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ׁש ם ְוֵא֕ ן ה׳ ַעֽל־ַהִּמְׁשָּכ֙ן יֹוָמ֔ לִּכ֩י ֲענַ֨ יְָלה ּ֑בֹו ְלֵעיֵנ֥י ָכל־ֵּבֽית־יְִׂשָרֵא֖ (מ:לח).ְּבָכל־ַמְסֵעיֶהֽםִּתְהֶי֥ה ַל֖
For the cloud of the Lord was on Mishkan every day, and a fire by night, for all of the House of Israel
throughout all of their journeys (40:38).

Rashi is bothered by these ending words: ַמְסֵעיֶהֽםְּבָכל , throughout all of their journeys -- most
of the forty years in the desert were years of encampment, not traveling or journeying. Rashi states
that because Bnei Yisrael journeyed again from their places of rest, all of the resting places are called
,מסעות journeys. Before we continue looking at this Rashi, it is important to understand the famous
Ramban, where Ramban entitles Sefer Shemot “Sefer HaGeulah,” the Book of Exodus.

If we assume that the Exodus is limited solely to Geulat Mitzrayim, how can it be that so
much of the text focuses on the travels in the desert, ending with Bnei Yisrael’s arrival to Eretz
Yisrael? If we call this sefer Sefer HaGeulah, the Book of Exodus, where can we place the menucha
v’nachala -- the camping and the splitting up of the land? The Geulah can’t just be referring to
Mitzrayim! We must concur that the Exodus from Egypt and the journeys that lead to the People’s
arrival in Eretz Yisrael must both be aspects of the Geulah. Furthermore, all of Jewish history finds its
paradigm in Sefer Shemot; there is the facet of the Geulat Mitzrayim, and there is the facet of arriving
at the final destination in the fulfillment of the national objective: reaching Eretz Yisrael.

Preceded by forty years of traveling in the desert, Bnei Yisrael’s journey to the Holy Land had
many road bumps, so too our history throughout the nearly three-thousand five-hundred years of
Galut. In fact, this is the meaning of the final posuk that concludes the Sefer HaGeulah. We arrive in a
country and it is good for a few years: at this point we think it’s Vayachanu; then the troubling years
of Vayisu begin and we are chased from place to place. When Rashi comments on this posuk, 40:38,
Rashi describes the settled period as being amongst the concept of Vayisu.

How many people of Am Yisrael make an effort to differentiate between the features that
define Vayachanu and Vayisu? We are coming upon an election in Eretz Yisrael, and a hot button topic
asks “How many passport-holding Israelis live in the United States and Canada?” The cited figure lies
in the range of half a million individuals. These are people that describe themselves as Israeli, so why
do they find themselves in North America? Moreover, there are over one million Jews in Galut that
pray for Yerushalayim, and yet they continue to live in the “Gulden Medinah!” The question begs to
be raised, “Are you visiting Chu”l or have you sold your birthright in the Land of Israel for an
Entenmann's donut, Carvel’s ice cream and Philadelphia cream cheese?”

The final verse of the Sefer HaGeulah conveys to us the message of our history: The places
where we are living and where we feel comfortable are like the years we spent in the Midbar, are ָקרּוי
,ַמָּסע part of a journey, because from the place that we settled we had to get up to travel again. ֻכָּלן
ַמָּסעֹות -- it’s not a place where you settle, it’s a place that you are visiting. Encampments throughout
Jewish history in Babylonia, Europe, North America are only part of the ,נסיעות travels. We are chased
out of many places and so we pray for the הָארץּכנפותמאְרּבעיחדקּבצנו , the ingathering of all of our
People from all the corners of the Earth. Amen!


