression, in order to inspire 
others to correct their ways. (Nimukei 

Yosef, Sanhedrin 18a b’dapei haRif) 
For similar reasons, Chananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah entered a 
furnace, rather than bow to a statue 
erected by Nevuchadnezzar, even 
though it was not truly an idol. Since 
other Jews bowed to this statue, 

which they thought was an idol, 
Chananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 
were ready to sacrifice their lives, in 
order to demonstrate the severity of 
idolatry. (Daniel 3, Sanhedrin 93a)  

 

The Jews had become so content in 
exile, that they were willing to attend 
Achashverosh’s debauched party, where 
the Talmud contends that vessels from 

the destroyed Beit haMikdash were 
used for gluttony and drunkenness. 
(Megillah 11b, 12a) The Jews were 
seemingly unaware of both the subtle 
and blatant efforts to draw them away 
from the Torah. Mordechai knew that 
barriers to total assimilation had to be 
fortified. Mordechai’s refusal to bow to 

Haman - and by extension, to the 
culture of exile - inspired the Jews to 
return to the exclusive worship of 
Hashem, and observance of His Torah. 
(Esther Rabbah 6:2)  

ahecht@torontotorah.com 

Note: This article is real Torah, not 
Purim Torah. The same cannot be 
said for the rest of this issue… 
 

“And all the king’s servants who were 
in the king’s gate would kneel and 
prostrate themselves before Haman, for 
so had the king commanded concerning 
him, but Mordechai would neither kneel 
nor prostrate himself... they told [this] to 
Haman, to see whether Mordechai’s 
words would stand up, for he had told 
them that he was a Jew.” (Esther 3:2, 
4, chabad.org tr.)  
 
The Megillah does not tell us why 
Mordechai’s Judaism was a reasonable 
explanation for his behaviour. We find 

other accounts in Tanach of Jews 
bowing to distinguished people as a 
sign of reverence. A midrash even 
presents Haman arguing with 
Mordechai that Yaakov’s family bowed 
to Esav! (Esther Rabbah 7:8)  
 
Ostensibly, Mordechai was being 

overly antagonistic. [See Esther 
Rabbah 6:2.] On what basis did he 
endanger his life, instead of obeying 
Achashverosh’s decree?  
 
1: Elements of Idolatry 
Our Sages have suggested that the act 
of bowing to Haman involved elements 

of idolatry, a crime for which a Jew 
must allow himself to be killed, rather 
than transgress. (Sanhedrin 74a) 
• Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmani 

suggested that Haman had turned 
himself into an object of idol 
worship. (Megillah 10b) 
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nights pondering this. The issue is complex. I will outline 
the basic opinions but for full treatment of the topic please 
see the following link: https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/
lecture.cfm/3.14159265357/rabbi-sammy-bergman/

Printing-Perplexities:-Land-of-Holy-Halacha!-or-Halacha-in-
the-Holy-Land?-Exploring-the-intricacies-of-Beit-Midrash-
Zichron-YU 
 
Some authorities (Novellea of Beis YU Toronto, Book 3) 
maintain that this column relates to any law or custom 
which also applies in the Holy Land. According to this 
approach, your blogpost would be appropriate.  

 
Others (Sefer YU Beit Or Chaim DiZichron Dov Clause 52) 
aver that the column is dedicated to topics which relate 
specifically to “life in Israel”, but not to any institution or 
entity specifically tied to Israel such as the government, the 
army, the Israeli Rabbinate, agriculture, or Zionism. After 
all, Holy Land Halachah is not remotely similar to Law of 

the Land, Israeli Chief Rabbis, or any of the other previous 
variations of the “Israel” columns in Toronto Torah. Any 
overlap is unacceptable. Since 2BShvat clearly is observed 
outside Israel as well, and relates to the Holy Land’s 
agriculture, your blogpost would be unacceptable.  
 
I believe the halachah is in accordance with the final 

opinion (Hilchot Holy Land Halachah 236:359) which views 
the issue as a doubt. One should ideally choose a topic 
which relates to “life in Israel”. However, in an extenuating 
circumstance one can be lenient and write about “a 
halachah which also applies in the Holy Land.”  
 
Purim Sameach!  

sbergman@torontotorah.com 

Rabbi Shushan, Shailois Uteshuvois of the YU Koillel, 
Question 3.14159265359 
 

Question: I recently read a blogpost written by a Rabbi/
Professor/Dr. from a Yeshiva/University/Beit Midrash 
located in Zichron Dov, Israel, which discusses whether one 
is permitted to wear a tie in Ramot on Tu~BiSheBat.  
 
My question is twofold: 1) What is the Rav’s opinion on this 
matter? 2) May I write about this topic for next week’s Holy 
Land Halachah column? 
 

Answer: Regarding your first question, the answer is clear. 
As I have written extensively, elsewhere (Responsa 
DiUniversity Beit Midrash of Yeshivat Toronto 
3.14159265358) donning a tie is unconditionally prohibited 
in any place from which you can see the city of Jerusalem on 
both the 14th and 15th of SheBat. Could there be a greater 
desecration of our holy land’s sanctity? If the nations around 

us began wearing both socks and shoes while praying, would 
we contaminate our holy sanctuaries with their savage 
behaviour?! Heaven Forfend! It’s clear that in the spirit of the 
Bokser (Carob), it’s absolutely prohibited to don any formal 
attire on our Awesome Holiday in any walled city, or any 
place whose inhabitants see themselves as citizens of 
Jerusalem. Furthermore, anyone who lives outside Israel and 

stays in the Holy Land during Two-BeeShvat is obligated to 
refrain from tie-wearing on both the 14th and 15th of Shva`t. 
However, if one would consider making Aliyah if they 
suddenly acquired an enormous fortune and were offered a 
seat in the Knesset, there is room to be lenient (Reflections of 
the Modern (orthodox) Rav Volume II). 
 
For your second question: I have spent many days, and 

Bel and the Dragon:  
Dragons in Shushan 
 
Summary 

In the Septuagint, there is a chapter 
added to the book of Daniel, called Bel 
and the Dragon. The second story in 
that chapter records that the 
Babylonians worshipped a dragon. After 
Daniel refused to worship a Babylonian 
idol, Bel, proving it was inanimate, the 

Babylonian king pushed him to worship 
the dragon, which was clearly alive. 
Daniel fed the dragon lumps of pitch, 
fat, and hair, causing it to explode. In 
Midrash Rabbah (Bereishit 68:13), 
Daniel slays the dragon by feeding it 
nails, which tore apart its insides.  
 
Daniel in the Megillah 

According to the Talmud (Megillah 15a), 
Daniel is the same person as Hatach, 
the trusted advisor of Esther who 
relayed messages between Esther and 
Mordechai. He was called Hatach as he 
was “cut down (chatach) from his 
greatness. In the time of Belshazzar, he 

ruled a third of the kingdom, and was 
similarly honoured under Darius and 
Cyrus (see Rashi s.v shechatchuhu). 
However, Achashverosh cut him down 
from his stature, relegating him to the 

menial job of servant.  
 
Rabbi Yonatan Eibeshutz (Yaarot 
Devash 2:17) argues that Daniel had 

t o  b e  “ p u n i s h e d ”  b e c a u s e 
Nevuchadnezzar had treated Daniel as 
an idol. Though Daniel did not want to 
be treated as a god, the Zohar says 
that anyone who is placed in this 
status must be lowered in some way, 
regardless of personal guilt.  
 

Taking a different approach, Rabbi 
Meir Simcha (Meshech Chochmah, 
Commentary to Megillat Esther) argues 
that Daniel had been granted 
greatness because he was unique in 
his willingness to sacrifice his life by 
being cast into the lion’s den. However, 
after the story of Esther, when all the 

Jews were in danger and prayed to G-d 
to save themselves, Daniel no longer 
stood out.  
 
The Jews: Dragon Fighters 
If Daniel was cast into the lion’s den a 
second time for daring to fight the 
dragon, perhaps this provides the key 

to understanding the unwritten crime 
of the Jews in the Purim story. As 
Rabbi Meir Simchah suggests, Daniel 
was unique earlier in his life, but by 

the time of Purim, all of the Jews had 
risen to his level. They too were willing 
to risk their lives to sanctify the name 
of G-d.  

 
Haman, l ike the Babylonians, 
worshipped dragons. The Jews of 
Shushan were committed to uprooting 
idolatry in Persia, and the only way to 
successfully uproot idolatry was to 
battle these dragons. Mordechai led the 
fight, and the Jews followed suit during 

their days of fasting and repentance. 
This was what triggered Haman’s ire. 
Hence, his anger with Mordechai is 
described in almost identical language 
to that of Nevuchadnezzar (Esther 3:5, 
Daniel 3:19). 
 
Note: Many have suggested that the 

Dwarves in J.R.R. Tolkein’s The Hobbit 
are an allegory for Jews. Thus, as part 
of their quest to return to their 
homeland, they must defeat the dragon. 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/are-
tolkiens-dwarves-an-allegory-for-the-
jews/).  
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Torah and Translation 

The Importance of Feeling Embarrassed 

Sir Topham Hatt, “A Sad Day for Steve” 

Translated by Rabbi Adam Friedmann 

Biography 

Sir Topham Hatt 

Rabbi Adam Friedmann 

Call our office at: 416-630-6772 ext 243 3 

Topham Hatt (Kalonymous Kalman 
Goldfarb) was raised in the Polish town 
of Shminkel, a suburb of Chelm. His 
father was a student of the Novardok 

mussar school, and followed its method 
of self-abnegation, deprivation, and 
degradation. A young Kalonymous 
Kalman absorbed his father’s teaching. 
As he grew older, he sought to 
understand the greater Jewish world. 
Travelling to Germany, he was taken by 
the extreme organization that 

characterized Jewish, and general, life 
there. At this point he discovered a 
prodigious talent for precisely 
orchestrating the details of other people’s 
lives (“controlling”).  
 

Moving on from Germany, Kalonymous 
came under the influence of Rabbi 
Yisrael Friedman, the Ruzyhiner Rebbe, 
known for his emphasis on the external 
presentation of a Rebbe as royalty. After 

leaving the Rebbe, Kalonymous set out to 
establish his own chassidic court. He 
adopted two monikers to describe his 
religious essence. “Sir Topham Hatt” 
references his royal status as Rebbe, as 
does the top hat, an easily recognizable 
part of European rabbinic garb. His 
other self-assigned name, “The Fat 

Controller”, combines the self-
degradation of the Novardok school with 
the attention to detail and planning for 
which German Jewry is known. 
 

Seeking a place to establish his chassidic 
court, Hatt eventually journeyed to the 
Island of Sodor, where he discovered a 
community of sentient railroad trains. It 
was at this point that he decided to 
abandon human chassidim, instead turn 
his life into a living parable for the 

service of G-d, acted out through his 
interaction with this train population. 
Becoming the master and leader of the 
trains, Hatt delivered his chassidic-
mussar teachings through various 
morally precarious scenarios he devised, 
to which he subjected the trains. His 
lessons are recorded in the 800-volume 

children’s series Thomas the Tank 
Engine, named after the most frequently 
tormented locomotive. It is little-known 
that the books were written as an 
English-language commentary on works 
of Breslev chassidic thought, 

incorporating a Novardok-style critique. 
 

Hatt’s greatest theological contribution is 
the doctrine of usefulness, whereby one 

who does not perform useful acts does 
not really exist. His teachings have been 
derided as sheer heresy by some, and 
wholly irrelevant by others.  

afriedmann@torontotorah.com 

 

[Based on an actual story from Thomas 
the Tank Engine]  

 
It is a very cloudy day on the Island of 
Sodor. Steve the engine is pulling coach-
es full of passengers along the railway. 
He is excited because he is looking great, 
due to a new coat of shiny yellow paint. 
Suddenly it starts to rain! Steve is wor-
ried that his paint will be ruined. He runs 

into a tunnel, stops, and refuses to come 
out. 
 
The passengers and Steve’s driver ask 
him to continue out of the tunnel, but 
Steve refuses, blowing steam at them 
instead. Left with no choice, the driver 
calls Sir Topham Hatt, also known as the 

Fat Controller, for help. 
 
When arrives he speaks to Steve. “A train 
has to be useful,” he says. “If he is not, 
he is nothing. You don’t want to be noth-
ing, do you Steve?” 
 
Steve is not convinced. “I can’t come out,” 

he says. “My beautiful paint will be ru-
ined!” 
 
The Fat Controller reassures Steve that 
coming out into the rain and feeling the 
embarrassment of a ruined coat of paint 
is the only way for him to grow. “It can be 
hard to do these things to yourself,” he 

says. “But don’t worry, we will help you.” 
Sir Topham Hatt orders the passengers 
and railway workers to push Steve out of 
the tunnel. He himself does not help to 
push, because it would not be fitting for a 
man of his stature. The passengers push 
as hard as they can, but Steve does not 
budge. The Fat Controller calls for Thom-

as the Tank Engine to push Steve out of 
the tunnel, but this too fails. 
 
“Very well,” says Sir Topham Hatt, “if you 
will not come out, then you are not a re-
ally useful engine. We must therefore 
teach you the meaning of non-existence.” 
The Fat Controller orders the tracks in 
front of the tunnel torn up and the tunnel 

itself sealed with a brick wall. Steve never 
emerges from the tunnel again. In the 
end, his beautiful paint cracks and peels. 
His smokestack, still visible over the wall, 
is a reminder to other engines to always 
be really useful. 

פעמים חושבים שהעולם חשך. אפסה 
תקוה, אין אפשרויות, אין דרך הצלה, 

ו לבר ישראל “ רואים כבר את הסוף. ח 
הרי אינם כלים, לעולם ‘ רחמי ד לחשוב כך!

יותר ממה שאתה   –רוצה בטובתך  ‘ הוא ית
 חפץ בזה. מאמר שני בסדרה. )אין יאוש(

 
גדול, כי ישרים דרכי ד ”  ‘, כי זה כלל 

צדיקים ילכו בם, ופושעים יכשלו בם. וכמו 
זכה נעשה לו סם חיים, לא זכה ’ ל  “ שאז 
ת שולח על “ וכל הדברים שהשי ‘,‘  וכו 

האדם, הן טוב הן להיפך, כל כוונתו יתברך 
תמיד לטובה, רק שהאדם הוא במשקל 

ת שולח “ כשהשי ‘  כ אפי “ ונסיון תמיד, וע 
ו או שרואה יסורים “ יסורים על האדם ח 

כדי ‘  ועונשים של אחרים, וכל כוונתו ית 
אבל בזה העולם   –שיתעורר לשוב אליו!!!  

יש להאדם בחירה תמיד עד שלפעמים 
מתגבר עליו הבעל דבר במרה שחורה 

 ל.“ז וכנ“עד שנופל יותר עי –ועצבות 
 

כ צריכין להתגבר תמיד בכל עת שבאה “ וע 
עליו איזה יראה שתהיה לטובה שיהיה 
נזהר מאוד שתיכף כשהמחשבות רוצים 
להחליש דעתו ולהגביר עליו העצבות 

ז שיתגבר כנגדם, ויחזק “ ו, עי “ ולהפילו ח 
את עצמו בכל דרכי ההתחזקות המבוארים 

ליקוטי הלכות “. ) בדברינו כמה פעמים 
 ‘(.פסח ט‘ ח הלכ“או
 
 
 



Weekly Highlights: Mar. 7 — Mar. 13 / 11 Adar — 17 Adar 

Time Speaker Topic Location Special Notes 

Daily     

Mon-Thu 8:00 AM Netanel Klein Gemara Moed Katan Clanton Park Men 

     Mar. 6-7 שבת

Fri. Pre-minchah Ezer Diena The Mishkan’s Deodorant BAYT TFBM 

8:40 AM Ezer Diena Zeicher or Zecher? BAYT TFBM 

Post-Hashkamah R’ Sammy Bergman Intoxicated with Joy Shaarei Shomayim  

10:30 AM R’ Alex Hecht Parshah Analysis Clanton Park After Hashkamah 

Pre-minchah Ezer Diena Daf Yomi BAYT Rabbi’s Classroom 

After minchah R’ Mordechai Torczyner Gemara Avodah Zarah BAYT Simcha Suite 

Motz. 7:45 PM R’ Sammy Bergman Parent-Child Learning Shaarei Shomayim Last session! 

Sun. Mar. 8     

9:15 AM R’ Sammy Bergman Chagigah, Chasidut, Chevra Shaarei Shomayim Teens 

Tue. Mar. 10 PURIM!    

TANACH: BOOK OF FAILURE, PART II: Presented by Celebrities of North American Politics 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed. Mar. 11     

10:00 AM R’ Sammy Bergman Plates, Sefirot & Afikoman Beth Emeth The Seder #1 of 3! 

7:30 PM R’ Alex Hecht Stories from the Talmud Shaarei Tefillah  

7:30 PM R’ Sammy Bergman Ancient Text, Modern Dilemma Shaarei Shomayim  

Thu. Mar. 12     

1:30 PM R’ Mordechai Torczyner Shemuel, Chap. 15 49 Michael Ct. Not this week 

8:30 PM Ezer Diena Gemara Beitzah ediena@torontotorah.com Men, Advanced 

Fri. Mar. 13     

10:30 AM R’ Sammy Bergman Bava Metzia: Perek 6 Yeshivat Or Chaim Advanced 

For University Men, at Yeshivat Or Chaim 
10:00 AM Sunday, R’ Aaron Greenberg, Gemara Shabbat 

11:00 AM Sunday, Beit Midrash Rotation - R’ Alex Hecht: Asking a non-Jew to Break Shabbat 
8:30 AM Wednesday, Ezer Diena, Mishlei       8:30 AM Friday, R’ Mordechai Torczyner, Parshah  

For University Women 
8:30 PM Thursdays at Shaarei Shomayim, R’ Sammy Bergman, In-Depth Gemara: Laws of Shabbat 

Seder Boker for Men with Our Beit Midrash, at Yeshivat Or Chaim  
10:00 AM to Noon, Mon/Wed Masechet Taanit, Orot haTeshuvah of Rabbi Kook, Pninei Halachah 

10:00 AM to Noon, Tue/Thu Parshanut on the Parshah, Sefer Shemuel, Pninei Halachah  

“Listen here, you Morim!”  
Moses vs. the Teachers’ Union 

Ontario Premier Doug Ford 
 

“Barbs in Your Eyes and Thorns in Your Sides”:  
Joshua’s Wars with the First Nations 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
 

Ploni Almoni and the Scourge of Anonymity 

Governor Tom Steyer 
 

Eli, Chofni and the Dangers of Nepotism 

Vice President Joe Biden & Burisma Director Hunter Biden 
 

All of King Solomon’s Money,  

and “Not One Woman in a Thousand Have I Found” 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 

Jezebel: The Power in Front of the Throne? 

Senator Hillary Clinton 
 

The Zealotry of Elijah 

Senator Bernie Sanders 
 

Queen Ataliah: Of Course a Woman Can Be Elected!  

Senator Elizabeth Warren 
 

The Leprosy of Uziahu,  
and Other Kings With Colorful Faces 

President Donald J. Trump 
 

King Chizkiyahu: Failed Messiah 

President Barack Obama 
 

When King Yehoyakim Ripped Up the Scroll 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi  


